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1. Project Description
a. Project Name: Longmeadow Parkway
b. Project Number (State and Federal): DPC-M-0019(008), section #94-00215-01-ES
c. Project Termini: Huntley Road, in the Village of Carpentersville, to IL Route 62
(Algonquin Rd), in the Village of Barrington Hills, Kane County, Illinois
d. Project Type: New Construction/Widening
e. Project Length: Approximately 29,370 lineal feet (5.6 miles).
f. Purpose and need of the Project: The purpose and need for the Longmeadow Parkway
Corridor is to enhance the transportation network, provide greater capacity from
congestion, and support land use development while promoting community cohesion.
One of the main objectives of this project is to increase access across the Fox River, in
the Northern Region of Kane County. There are no major river crossings within 5.1
miles of the Illinois Route 72/Main Street Bridge in the cities of East and West Dundee to
Illinois Route 62/Algonquin Road in the Village of Algonquin. The Longmeadow
Parkway Corridor, which includes a bridge across the Fox River, addresses the issues of
limited east and west access and continually increasing traffic congestion. The corridor
will allow commuters another alternative route across the river which will reduce traffic
congestion and improve safety concerns. The project will provide a benefit to the local
and regional businesses and public services by providing a more direct and efficient
access across the river. The new corridor will also encourage more compact and
contiguous growth within the desired eastern portion of the area which will preserve the
rural qualities of the western portion ultimately developing community cohesion.
g. NEPA Class of Action: Class I – Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) [Record of
Decision signed May 13, 2002]. A re-evaluation dated November 10, 2009 was
completed for the change to toll the bridge which resulted in a determination that a
supplemental EIS was not needed. Another re-evaluation is currently being completed as
an Environmental Assessment. Approval of this is planned for Fall 2016.
h. Project Status: Design Approval for the Longmeadow Parkway Design Report was
granted December 4th, 2013. The anticipated design approval for the Design Report
Addendum is Fall 2016. Phase II (Contract Plan Preparation and Land Acquisition) and
Phase III (Construction) are included in the County’s 2015 Transportation Improvement
Plan with partial funding provided through federal SAFETY-LU, STP and CMAQ funds
and state funding through IDOT and TARP funds. The TIP number for this project is 0996-0017. Current engineering efforts are targeted to provide a contract letting of
Longmeadow Parkway from the western limits of Huntley Road to Randall Road in
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January 2016. The continuation of construction along the corridor (to the eastern project
limits) will be contingent upon plan readiness, land acquisition, and funding availability
through future annual appropriations.

2.

Section 4(f) Resources
a. Resource Type: Forest Preserve District of Kane County (FPDKC)
b. Resource Name: Fox River Shores Forest Preserve
c. Description of the Role/Significance in the community: Fox River Shores Forest
Preserve: Located east and west of the Fox River shoreline, Fox River Shores Forest
Preserve is bordered by Brunner Family Forest Preserve to the north and Raceway
Woods Forest Preserve to the southwest, located within the boundaries of Carpentersville
and Algonquin. Fox River Shores Forest Preserve provides a one-mile stretch of
waterfront property along the Fox River and offers recreational uses of fishing,
picnicking and a boat launch. The preserve was acquired in 1988 and is mainly
comprised of wetlands along the Algonquin Shores section of the property. The Fox
River Trail runs the length of the property, on the east side of the river.
Official with Jurisdiction (OWJ): Forest Preserve District of Kane County.

3. Description of Intended Section 4(f) Resource Use
a. Type and Acres of Impact:
 Temporary Easement: 0.9 acres for improvements River Trail re-alignment within
Fox River Shores Forest Preserve. (See Attachments A-1 and B-6 for more details)
 Proposed ROW: 2.06 acres for providing a detention pond, a bridge pier,
Mechanically Stabilized Earth (MSE) walls, and providing additional length to the
existing multi-use trail within Fox River Shores Forest Preserve. (See Attachments
A-1 and B-6 for more details)
b. Existing function of the Impacted Acres: Fox River Shores Forest Preserve consists of
woodlands, Fox River shoreline and the Fox River Trail. The existing function of the
impacted area will typically remain the same as its current use, with the benefit of adding
a detention pond for storm water runoff.
c. Resulting function of impacted areas: Within the Fox River Shores Forest Preserve, the
resulting function of the impacted area, on the east side of the Fox River, will provide
additional length to the existing Fox River Trail and provide a connection across the Fox
River connecting to the internal trails of the Brunner Family Forest Preserve. A detention
pond will also be added east of the Fox River, within the proposed right-of-way of the
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Fox River Shores Forest Preserve, to provide storage for storm water runoff, improve
localized flooding and enhance water quality within the area. An MSE wall will be
constructed where the current Fox River Trail crosses under the proposed Longmeadow
Parkway alignment, requiring the trail to be realigned (See Attachment B-7 for more
details).
The Fox River Shores Forest Preserve was included in the Fox River Bridges EIS Record
of Decision, signed by the FHWA on May 13, 2002. The impacts to the resource
included bridge piers but not the path realignment, detention pond or MSE walls.
d. Description of the relationship of the impacted area to the section 4(f) function and
significance of the resource: All temporary grading easements are located directly
adjacent to the proposed improvements, within the boundaries of the FPDKC properties.
The proposed right-of-way is necessary to build the MSE wall between the bridge over
the Fox River and the bridge over Sandbloom Road.
4. Description of Efforts to Avoid, Minimize, and Mitigate or Enhance Resource
a. Avoidance and minimization efforts made and benefits to resource: The forest preserve
property is located directly adjacent the proposed alignment of the Longmeadow
Parkway Corridor. Several alternatives were evaluated, to provide the least amount of
impacts to the forest preserve properties as well as provide a safe and effective roadway
for motorists. The width of the roadway footprint was reduced to provide minimal
impacts to the FPDKC. The median has been reduced, within the forest preserve
properties, to reflect a 6-foot wide median (back-of-curb to back-of-curb) and the lane
widths have been reduced to provide 11-foot widths.
b. Commitments for Mitigation or Enhancement: There are benefits to the FPDKC from
this project. Forest Preserve properties will be improved by the construction of a multiuse trail and a connection to the Fox River Trail, on the east side of the Fox River. The
existing trail alignment is in line with the MSE wall that is being built, so the path will be
realigned slightly to the west of its current location. There will also be a new connection
to the Fox River Trail on Longmeadow Parkway. This will provide a connection from
the Brunner Family and Buffalo Park Forest Preserves to Fox River Shores Forest
Preserve. There could be some short term closures or detours at the existing bicycle path
during construction. See Exhibit B-7 for an aerial exhibit showing these improvements.
Furthermore, trees will be replanted per the FPDKC replacement policy. FPDKC
follows the IDOT D&E tree replacement policy. Tree replacement based on the IDOT
D&E policy requires the replacement of trees within the project right-of-way to the extent
practical. Where it is not practical to provide replacement plantings within the right-ofway, opportunities for plantings should be considered outside of the right-of-way or on
other projects to achieve a long-term goal of providing at least as many replacement
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trees as the number removed. If bare root or balled and burlapped trees are used for
replacement plantings, a minimum ratio of 1:1 is recommended for the number of trees
planted to the number of trees intended to be established. If seedlings are used, a
minimum ratio of 3:1 is recommended.
For trees removed from forest areas or from wooded riparian corridors, the intent of
replacement plantings should be to provide comparable function replacement. Decisions
on the location, nature, and extent of replacement plantings should be guided by the
results of coordination and consultation with the regulatory and natural resource agencies
pursuant to the National Environmental Protection Agency, Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act, and any other applicable statues, regulations, or agreements.
5. Evidence of Opportunity for Public Review and Comment:
a. A newspaper ad was posted May 3rd, 2015, seeking public comment and allowing the
public an opportunity to review and comment on the Section 4(f) impacts. (See
Attachment B-9 for notice). The comments received and responses are located in the
Longmeadow Parkway Environmental Assessment, Appendix G – Public Comments and
Responses.
6. Evidence of Coordination with Official(s) with Jurisdiction (OWJ):
a. Forest Preserve District of Kane County letter of concurrence to de Minimus finding.
(See Attachment A)
b. Intergovernmental Agreements (IGA’s) between Forest Preserve District of Kane
County and County of Kane, stating intensions of a portion of the parcel to be used for
highway purposes within the Fox River Shores Forest Preserve. (See Attachment B8)
c. Copy of FHWA/IDOT meeting minutes, dated October 8th, 2013. (See Attachment B-8)
d. Copy of FHWA/IDOT meeting minutes, dated August 12th, 2014. (See Attachment B-8)
e. Copy of Forest Preserve Planning & Utilization Committee meeting minutes, dated
June 26th, 2014. (See Attachment B-8)
7. Supporting Documentation
a)
b)
c)
d)

FPCKC de Minimus concurrence letter…………………………..Attachment A
Overall Section 4(f) Impacts Exhibit…………..……………......Attachment A-1
Regional Location Map…………………….................................Attachment B-2
Aerial View-Forest Preserve Properties……..…………………..Attachment B-3
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e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)

FPDKC Facility Map……………………………………………Attachment B-4
Fox River Shores Forest Preserve Map…………………………. Attachment B-5
Section 4(f) Impacts-Plan and Profile Sheets…………………...Attachment B-6
Fox River Shores Overview Plan…………………......................Attachment B-7
Coordination…………………………………………………….Attachment B-8
Public Review …………………..................................................Attachment B-9
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Longmeadow Alliance Consultants
Civil Engineering • Structural Engineering • Environmental Services • Land Surveying

MEETING MINUTES
Subject:

Longmeadow Parkway Corridor – Phase I/II
BLR&S / FHWA Coordination Meeting #7

Meeting Date:

October 8, 2013

Time:

10:00 a.m.

Location:

Illinois Department of Transportation, 4th Floor Executive
Conference Room
Schaumburg IL

Attendees:

(See Sign-in Sheet, attached)

Introductions
Paul LaFleur introduced himself as the project manager for Kane County Division of
Transportation (KDOT) and introduced other members of KDOT and the Phase I consultant,
Longmeadow Alliance Consultants {joint venture (LAC) between Hampton, Lenzini and
Renwick (HLR) and Thomas Engineering Group (TEG)}. Paul explained that KDOT had
recently hired multiple consultant teams to complete Phase I engineering for the corridor and
also prepare construction documents for the entire corridor but broke the corridor into 4 separate
contracts.
Meeting Purpose
Steve Pasinski (HLR/TEG) stated that the purpose of today’s meeting was as follows:
•

Provide an update of major milestones that KDOT has accomplished for the
Longmeadow Corridor Project. These updates would include significant work related to
Engineering, Environmental Surveys and Public Involvement.

•

Obtain concurrence from the FHWA that the progress made on Longmeadow Parkway
since the EIS was last revisited is sufficient enough to not require reopening the EIS.

•

Outline the schedule to obtain Design Approval by December 28, 2013.

Phase I Timeline
Steve Pasinski gave a brief synopsis of the history of the Longmeadow corridor and the various
major milestones accomplished up to this point. More than 20 corridors were originally studied
as part of Fox River Crossing Study which was funded through ISTEA as a demonstration
project. Several other comprehensive planning studies helped trim the number of corridors down
to 5 locations which were ultimately included in the preparation of an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS). The EIS, which was approved in November of 2001, determined that only 3 of
the corridors met the purpose and needs of the project. The FHWA signed off on a Record of
Decision in 2002 that declared that each of the 3 remaining corridors had independent utility and
1
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that KDOT was approved to pursue any and/or all of the alignments and that these alignments
would be eligible for federal funding.
KDOT initiated Phase I studies for the Stearns Road Corridor and the Longmeadow Corridor.
Subsequently, both of these projects were partially funded in the SAFETY-LU Federal
Transportation Bill but the Stearns Road corridor received the majority of funding (over $70M)
while Longmeadow was earmarked for only $4M, specifically for Phase I studies and Land
Acquisition. It was noted that the Illinois Division of FHWA gave KDOT authorization to
pursue land acquisition while it was completing Phase I. This enabled KDOT to keep moving
forward on the project, maintain an open dialogue with stakeholders and ultimately determine a
means for funding.
KDOT had sought other options to fund the Longmeadow Corridor and ultimately decided upon
a Toll option which would require partnering with the Illinois State Tollway Highway Authority
(ISTHA). The original Phase I consultant presented this new issue to the FHWA via a Technical
Memorandum and it was determined that this new element was not significant and the EIS would
not have to be reopened.
County Update
Paul LaFleur, discussed the implementation plan for the entire corridor. Paul stated that
approximately 40% of the right-of-way had already been acquired and that plats and legals were
completed or underway for the remaining properties. This schedule coincides with a late letting
in 2014 for advance grubbing and clearing contract(s) with capital roadway/bridge improvements
expected to begin in early 2015 and fully constructed in 2016.
Mike Hine of FHWA asked what the entire corridor would cost. Steve Coffinbargar responded
that the current cost estimate is between $100M and $105M. Robin Helmerichs of the FHWA
requested that LAC provide her with the cost estimate.
Environmental Impact Statement
Robin agreed that KDOT had been moving the project forward with very tangible steps. A
substantial amount of the land acquisition has been completed. She stated that this work
adequately satisfied the need for a project to reach “major milestones” and that the EIS would
not have to be re-opened.
Financial Plan
FHWA inquired as to whether a financial plan was developed for the Longmeadow Parkway
similar to the plan developed for Stearns Road Corridor. Steve Coffinbargar responded that no
financial plan was prepared because the overall estimated cost was only $105M, much less than
the trigger amount of $500M.
Cultural Clearance
Salmon Danmole stated that there were three properties shown in some shape files that may have
impacts that have not been completely documented. LAC was unaware of any new impacts and
stated that cultural clearance had already been received. LAC stated no field conditions changed
and the alignment and roadway footprint has also remained constant. LAC stated they would
follow up with Sal later in the week to reassure BDE that no culturally significant properties
were impacted.
2
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Engineering and Environmental Status
The LAC team provided a status update on recently completed work and remaining deliverables.
Mr. Pasinski stated that the design report had previously been reviewed and commented on by
the District One staff and Central Office. Comments on report content and attachments were
thorough; all comments have now been addressed with a disposition prepared. The revised
Design Report has been submitted to and reviewed by KDOT. It is anticipated that the final
Design Report will be submitted to IDOT by November 1, 2013 for approval. Mr. Pasinski
stated that there are several other outstanding engineering and environmental reviews that need
to be completed prior to the design Report submittal:
•

Location Drainage Study (LDS): The County Consultant, Christopher B. Burke
Engineering, Ltd, is near completion of the proposed drainage plan (PDP) and the
remaining public involvement. The District Hydraulics staff is now in agreement with
the PDP but awaits documentation that all affected municipalities have had an
opportunity to comments. Subsequent to the meeting, CBBEL and KDOT met with the
local agencies and thus completed the public agency meeting requirement. LAC is
awaiting IDOT approval of the LDS before submitting the final Design Report.

•

Preliminary Bridge Design and Hydraulic Report: The IDOT Bureau of Bridges and
Structures (BBS) directed KDOT to forgo the typical review and approval process for
these documents during Phase I. The Design Report will be approved without inclusion
of the Type Size and Location (TSL) and Hydraulics Report.

•

The ESRF sign-offs were discussed. Upon reviewing the previously submitted
addendums, Ms. Spolar stated that Addendum A was submitted to cover new areas
resulting from an extension of improvement limits along Randall Road and also along
Bolz Road. Addendum B was for multiple areas adjacent to the previously surveyed
footprint that “blocked-out” additional space where additional footprint was required for
drainage detention. We have received biological and cultural clearances to date for the
entire corridor. Mr. Danmole stated that there are three locations where cultural may not
be cleared. Subsequent to the meeting, these three locations were reviewed and appear to
be completely covered with Illinois Historical Preservation Agency (IHPA) commenting
specifically on these sites as “cleared”. LAC will follow up with the District and Central
office to make sure no further action is required. Special waste clearance expires on
December 28th of this year.

•

Wetland delineations are completed and Wetland Impact Evaluation forms were
submitted to IDOT for review on October 7, 2013. There were 27 wetlands/waters of the
US (WOUS) delineated. It appears that 10 areas would be considered isolated and 17
areas would be considered jurisdictional. When the Illinois History Survey completed
the original delineation they did not include WOUS or farmed wetlands. Included as part
of the 27 areas delineated there were 10 WOUS and 5 farmed wetlands. Preliminary
estimates of wetland impacts indicate approximately 0.78 acres of impact to isolated
wetlands and 1.42 acres to jurisdictional wetlands. Every effort will be made to minimize
wetland impacts with the goal of being able to obtain a Regional Permit from the Army
Corps of Engineers.
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•

COSIM: Traffic data was submitted to the District for analysis in August 2013. No status
on review or processing has been provided. Marilin Solomon committed to following up
with the Bureau of Programming for status.

•

Noise: A noise analysis was completed and approved as part of the EIS. With the
preferred alternative and adjacent land use remaining constant, the noise approval
remains intact.

To summarize, the only remaining deliverables required for a final Design Report review are the
LDS, COSIM, WIE’s and Addendum B (Cultural). All are expected to be obtained prior to the
planned November 1 submittal of the Design Report. All parties were confident that pending no
unusual circumstances, review could be completed in time for design approval prior to December
28, 2013.
Value Engineering
FHWA inquired as to whether a value engineering (V.E.) study would be conducted for the
project and stated that the FHWA would like to be a part of the VE. Paul stated that a VE study
will be conducted to keep this project eligible for federal funds. KDOT stated that they would,
at a minimum provide advance notice of the final presentation for KDOT and IDOT attendance.
It was stated by FHWA that the firm that is involved with the Phase I Design Report submittal
should not be part of the value engineering. Subsequent to the meeting, Paul LaFleur and Robin
Helmerichs discussed specifics on bringing the FHWA into the Value Engineering process.
The meeting concluded at 10:50 AM.
Minutes prepared by: Steve Pasinski, P.E. (HLR/TEG)
October 10, 2013
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PUBLIC NOTICE
REVISED NOTICE
Kane County Division of Transportation (KDOT) is seeking public
comment regarding the effects that
the proposed pedestrian bridge
crossing over Longmeadow Parkway, the improvements to Raging
Buffalo Snowboard Park (as part of
the Longmeadow Parkway corridor
improvements), and the improvements within the vicinity of the
Longmeadow Parkway overpass at
Sandbloom Road will have on the
Buffalo Park Forest Preserve, the
Brunner Family Forest Preserve,
and the Fox River Shores Forest
Preserve. The Buffalo Park Forest
Preserve, the Brunner Family Forest
Preserve, and the Fox River Shores
Forest Preserve, which are under
the jurisdiction of the Forest Preserve District of Kane County (FPDKC), are publicly owned properties.
As such, they are subject to protection under Section 4(f) of the US
Department of Transportation Act of
1966. For the Longmeadow Parkway improvement, KDOT intends to
seek a Section 4(f) ¡Ède minimis¡É
impact finding from the Federal
Highway Administration based on
the determination that the project
will not adversely affect the features, attributes, or activities that
qualify the Buffalo Park Forest Preserve, the Brunner Family Forest
Preserve, and the Fox Shores Forest
Preserve for protection under Section 4(f).
Effects of the Longmeadow Parkway corridor improvements on the
Brunner Family Forest Preserve include a pedestrian bridge crossing
over Longmeadow Parkway to link
internal trails, as well as provide a
pedestrian link over the Fox River.
Additionally, at IL Route 31, Longmeadow Parkway will be constructed as an overpass bridge (with a
connector road to allow access
from Longmeadow Parkway to IL
Route 31). Due to the current topography of this area, a grade difference between the Longmeadow
Parkway Bridge and the connector
road would create a large amount
of excess soil for removal. KDOT
staff has met with FPDKC staff to
discuss the possible use of the soil
on site. These excess soils, from
the Longmeadow Parkway project,
would benefit the Raging Buffalo
Snowboard Park by improving the
existing site and creating more winter recreational activities for Kane
County residents, within Buffalo
Park Forest Preserve. Finally, within the Fox River Shores Forest Preserve, Longmeadow Parkway will
be constructed as an overpass from
the Fox River to the east side of
Sandbloom Road.
Therefore,
bridge piers and Mechanically Stabilized Earth walls are proposed to
support the subject structure. Also
within this area, the Fox River Trail
is being re-aligned to join the multiuse trail proposed along Longmeadow Parkway. A detention
pond will also be constructed to
maintain storm water runoff volumes. Detailed documentation describing the impacts and mitigation
associated with the effects of the
Longmeadow Parkway improvement at Buffalo Park Forest Preserve, Brunner Family Forest Preserve, and Fox River Shores Forest
Preserve are available at the following location during normal business hours or at
http://www.co.kane.il.us/dot/
foxBridges/longmeadowPkwy.aspx:
Kane County
Division of Transportation
41W011 Burlington Road
St. Charles, IL 60175
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Written comments may be submitted at the KDOT office, mailed to
the KDOT office, or submitted electronically to kdotcomments@
co.kane.il.us. Comments must be
received by June 7th, 2015 to be
considered as a part of the public
record. Written correspondence regarding this project should be sent
to:
Kane County
Division of Transportation
Attn: LMP Section 4(f)
41W011 Burlington Road
St. Charles, IL 60175
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