
FHWA Guidelines – Functional Classification 
Highway Functional Classification Concepts, Criteria and Procedures 

 
Access vs. Mobility : 

• Arterials provide mostly mobility; Locals provide mostly land access; and Collectors strike a 
balance between the two.  

 
Key Factors for Assigning Functional Classification: 

• Efficiency of Travel/Access Points/Speed Limit 
• Route Spacing 
• Usage (AADT/VMT) 
• System Continuity 

 All classified routes should begin and end at equal or higher classified routes 
 A higher classified route can “split” its traffic between two lower-level roads with 

different levels of access and mobility 
 Rare exceptions made for major traffic generators 

 
 
General Tips: 

• Avoid, if possible, assigning the same functional classification 
to parallel routes. 

• In most cases, the most direct, most improved, and most 
heavily traveled route should be chosen for connecting 
medium and small size traffic generators. 

• Choosing between a Major Collector and a Minor Collector: 
 Major Collectors are generally busier, have more 

signal-controlled intersections, and serve more 
commercial development. 

 Minor Collectors connect clustered residential areas 
that have yet to be served by a roadway within 
higher classification categories 

• Ramps and other non-mainline roadways are to be assigned 
the same functional classification as the highest classified 
route they serve 

• Should reflect how the roadway is functioning in the current 
year only or if new routes are expected to be under 
construction within the next 4 years 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/processes/statewide/related/highway_functional_classifications/index.cfm


 

 


