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A. PUBLICATIONS OF HEARING ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. Newspaper Publications of Notices of the Public Hearings.

A notice advertising the public hearings was drafied and distributed to four newspapers with
circulation in the County, including one Spanish-language newspaper. Included in this section
are Certificates of Publications from the newspapers indicating the date of publication of the
advertisement, or, when certificates were not available, copies of the actual advertisement. The
following table indicates the date on which each newspaper published the advertisement and
which form of proof of publication was received.

PUBLICATION DATE  NEWSPAPER CERTIFICATE CLIPPING

June 30, 1998 The Beacon News
The Courier News
The Daily Herald
The Kane County Chronicle
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o

July 3, 1998 El Conguistador

July 7, 1998 The Beacon News
The Courier News
The Daily Herald
The Kane County Chronicle

<

July 14, 1998 The Beacon News
The Courier News
‘The Daily Herald
The Kane County Chronicle

P K

bl

b

July 17, 1998 El Conquistador

July 21, 1998 The Beacon News
The Courier News
The Daily Herald
The Kane County Chronicle

<R
gl






ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing concerning the proposed Fox River
Brid&e Crossings in Kane County. The hearings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. at the following locations:

Tuesday, July 14, 1998 Wredling School Gymnasium
lltnois Route 31 and Red Gate Road

Thursday, July 16, 1998 Mooseheart Academy Field House
Hlinois Route 31 and Mooseheart Road

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Oaks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building
1800 South Street, Geneva, IL

The purpose of these hearings is:
* To present the proposed improvements of this project
* To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the project, sup-
porting technical reports, and exhibits will be available for viewing at each hear-
ing. Personnel will be on hand to discuss the project, answer questions, and
record your comments. The DEIS may also be reviewed at the Division of
Transportation offices, and at various libraries and municipal centers throughout
eastern Kane County. Additional information is available on the Internet at
www.kcdot.org.

If you are physically disabled and need assistance in attending, please call Ms.
Linda Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation (at least five days in
advance) at (630) 584-1170, TTD (630) 232-5992, or FAX (630} 584-5265, Other
questions about the hearings may also be referred to Ms. Haines.

All correspondence regarding this project should be sent to:

Kane County Division of Transportation
41WO011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, Hlinois 60125

Atin: Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Beacon News
June 30, 1998







ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing concerning the proposed Fox River
Bridge Crossings in Kane County. The hearings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. at the following locations:

Tuesday, July 14, 1998 Wredling School Gymnasium
flinois Route 31 and Red Gate Road

Thursday, July 16, 1998 Mooseheart Academy Field House
llinois Route 31 and Mooseheart Road

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Oaks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building
1800 South Street, Geneva, It

The purpose of these hearings is:
¢ To present the proposed improvements of this project
* To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the project, sup-
porting technical reports, and exhibits will be available for viewing at each hear-
ing. Personnel will be on hand to discuss the project, answer questions, and
record your comments. The DEIS may also be reviewed at the Division of
Transportation offices, and at various libraries and municipal centers throughout
eastern Kane County. Additional information is available on the Internet at

www.kcdot.org.

If you are physically disabled and need assistance in attending, please call Ms.
Linda Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation (at least five days in
advance) at (630} 584-1170, TTD (630) 232-5992, or FAX {630) 584-5265. Other
questions about the hearings may also be referred to Ms. Haines.

All correspondence regarding this project should be sent to:

Kane County Division of Transportation
41W011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, Minois 60125

Attn: Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Courier News
June 30, 1998




Sleepy Hollow
Gilberts
Algonquin

Lake In The Hills
Fox River Grove
Barrington Hills

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

Paddock Publications, Inc.

Daily Herald
Daily Herald Values

A Corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of
the Sti-e of lllinois, DOES HEREBY CERTIFY that it is the publisher
of the DAILY HERALD. That said DAILY HERALD is a secular
newsp: ser and  has  been published daily in the Village of
_Larpeiatersville, East Dundee, West Dundee, ( + see left)

Count: ies) of _Kane & McHenry e
and Staie of Illinois, continuously for more than one year prior to the
date of the first publication of the notice hereinafier referred to and is of
general circulation throughout said Village, County(ies) and State.

[ further certify that the DAILY HERALD is a newspaper as defined in
“an Act to revise the law in relation to notices” as amended in 1992
[llinois Compiled Statutes, Chapter 715, Act 5, Section | and 5.

That a notice of which the annexed printed slip is a true copy, was
published June 130, 1998 in
said DAILY HERALD.

IN W,TNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, the said PADDOCK
PUBLIZATIONS, INC., has caused this certificate to be signed by
KENT ~OHNSON, its Asst. Treasurer, at Arlington Heights, Ilinois.

PADDOCK PUBLICATIONS, INC,
DAILY HERALD NEWSPAPERS

BY KM

Assistant“I reasurer

Control # 1243132



ANNOUNCGING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are Invited to attend a Public Hearin concerning the
proposed Fox River Bridge Crossings in Kane County. The
hearings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m, at the fol-
lowing locations:

Tuesday, July 14 1958 Wredling School Gymnasiom
Hlinois Route 31 and Red Gate Road

Tharsday, July 16, 1398 Mooseheart Academy Field House
lMinois Route 31 and Mooseheart Road

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Daks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Lecation to be annonnced.

The purpose of thesa hearings is:
® To present the proposed improvements of this project
* To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

pared for the project, supporting technical reports, and
exhibits will be available for viewing at each hearing.
Personnel will be on hand 1o discuss the pru&ect answer
questions, and recard your comments. The EIS may also
be reviewed at the Division of Transportation offices, and
at various librarias and municipal centers throughout
aastarn Kane Counlr Additional information is available on
the Intermet at www.kcdot.org.

If you are physically disabled and need assistance in

ending, please call Ms. Linda Haines of the Kana
County Division of Trnsportation (at least five days in
advance) al 830/584-7170, TTD 630/232-5992, or FAX
630/584-5265. Other « uestions about the hearings may
also be referred to M=. Haines.

All correspondence rearding this project should be sent
to:

Kane C.unty Division of Transportation
41W01, Burlington Road

St. Charles, llinois 60125

Attn: Frx River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Daily Herald
June 30, 1998



STATE OF ILLINOIS } ss
KANE COUNTY )

/

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the )
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS - §

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing concerning the proposed
¥ Fox River Bridge Crossings in Kane County. The hearings will be held
from 2:00 p.m. 10 9:00 p.m. at the following locations: .

« 1

Tues., July 14, 1998 Wredling Schoo! Gymnasium

lilinois Route 31 and Red Gate Road * [

Thurs,, July 16, 1998 Mooseheart Academy Field House
Minois Route 31 and Mooseheart Rd.

Wed,, July 22, 1998 Randall Qaks Golf Ciub Ballrooms
Binnie Road West of Randall Road

Tues., July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building
1800 South State St., Geneva, IL

The purpose of these hearings is:
* To present the proposed improvements of this project
* To obtain public input on the proposal

Tha Draft Environmental tmpatt Statement (DEIS) prepared for the g8
project, supporting technical reports, and axhibits will be available for T
viewing at each hearing. Personne! will ba on hand o discuss the prp4 1
ject, answer questions, and recotd you comments. The DEIS may also |
be reviewed at the Division of Transportation offices, and at various -
libraries and municipal centers throughout eastern Kane County. B
@ Additional information is avaitable on the Internet at www kodot.org, |8

it you are physically disatled and need assistance in attending, please |
call Ms. Linda Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation (at
least fiva days in advance) at (630) 584-1170, TTD (630) 232-5992, or |
FAX (630} 5684-5265. Other questions about the hearings may also
be referrad to Ms, Haines. B

All correspondence regarding this project should be sent to:

41W011 Burlington Road -
St. Charles, IL 60175 o
Atin: Fox River Bridges Study

Kane County Division of Transportation

Certificate of Publication

|, Roger F. Coteman, do hereby centify that | am the
publisher of the Kane County Chronicle, a datly secu-
far newspaper of general circulation published in the
County of Kane and State of lllinois, and that the same
has been regularly published for at least 12 months
prior to the date of the first publication of the nolice
attached hereto. | further certify that a notice, of
which the annexed is a true printed copy, has been
regularly published in said newspaper /
time(s) on the following dates:

@/;”o

| further certify that | am publisher of the Kane County
Chronicle and that said newspaper is a newspaper as
defined by the terms and conditions of Chapter 100,
paragraph 1, et seq., Iflinols Revised Statutes 1981,

Given un
day of

my hand at Geneva, lllinois, this XA

AD.19__ LK

L (2

Publisher




'ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing concerning the proposed Fox River
Bridge Crossings in Kane County. The hearings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. at the following locations:

Tuesday, July 14, 1998 Wredling School Gymnasium
linois Route 31 and Red Gate Road

Thursday, July 16, 1998 Mooseheart Academy Field House

linois Route 31 and Mooseheart Road

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Oaks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building
1800 South Street, ngeva, IL

The purpose of these hearings is:
* To present the proposed improvements of this project
¢ To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the project, sup-

porting technical reports, and exhibits will be available for viewing at each hear- -
roject, answer questions, and N

ing. Personnel will be on hand to discuss the p

PR

record your comments. The DEIS may also be reviewed at the Division of

Transportation offices, and at various libraries and municipal centers throughout

eastern Kane County. Additional information is available on the Internet at -

www.kcdot.org.

If you are physically disabled and need assistance in attending, please call Ms.

Linda Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation (at least five days in
advance) at (630) 584-1170, TTD (630} 232-5992, or FAX (630) 584-5265. Other
questions about the hearings may also be referred to Ms. Haines.

Alf correspondence regarding this project should be sent to:

Kane County Division of Transportation
41WO011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, lllinois 60175

Attn: Fox River Bridges Study
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Advertisement published in the Beacon News
July 7, 1998




ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing concerning the proposed Fox River
Bridge Crossings in Kane County. The hearings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. at the following locations:

Tuesday, July 14, 1998 Wredling School Gymnasium
llinois Route 31 and Red Gate Road

Thursday, July 16, 1998 Mooseheart Academy Field House
,llinois Route 31 and Mooseheart Road

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Oaks Golf Ciub Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building
1800 South Street, Geneva, IL

The purpose of these hearings is:
* To present the proposed improvements of this project
* To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the project, sup-
porting technical reports, and exhibits will be available for viewing at each hear-
ing. Personnel will be on hand to. discuss the project, answer questions, and
record your comments. The DEIS may also be reviewed at the Division of
Transportation offices, and at various libraries and municipal centers throughout
eastern Kane County. Additional information is available on the Internet at

www . kcdot.org.

If you are physically disabled and need assistance in attending, please call Ms.
Linda Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation (at least five days in
advance) at (630) 584-1170, TTD (630) 232-5992, or FAX (630) 584-5265. Other
questions .about the hearings may also be referred to Ms. Haines.

Kane County Division of Transportation
41WO011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, HNiinois 60175

Attn: Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Courier News
July 7, 1998
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Gilberts
Barrington Hills
Algonquin

Fox River Grove
Lake In The Hills

"CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

Paddock Publications, Inc.

Daily Herald
Daily Herald Values

A Corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the
State f Illinois, DOES HEREBY CERTIFY that it is the publisher of the
DAILY HERALD. That said DAILY HERALD is a secular newspaper
and has been published daily in the Village of Carpentersville, East
Dundee, West Dundee, Sleepy Hollow, (see left) County(ies) of
_ Kane & McHenry and State of Illinois,
continuously for more than one year prior to the date of the first publication
of the notice hereinafter referred to and is of general circulation throughout
said Village, County(ies) and State.

I further certify that the DAILY HERALD is a newspaper as defined in "an
Act to revise the law in relation to notices" as amended in 1992 Illinois
Comipiled Statutes, Chapter 715, Act 5, Section 1 and 5.

That a notice of which the annexed printed slip is a true copy, was
published July 7, 1998

in said DAILY HERALD.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, the said PADDOCK
PUBLICATIONS, Inc., has caused this certificate to be signed by
KENT JOHNSON, its Asst. Treasurer, at Arlington Heights, Iilinois.

PADDOCK PUBLICATIONS, INC.
DAILY HERALD NEWSPAPERS

BY WW

Assistant Tfeasurer

Control # 1243132



ANNOUNGING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing conceming the
proposed Fox River Bridge Crossings in Kane County. The
hearings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the fol-
lowing locations:

Tuesday, July 14 1998 Wredliag School Gymaasium
lllinois Route 31 and Red Gate Road

Thursday, Jaly 16, 1998 Mooseheart Academy Field House
llinois Route 31 and Mooseheart Road

Wednesday, July 22, 1938 Randall Oaks Bolf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 23, 1388 Geneva Public Warks
1800 South Street, Geneva, IL

The purpase of these hearings is:

* To present the propased improvements of this project
¢ To obtain public input on the propasal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
prepared for the projact, supporting technical reporls, and
exhibils will be available for viewing at each hearing.
Personnel will be on hand to discuss the pmdacl answer
questions, and record your comments. The DEIS may also
be reviewed at the Division of Transportation offices, and
al various libraries and municipal centers throughout
eastern Kane County. Additional information is available on
the Intemet at www.kcdot.org.

if rau are physically disabled and need assistance in
atlending, please call Ms. Linda Haines of tha Kane
County Division of Transportation (at leasl five days in
advance) at 630/584-1170, TTD 32-5992, or FAX
630/584-5265. Other questions about the hearings may
also be referred to Ms. Haines.

All correspondence regarding this project should be sant
to:

Kane County Division of Transportation
41W011 Durlington Road

St. Charles, lllinois 60175

Altn: Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Daily Herald
July 7, 1998



STATE OF ILLINOIS

___KANE COUNTY } s

ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
fl FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing concarning the proposed
Fox River Bridge Crossings in Kane County. The hearings will be held
from 2:00 p.m. 1o 9:00 p.m. at the following tocations:

Tues., July 14, 1998 Wredling School Gymnasiusm

llliinois Route 31 and Red Gate Road

Mooseheart Academy Field House
Ilincis Route 31 and Mooseheart Rd.

Thurs., July 16, 1998

Randall Oaks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road West of Randall Road

Wed., July 22, 1998

Geneva Public Works Building
1800 South State St., Geneva, IL

Tues., July 28, 1998

: The puipose of these hearings is:
* To present the propused improvements of this project
* To obtain public input an the proposal

| The Draft Environmental kmpact Statement {DEIS) prepared for the
project, supporting technical reports, and exhibits will be available for &
viewing at each hearing. Personnel will be on hand to discuss the pro-
fect, answer questions, and record you comments. The DEIS may also
be reviewed at the Division of Transportation offices, and at various
iibraries and municipal centers throughout eastern Kane County.

Additional information is available on the Internet at www.kodot.org. [

Il you are physically disabled and need assistancs in attending, piease
call Ms. Linda Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation {at
N least five days in advance) at (630) 584-1170, TTD {630) 232-5992, or
FAX (830) 5684-5265. Other questions about the hearings may also
f be referred to Ms. Haines.

Kane County Division of Transportation
41W011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, IL 60175

Altn: Fox River Bridges Study

Certificate of Publication

I, Roger F. Coleman, do hereby certify that 1 am the
publisher of the Kane County Chronicle, a daily secy-
lar newspaper of general circulation published in the
County of Kane and State of illinols, and that the same
has been regularly published for at least 12 months
prior to the date of the first publication of the notice
attached hereto. | further certify that a notice, of
which the annexed is a true printed copy, has been
regularly published in said newspaper

time(s) on the following dates:

7/7
/

I further certify that I am publisher of the Kane County
Chronicle and that said newspaper is a newspaper as
defined by the terms and conditions of Chapter 100,
paragraph 1, et seq., llinois Revised Statutes 1981,

my hand at Geneva, Illinois, this‘Zt’t
AD., 19_95.

i F L

Publisher

Given
day of




ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing concerning the proposed Fox River Bridge
Crossings in Kane County. The hearings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at
the following locations:

Tuesday, July 14, 1998 Wredling School Gymnasium
: llinois Route 31 and Red Gate Road

Thursday, July 16, 1998 Mooseheart Academy Field House
llinois Route 31 and Mooseheart Road

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Caks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building
1800 South Street, Geneva, IL

The purpose of these hearings is:
* To present the proposed improvements of this project
* To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the project, supporting.
technical reports, and exhibits will be available for viewing at each hearing. Personnel
will be on hand to discuss the CPFOject, answer 1uestions, and record your comments.
The DEIS may also be reviewed at the Division of Transportation offices, and at various
libraries and municipal centers throughout eastern Kane County. Additional information
is available on the Internet at www.kcdot.org. ’

If you are physically disabled and need assistance in attendin%, please call Ms. Linda.
Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation (at least five days in advance) at.
(630) 584-1170, TTD (630} 232-5992, or FAX (630) 584-5265. Other questions about’
the hearings may also be referred to Ms. Haines.

All correspondence regarding this project should be sent to

Kane County Division of Transportation
4]WO011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, llinois 60175

Attn: Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Beacon News
July 14, 1998




ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing concerning the proposed Fox River Bridge
Crossings in Kane County. The hearings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at
the following locations:

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Jaks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building
1800 South Street, Geneva, I

The purpose of these hearings is:
. TQ present the proposed improvements of this project
* To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the project, supporting -
technical reports, and exhibits will be available for viewing at each hearing. Personnel
will be on hand to discuss the Jaroject, answer questions, and record your comments.
The DEIS may also be reviewed at the Division of Transportation offices, and at various
libranes and municipal centers throughout eastern Kane County. Additiona! information
s avatlable on the Internet at www.kcdot.org,

If you are physically disabled and need assistance in attending, please call Ms. Linda

J

Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation ‘2t least five days in advance) at
(630) 584-1170, TTD (630) 232-5992, or FAX (630Q) £34-5265. Other questions about .
the hearings may also be referred to Ms. Haines.

Alt correspondence regarding this project should be sent to-

Kane County Division of Transportation
41WO011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, lilinois 60175

Attn: Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Courier News
July 14, 1998




East Dundee

West Dundee
Sleepy Hollow
Gilberts
Barrington Hills
Algonquin

Fox River Grove
Lake In The Hills

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

Paddock Publications, Inc.

Daily Herald
Daily Herald Valyes

A Cotporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the
State of Illinois, DOES HEREBY CERTIRY that it ig the publisher of (he

and has been published daily in the Village of Carpentersvilie, o

County(ies) of

KANE, McHENRY and State of IHinois,
—

continuously for more than One year prior {o the date of the first publication

of the notice hereinafier referred to and is of general circulation throughout
said Village, County(ies) and State.

I further certify that the DAILY HERALD is a Newspaper as defined in "ap
Act to revise the Jaw in relation to notices" as amended in 1992 Ij}inejs
Compiled Statutes, Chapter 715, Act 5, Section 1 and 5.

That a notice of whicl the annexed printed slip is a tue copy, was

published July 14, 1998
in said DAILY HERALD.
———

IN WITNESS WHEREOFE, the undersigned, the sald  PADDOCK
PUBLICATIONS, Inc., has caused this certificate to

be signed by
KENT JOHNSON » its Asst. Treasurer, at Arlington Heights

, llinois.

PADDOCK PUBLXCATIONS, INC.
DAILY HERALD N EWSPAPERS

Control # —_1243132



ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing conceming the
roposed Fox River Bridge Crossings in Kane County. Tha
arings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at tha fol-
lowing locations:

Teesday, July 14 1998 Wredling Schoel Eymaasiom
Iinois Route 31 and Red Gate Aoad

Tharsday, July 16, 1953 Mcoseheart Academy Field Hovse
Iltinois Route 31 and Mooseheart Road

Wedoesday, July 22, 1992 Rasdall Oaks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Teesday, July 28, 1993 Geneva Public Works Bullding
1800 South Street, Geneva, IL

The purpose of these hearings is:
¢ To present the proposed improvements of this project
* To obtain public input on the proposal

The D"";E,"‘;‘*,.L?"“"‘“* Impact .S!atun;r:aqt {PEIS}HS ’
prepared f roject, supporting technical reports, an
axhibits will be &Saiiahla for mmn?;l at each hearing.
Personnel will be on hand to discuss the pr:aact answar
questions, and record yo'ir comments. The DEIS may also §
be reviewed at the Division of Transportation offices, and
at various libraries and municipal centers throughout
eastern Kane County. Additional information is available on
the Interet at www.kcdot org.

" Jcru are physically disabled and need assistance in

a eu‘mhnB1 please call Ms. Linda Haines of the Kane
County Division of Transportalion (at least five days in
advance) at 630/584-1170, TTD 0/232-5992, or FAX
630/584-5265. Other questions about the hearings may
also be raferred to Ms, Haines.

;ﬁ.ﬂ correspondence regarding this project should be sant
0:

Kane County Division of Transportation
41W011 Barlington Road
St. Charles, lllineis 60175

Attn: Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Daily Herald
July 14, 1998



STATE OF iLLINOIS
KANE COUNTY

} S8S.
ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the .
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

‘rbuammtudmmmdambﬁcHHﬂnqmmmgh‘mpmpmd
FmFIrvarBﬂdgacmaJngsmKaneCwm. The hearings will be haid
from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the following locations:

Tues., July 14, 1998 Wredling School Gymnasium
lllincis Route 31 and Red Gate Road
Thurs., July 16, 1998 Mooseheart Field House
llincis Route 31 and Mooseheart Rd.
Wed., July 22, 1998 Randall Oaks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnle Road West of Randall Road
Tues., July 28, 18688 Geneva Public Works Building

1800 South State St., Geneva, IL

The purpose of these hearings Is:
*To presant the proposed Improvements of this project
* To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prapared for tha
project, supporting technical reports, and exhibits will be avallable for
viewing at each hearing. Personnel will be on hand to discuss the pro-
lect, answer questions, and record you comments. The DEIS may also
be reviewed al the Division of Transportation offices, and at various
libraries and municipal centars throughout eastern Kane County.
Additional information s available on the Internet at www.kodot.org.

If you are physically disabled and need assistance in attending, please
call Ms. Linda Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation (at
least five days in advance) at (630) 584-1170, TTD (630) 232-5892, or
FAX (630) 5684-5285. Other questions about the hearings may also
be referred to Ms. Halnes.

All cormespondance regarding this project should be sent fo:

Kane County Division of Transportation
41W011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, IL 60175

Attn: Fox River Bridges Study

Certificate of Publication

I, Roger F. Coleman, do hereby certify that t am the
publisher of the Kane County Chronicle, 3 daily secu-
lar newspaper of general circulation published in the
County of Kane and State of Iinols, and thal the same
has been regularly published for at least 12 months
prioe to the date of the first publication of ihe notice
attached hereto. | further cerlify that a notice, of
which the annexed is a true printed copy, has been
regularly published In sald newspaper __ /
time(s} on the following dates:

yef
/

I further certify that | am publisher of the Kane County
Chronicle and that said newspaper is a NEwspaper as
defined by the terms and conditions of Chapter 100,
paragraph 1, et seq., llinois Revised Statutt 5 1981,

my hand at Geneva, illinois, s E’t_’:‘

Given
day of AD. 19 T
ke,
14 )
Puiilisher




ANUNCIANDO...

AUDIENCIAS PUBLICAS sobre los PUENTES QUE CRUZAN EL

B RIO FOX. Usted esta invitado a asistir a las Audiencia Publicas rela- |
d Cionadas con las propuestas de los puentes que cruzan el Rio Fox §
¥ ¢n el Condado de Kane. Las audiencias se realizaran de 2:00 p.m. a
d 9.00 p.m. en los siguientes lugares:

Martes, 14 de julio, 1998  Wredling School Gymnasium
linois Ruta 31 y Red Gate Road
Jueves, 16 de julio, 1998 Mooseheart Academy Field House
illinois Ruta 31 y Mooseheart Road
Miércoles, 22 de julio, 1998 Saiones de Baile del Club de Golf
Randall Oaks
Binnie Road al oeste de Randall Road
Martes, 28 de julio, 1998 Geneva Pubiic Works Building
1800 South Street, Geneva, IL.

El propdsito de estas audiencias es:
*Presentar las mejoras propuestas en este proyecto
*Obtener la opinidn del publico sobre esta propuesta

B I Informe Provisional de Impacto Ambiental (DEIS) se preparo
j para el proyecto, apoyando los reportes técnicos, y habra exhibi-
¥ ciones en cada audiencia. Habra personal para discutir el proyec-
3l to, responder preguntas y registrar sus comentarios. El DEIS pue-
B de también ser revisado en las oficinas de |a Division de Transpor-

¥ te, y en varias bibliotecas y centros municipales en la parte este dei
Condado de Kane. informacion adicional esta disponible en el
j Intemet en wwivkedot.org.

M Siusted tiene incapacidades fisicas y necesita ayuda para asistir a
3 estas audiencias, por favor llame a la Sra. Linda Haines de la Divi-
B sion de Transporte del Condado de Kane {cuando menos cinco
W dias antes) al 630/584-1170, TTD 630/232-5992, o FAX 630/584-
[ 5265. Otras preguntas sobre las audiencias también pueden diri-
W girlas a al Sra. Haines.

B Toda la correspondencia en referencia a este proyecto debe ser
B enviada a:

: Kane County Transportation Division
1W011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, lllinois 60175
Attn. Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in El Conquistador
July 17, 1998



ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing conceming the proposed Fox River Bridge
Crossings in Kane County. The hearings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at
the following locations:

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Oaks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building
' 1800 South Street, Geneva, IL

The purpose of these hearings is:
* To present the proposed improvements of this project

* Toobtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the project, supporting -
technical reports, and exhibits will be available for viewing at each hearing. Personnel :
will he on hand to discuss the roject, answer (}uestions, and record your comments.
1he DEIS may also be reviewed at the Division o Transportation offices, and at various
libraries and municipal centers throughout eastern Kane County. Additional information ,
ts available on the Internet at www.kcdot.org.

il you are physically disabled and need assistance in attending, please call Ms. Linda j
Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation (at least fve days in advance) at

(630) 584-1170, TTD (630) 232-5992, or FAX (630) 584-5265. Other questions about
the hearings may also be referred to Ms. Haines. ,

Al correspondence regarding this project should be sent to:

Kane County Division of Transportation
- 41WO011 Burlington Road

St. Charles, Hllinois 60175

Attn: Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Beacon News
July 21, 1998




Sleepy Hollow
Gilberts
Algonquin

Fox River Grove
Lake In The Hills
Barrington Hills

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

Paddock Publications, Inc.

Daily Herald
Daily Herald Values

A Corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the laws of
the State of Illinois, DOES HEREBY CERTIFY that i is the publisher
of the DAILY HERALD. That said DAILY HERALD is a secular
newspaper and has been published daily in the Village of
Carpentersville, Fast Dundee, West Dundee, ( + See left)

County(ies) of Kane & McHenry L
and State of Illinois, continuously for more than one year prior to the
date of the first publication of the notice hereinafter referred to and js of
general circulation throughout said Village, County(ies) and State.

I further certify that the DAILY HERALD is a newspaper as defined in
“an Act to revise the law in relation to notices” as amended in 1992
Hlinois Compiled Statutes, Chapter 715, Act 5, Section | and 5.

That a notice of which the annexed printed slip is a true copy, was
published July 21, 1998 in
said DAILY HERALD.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, (he undersigned, the said PADDOCK
PUBLICATIONS, INC., has caused this certificate to be signed by
KENT JOHNSON, its Asst. Treasurer, at Arlington Heights, 1linois.

PADDOCK PUBLICATIONS, INC.
DAILY HERALD NEWSPAPERS

BY %ﬂd—% 7

Assistant Treasurer

Control #__ 1243132



ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearikng concerning the proposed Fox River Bridge
Crossings in Kane County. The hearings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at
the following locations:

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 ~  Randall Oaks Golf Club Ballrooms
, Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building
1800 South Street, Geneva, IL

The purpose of these hearings is:
* To present the proposed improvements of this project

* To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the project, supporting
technical reports, and exhibits will be available for viewing at each hearing. Personnel
will be on hand to discuss the project, answer c}uestions, and record your comments.
The DEIS may also be reviewed at the Division o Transportation offices, and at various
libraries and municipal centers throughout eastern Kane County. Additional information
5 available on the Internet at www.kcdot.org. :

If you are physically disabled and need assistance in attending, please call Ms. Linda
Haines of the Kane County Division of Transportation (at least five days in advance) at
(630) 584-1170, TTD {(630) 232-5992, or FAX (630} 584-5265. Other questions about
the hearings may also be referred to Ms. Haines. _

All correspondence regarding this project should be sent to:

Kane County Division of Transportation
41WO011 Burlington Road :
St. Charles, lllinois 60175

Attn: Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Courier News
July 21, 1998




ANNGUNGING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Hearing conceming the
roposed Fox River Bridge Crossings in Kane County. The
arings will be held from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the fol-
lowing locations:

Tuesday, July 14 1098 Viredling Schoal Gymnasium
lllinois Route 31 and Red Gate Road

Thersday, July 16, 1998 Mooseheart Academy Field House
Iinois Route 31 and Mooseheart Road

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Oaks Bolf Club Ballrooms
Binnie Road west of Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Gieneva Public Warks Building
1800 South Street, Geneva, IL

The purpose of these hearings is:
® To present the proposed improvements of this project
* To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
prepared for the project, supporting lechnical reports, and
exhibits will be available for viewing at each hearing.
Personnel will be on hand to discuss the pméact answer
questions, and record your commants. The DEIS may also
be reviewed at the Division of Transportation offices, and
at various libraries and municipal centers throughout
eastem Kane County. Additional information is available on
the Intermet at www kcdot.org.

If you are physically disabled and need assistanca in
attending, please call Ms. Linda Haines of the Kane
County ion of Transportation (at least five days in
advance) at 630/584-1170, TTD 630/232-5992, or FAX
630/584-5265, Other questions about the hearings may
also be referred to Ms. Haines.

:d': correspondenca regarding this project should ba sent
D:

Kane County Division of Transportation
41W011 Burlingten Road

St. Cha:zs, Ninois 60175

Attn: Fox River Bridges Study

Advertisement published in the Daily Herald
July 21, 1998



STATE OF ILLINOIS } ss
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§ANNOUNCING...

PUBLIC HEARINGS on the
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

You are invited to attend a Public Héar‘mg concerning the proposed
Fox River Bridge Crossings in Kane County. The hearings wilt be held
- from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the folfowing locations:

Wed,, July 22, 1998 Randall Caks Golf Club Ballrooms
Binnle Road West of Randall Road

Tues., July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building
1800 South State St., Genevas, il.

8l The purpese of these hearings is:
¢ To present the proposed improvements of this project
= To obtain public input on the proposal

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared for the
project, supporting technical reports, and exhibits will be avallable for
viewing at each hearing. Personnel will be on hand 1o discuss the pro-
ject, answer questions, and record you comments, Tha DEIS may also
be raviewed at the Dhvision of Transportation offices, and at various

| ibraries and municipal centers throughout eastern Kane County. |

M Additional information is avaitabls on the Internet at www.kodot.org.

: It you are physically disabled and need assistance In attending, please
call Ms. Linda Haines of the Kane County Division of Transporiation (at

least five days in advance) at (630) 584-1170, TTD (630) 232-5992, or |

i FAX (630) 5684-5265. Other questions about the hearings may also
jl be referred to Ms. Haines,

All correspondence regarding this project should be sent to:

Kane County Division of Transportation
41W011 Burlington Road

St. Charfes, IL. 60175

Atin: Fox River Bridges Study

Certificate of Publication

I, Roger F. Coleman, do hereby certify that | am the
publisher of the Kane County Chronicle, a daily secy-
tar newspaper of general circulation published In the
County of Kane and State of lllinols, and that the same
has been regularly published for at least 12 months
prior to the date of the first publication of the notice
attached hereto. 1 further certify that a notice, of
which the annexed is a true printed copy, has been
regularty published in said newspaper

time(s) on the following dates:

7o)
7

!

i further certify that | am publisher of the Kane County
Chronicle and that said newspaper is a newspaper as
defined by the terms and conditions of Chapter 100,
paragraph 1, et seq., Iinois Revised Statules 1981.

Given u my hand at Geneva, lllinois, lhig}?&x
day of AD,19_°IX .

Publisher







2. Postcards

Invitations to the public hearings were mailed in the form of post cards to parties that had
registered at one of the previous public meetings or had expressed interest in being on a mailing
list. Approximately 1100 postcards were sent, though no attempt was made to 1dentify duplicate
addresses. Also, in the years since the list began, many of the parties had moved and the
postcards were undeliverable. Shown on the following page is a copy of the posteard text and a
canceled copy of a mailed posteard.






You are cordially invited to attend the Public Hearing on the Fox River Bridge
Crossings project. '

Hearings will be held between 2:00 PM and 9:00 PM at four locations:
Wredling Schoo! Gymnasium at IHinois Route 31 and Red Gute Road on
Tuesday, July 14, 1998
Mooscheart Academy Field House at Illinois Route 31 and Mooseheart
Road on Thursday, July i6, 1998
Randall Oaks Golf Club Batlrooms on Binnie Road west of Randall Road
on Wednesday, July 22, 1998
Geneva Public Works Building, $800 South Street on Tuesday, July 28,
1998

The Draft Environmental Impact Statemen?, supporting technical reports and
exhibits are available for viewing. Staff will be available for answering
questions. Your comments will also be solicited.

1f you are physically disabled and need assistance in aitending, please call
Ms. Linda Haines at (630) 584-1170, TTD (630) 232-5592, or

FAX (630) 584-5265. Other questions may also be referred to Ms. Haines.

Alfred Benesch & Company A~ <+ /4
205 N. Michigan Avenue SR I
Boulevard Towers South

Suite 2400

Chicago, IL 60601 -

P SRR I8 Pl

Brian Gabriels

on_,
2004 Cug ]

A
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3. Letters to Organizations

Following are samples of the three types of letters sent as a transmittal to groups or individuals
requesting copies of the DEIS. Letter No. 1 was transmitted to addressees at regulatory agencies.
Letter No. 2 was transmitted to addressees at libraries, park and school districts, and municipal,
township, and county government centers. Letter No. 3 was transmitted to addressees including
elected officials, community interest groups, environmental and political action groups,
transportation agencies and corporations, transportation study centers, and concerned citizens.

A copy of the mailing list, organized by letter type, is also attached. The letters of transmittal
accompanying the mailing included an invitation to the public hearings, as well as the hearing
date and locations.






SAMPLE COPY -- LETTER NO. 1

FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation
Federal Document No.: FHWA-IL-EIS-93-01-D/4(f)

Kane County, llinois

June 12, 1998

Mr. ...
Address

Dear (Addressee):

On behalf of the Federal Highway Administration, pursuant to 42 USC 4332 et seq (National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended), we are providing for your review and comment
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation (DEIS) for the
construction of new bridges with approach roads across the Fox River in Kane County, Ilinois.
The proposed action studied in this DEIS is the construction of new crossings of the Fox River
between the Kane/McHenry County Line and the Kane/Kendall County line in the eastern
portion of Kane County, 1llinois.

Written comments on the DEIS are due by August 10, 1998, and should be mailed to:
Mr. John P. Kos, P.E.
District Engineer, District One
Ilfinois Department of Transportation
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, I11. 60196-1096
Attn.: Ms. Nancy L. Magnus

You are also invited and encouraged to attend one of a series of public hearings on the project, to
be held:

Tuesday, July 14, 1998 Wredling School Gymnasium at [llinois Route 31 and Army

Trail Road

Thursday, July 16, 1998 Mooseheart Campus Fieldhouse on Illinois Route 31 and
Mooseheart Road

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Oaks Golf Club Ballrooms on Binnie Road west of
Randall Road

Tuesday, July 28, 1998 Geneva Public Works Building, 1800 South Street, Geneva



Page 2

The hearings will be in an Open House format from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., and will be held in
handicapped accessible locations. Information and exhibits will be available, and the project
consultants and staff will be present to explain the project and answer questions. A stenographer
will be present to take comments, and forms will be available to make written comments.

Copies of the DEIS are also being distributed to federal, state, and local agencies, interested
persons and organizations with special expertise, and public libraries and municipal centers in
eastern Kane County. The DEIS and copies of the technical reports prepared in support of the
DEIS are available at the Central Office of the Illinois Department of Transportation in
Springfield, the District Office of the Illinois Department of Transportation in Schaumburg, the
Kane County Government Center in Geneva and the Division Office of the Federal Highway
Administration in Springfield for public inspection, review and comment.

We look forward to your active participation in the NEPA process through your review,
comments, and inquiries. Your cooperation in meeting the written review comment due date of
August 10, 1998 for the DEIS is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions or would like to
discuss the project in more detail, please contact William Barbel at 847-705-4122.

Very truly yours,
John P. Kos, P.E.
District Engineer
By:

Nancy L. Magnus, P.E.
Bureau Chief of Local Roads and Streets

NLM:mmo
Enclosure:  DEIS
bee:  Dennis Johnson, Federal Highway Administration

Jeffrey Dailey, Kane County Division of Transportation
Darrell McMurray, IDOT, Central Bureau of Local Roads and Streets



SAMPLE COPY -- LETTER NO. 2

FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation
Federal Document No.: FHW A-IL-EIS-93-01-D/4(f)

Kane County, Illinois

June 12, 1998

M. .
Address
Dear (Addressee):

On behalf of the Federal Highway Administration, we are providing you a copy of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation (DEIS) for the construction of new
bridges with approach roads across the Fox River in Kane County, Illinois. We ask that you
make the enclosed copy of the DEIS available for public review and inspection through mid-
September. Copies of the DEIS are also being distributed to federal, state, and local agencies,
and to interested persons and organizations with special expertise. We have also enclosed a
Public Hearing Notice for this project. We ask that you post it in a conspicuous location,

If you have any questions, please contact Tom Rickert of the Kane County Division of
Transportation at (630) 584-1170.

Very truly yours,

John P, Kos, P.E.
District Engineer

[k

By:
Nancy L. Magnus, P.E.
Bureau Chief of Local Roads and Streets

NILM:mmo

Enclosures:  DEIS
Public Hearing Notice

bee:  Dennis Johnson, Federal Highway Administration
Jeffrey Dailey, Kane County Division of Transportation
Darrell McMurray, IDOT, Central Bureau of Local Roads and Streets






SAMPLE COPY -- LETTER NO. 3

FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation
Federal Document No.: FHWA-IL-EIS-93-01-D/4(f)

Kane County, Illinois

June 12, 1998

M. ..

Address

Dear (Addressee):

On behalf of the Federal Highway Administration, we are providing for your review and
comment the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation (DEIS) for the
construction of new bridges with approach roads across the Fox River in Kane County, Jllinois.

We are providing this document because of your special expertise, particular interest or
involvement in this project.

Written comments on the DEIS are due by August 14, 1998, and should be mailed to:
Mr. John P. Kos, P.E.
District Engineer, District One
Ilinois Department of Transportation

201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, 1L 60196-1096

Attn.: Ms. Nancy L. Magnus

You are also invited and encouraged to attend one of a series of public hearings on the project, to
be held on the following dates:

Tuesday. July 14, 1998 Wredling School Gymnasium at Ilinois Route 31 and Red Gate

Road

Thursday, July 16, 1998 Mooseheart Campus Fieldhouse on Illinois Route 31 and
Mooseheart Road

Wednesday, July 22, 1998 Randall Oaks Golf Club Ballrooms on Binnie Road west of
Randall Road

Wednesday, July 28, 1998  Kane County Government Center Building A on Ilinois Route
31 south of Illinois Route 38



Page 2

The hearings will be in an Open House format from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., and will be held in
handicapped accessible locations. Information and exhibits will be available, and the project
consultants and staff will be present to explain the project and answer questions. A stenographer
will be present to take comments, and forms will be available to make written comments.

Copies of the DEIS are also being distributed to federal, state, and local agencies, interested
persons and organizations with special expertise, and public libraries and municipal centers in
eastern Kane County. The DEIS and copies of the technical reports prepared in support of the
DEIS are available at the Central Office of the Iilinois Department of Transportation in
Springfield, the District Office of the Illinois Department of Transportation in Schaumburg, the
Kane County Government Center in Geneva and the Division Office of the Federal Highway
Administration in Springfield for public inspection, review and comment.

We look forward to your review, comments, and inguiries. Your cooperation in providing
written comments before August 14, 1998 is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions or
would like to discuss the project in more detail, please contact Tom Rickert of the Kane County
Division of Transportation at (630) 584-1170.

Very truly yours,

John P. Kos, P.E.
District Engineer

77 s

By:
Nancy L. Magnus, P.E.
Bureau Chief of Local Roads and Streets

NLM:mmo
Enclosure: DEIS
bee: Dennis Johnson, Federal Highway Administration (HD-IL)

Jeffrey Dailey, Kane County Division of Transportation
Darrell McMurray, IDOT, Central Bureau of Local Roads and Streets



Recipients of Letter No. 1 -- Regulatory Agencies

Mr. Mike MacMullen

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region V
Planning and Assessment Branch (ME-19])

77 W. Jackson Boulevard

Chicago, 1L 60604

National Environmental Coordinator
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Ecological Sciences PYivision

P.O. Box 2890

Washington, DC 20013

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Natral Resources Conservation Service
1902 Fox Drive

Champaign, IL. 61820

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue

Room 615F

Washington, DC 20201

Mr. Jeff Mengler

U.S. Department of Interior
Fish & Wildlife Service
1000 Hart Road, Suite 180
Barrington, IL 60010

Regional Director, Great Lakes Region
U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Aviation Adntinistration

2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

Commander (OBR}

U.S. Department of Transportation
U.S. Coast Guard, Ninth District
1240 E. Ninth Street, Room 2019
Cleveland, OH 44199-2060

Mr. Joe Entinger

Federal Transit Administration
200 W. Adams, Suite 2410
Chicago, IL 60606

Mr. Steve Hamer

Illinois Department of Natural Resources
524 S. Second Street

Springfield, IL 62701

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Old Post Office Building

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Suite 809

Washington, DC 20004

U.S. Department of Agriculture

Kane-DuPage Soil & Water Conservation District
545 Randall Road
St. Charles, IL 60174

U.S. Department of Commerce
NOAA (National Geodetic Survey)
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Region V

77T W, Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, IL 60604-3507

Director, Office of Environmental Policy & Compliance

U.S. Department of the Interior
Main Interior Building, MS2340
1849 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20240

U.S. Department of Transportation
Oftice of Policy

Federal Railroad Administration
400 7th Street, Room 8302
Washington, DC 20590

Mr. Mitch Iscoe

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
I11 N. Canal Street

Chicago, IL 60606-7206

1ifinois Bureau of the Budget
State House Room 108
Springfield, IL 62706

IHinois Department of Corrections
1301 Concordia Court

Box 19277

Executive Office Building
Springfield, IL 62706



Recipients of Letter No. 1 - Regulatory Agencies

Ms. Deanna Glosser

Illinois Department of Natural Resources
600 N. Grand Avenue

Springfield, IL 62701

lilinois Department of Natural Resources
Office of the Director

325 W, Adams Street, Third Floor
Springfield, IL 62704

Hlinois Department of Natural Resources
Office of Water Resources

201 West Ceater Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196

Mr. Brian Wilm

Illinois Natural History Survey
607 Peabody Drive
Champaign, IL. 61820

Mlinois Nature Preserves Commission
524 South Second Street

Lincoln Tower Plaza

Springfield, IL 62706

Hlinois Department of Transportation
Division of Aeronautics

Capital Airport

Springfield, H. 62707

Mr. Thomas Flattery

Minois Department of Natural Resources
Office of Realty & Environmental Assessment
524 S. Second Street

Springfield, IL. 62706

Hlinois Commerce Commission
160 N. LaSalle Street
Chicago, IE. 60601

Illinois State Clearinghouse

State Single Point of Contact

Office of the Governor, State of Illinois
107 Stratten

Springfield, IL 62706

Hllinois Department of Natural Resources
Office of Mines and Minerals

300 West Jefferson Street, Suite 300
Springfield, IL 62791-0137

Mr. Mike Miller

Illinois State Geological Survey
615 E. Peabody Drive
Champaign, IL 61820

Illinois State Water Survey
2204 Griffith Drive
Champaign, IL 61820-7495

Minois Department of Public Health
535 W. Jefferson Street, Fioor 5
Springfield, IL 62761

Mr. Bruce Yurdin

Ilineis Environmental Protection Agency
2200 Churchill Road

Springfield, IL 62706

lllinois Transportation Archeological Research Program
109 Davenport Hall

607 South Mathews Street

University of [Hinois

Urbana, IE. 60801

IHinois Department of Agriculture
Bureau of Farmland Protection
Division of Natural Resources

State Fairgrounds, P. O, Box 19281
Springfield, IL 62794-9281

Ms. Anne M. Haaker

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Ilinois Historic Preservation Agency

500 E. Madison Street

Springfield, IL 62701



Recipients of Letter No. 1 -- Regulatory Agencies

Mr. Aristide E. Biciunas Executive Director

Executive Director Northeastern Hlinois Planning Commission
Chicago Area Transportation Study 222 8§, Riverside Plaza, Suite 1800

300 W. Adams Street Chicago, IL 60606

Chicago, IL 60606






Recipients of Letter No. 2 -- Libraries, Park and School Districts, Municipal, Township,

and County Government Centers

Illinois State Library
Centennia! Building, Room 275
Springfield, IL 62756

City of Aurora
44 East Downer Place
Aurora, IL 60507

Village of Bartlett
228 5. Main Street
Bartlett, IL. 60103

Village of Carpentersville
1200 Besinger Drive
Carpentersville, IL 60110

City of Elgin
150 Dexter Court
Elgin, 11. 60120

Village of North Aurora
235 East State Street
North Aurora, IL 60542

Village of South Elgin
10 North Water Street
South Elgin, IL 60177

Village of West Dundee
102 S. Second Street
West Dundee, IL 60118

Mr. Randall Vicek
Administrative Librarian
Algonquin Area Public Library
115 Eastgate Drive

Algonquin, IL. 60102

Village of Algonguin
2 8. Main Street
Algonquin, IL 60102

Village of Barrington Hills
112 Algonguin Road
Barrington, IL 60010

City of Batavia
101 North Island Avenue
Batavia, IL 60510

Village of East Dundee
120 Barrington Avenue
East Dundee, IL. 60118

City of Geneva
22 South First Street
Geneva, IL 60134

Village of Sleepy Hollow
One Thorebred Lane
Sleepy Holiow, IL 60118

City of St. Charles
2 East Main Street
Si. Charles, IL 60174

Village of Wayne
P.O. Box 532
Wayne, IL 60184

Ms. Janet Plaza

Library Director

Aurora City Public Library
1 East Benton Street
Aurora, IL 60505-4299



Recipients of Letter No. 2 — Libraries, Park and School Districts, Municipal, Township,

and County Government Centers

Ms. Barbara L. Sugden
Librarian

Barrington Public Library
505 N. Northwest Highway
Barrington, IL 60010-3399

Mr. Paul Mechtenberg

Library

Dundee Township Public Library
555 Barrington Avenue

Dundee, 1L 60118

Mzr. Paul Murphy
Librarian

Messenger Library

14 East State Street
North Avrora, IL 60542

Bartlett Park District
P.0O. Box 8301
Bartlett, I1. 60103

Mr. Thomas Mammoser
Dundee Township Park District
21 N. Washington Street
Carpentersville, IL 60110

Mr. Charles Hosheit
Fox Valley Park District
P.O. Box 818

Aurora, IL 60507

Mr. Steven Persinger
Geneva Park District
710 Western Avenue
Geneva, [L. 60134

Township Supervisor & Clerk
Aurora Township

80 North Broadway

Aurora, TL 60505

Township Supervisor & Clerk
Dundee Township

553 Barrington Avenue
Dundee, IL. 60118

Ms. Margaret E. Cooper
Librarian

Batavian Public Library
335 West Wilson Street
Batavia, IL 60310

Ms. Jeanne Hintz
Librartan

Geneva Public Library
127 James Street
Geneva, IL 60134

Ms. Diana M. Brown
Librarian

St. Charles Public Library
1 South Sixth Avenue

St. Charles, IL 60174

Mr. Ralph Voris
Batavia Park District
327 West Wilson Street
Batavia, IL. 60510

Mr. Dan Gooch

DuPage County Forrest Preserve District
185 Spring Avenue

Glen Ellyn, IL. 60138

Mr. Jon Duerr

Kane County Forest Preserve District
719 Batavia Avenue

Geneva, IL 60134

Mr. lim Breen

St. Charles Park District
101 South Second Street
St. Charles, IL. 60174

Township Supervisor & Clerk
Batavia Township

101 North Island Avenue
Batavia, IL. 60510

Township Supervisor & Clerk
Elgin Township

1814 Grandstand Pl

Elgin, IL 60123



Recipients of Letter No. 2 -- Libraries, Park and School Districts, Municipal, Township,
and County Government Centers

Township Supervisor & Clerk Township Supervisor & Clerk

Geneva Township
2202 Gary Lane
Geneva, IL. 60134

Elgin District U-46
355 East Chicago Street
Elgin, IL 60120

Aurora West District #129
80 South River Street
Aurora, IL 60507

Barrington District #220
310 East James Street
Barrington, II. 60010

Marmion Academy
1000 Butterfield Road
Aurcra, IL 60504

§t. Charles District #303
201 S5. Seventh Street
St. Charles, IL 60174

Kane County Regional School Board of Trustees

719 South Batavia Avenue
Geneva, IL 60134

St. Charles Township
1725 Dean Street
St. Charles, IL 60174

Batavia District #101
12 West Wilson Street
Batavia, IL. 60510

Aurora East District #131
417 Fifth Street
Aurora, IL 60505

Community Unit School District #300
300 Cleveland Avenue
Carpentersville, IL 60110-1943

Mooseheart School
Mooseheart, IL 60539-1088

Geneva District #304
400 McKinley
Geneva, IL 60134






Recipients of Letter No. 3 -- Elected Officials, Community Interest Groups,
Environmental and Political Action Groups, Transportation Agencies and
Corporations, Transportation Study Centers, and Concerned Citizens

The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert
Congressman

27 North River Street

Batavia, IL. 60510

The Honorable Carol Mosley Braun
U.S. Senator

230 S. Dearborn Street

Chicago, [L 60604

The Honorable Mary Lou Cowlishaw
State Representative

552 South Washington Street, Suite 119
Naperville, IL 60566

The Honorable Suzanne Deuchler
State Representative

1128A Prairie Street

Aurora, IL 60506

The Honorable Steve Rauschenberger
State Senator

24 Douglas

Elgin, IL 60120

Ms. Nancy Reeves
Facts About Bridges
5N812 Pearson Drive
St. Charles, IL 60174

Chicageland Bicycle Federation
343 S, Dearborn Avenue

Suite 1017

Chicago, IL 60604

Ms. Kathy Lacey-Anderson
Friends of the Fox River
P.O. Box 1314

Crystal Lake, IL 60039-1314

Fox Valley Land Foundation
1130-K Yew Court
Elgin, IL 60120

The Honorable Richard Durbin
U.S. Senator

230 §. Dearborn Street
Chicago, IL 60604

The Honorable Deris Karpiel
State Senator

400 West Lake Street, Suite 220
Roselle, IL 60172

The Honorable Doug Hoeft
State Representative

24 Douglas

Elgin, IL 60120

The Honorable Pat Lindner
State Representative

24 Douglas

Elgin, IL 60120

The Honorable Chris Lauzen
State Senator

P.O. Box 111

Geneva, IL 60134

League of Illinois Bicyclists
417 South Dearborn, Suite 1000
Chicago, IL 60605-1120

League of American Bicyclists
1216 Olive Road
Homewood, IL 60430

Nature Conservancy
8 5. Michigan Avenue
Chicago, 1L 60603



Recipients of Letter No. 3 -- Elected Officials, Community Interest Groups,
Environmental and Political Action Groups, Transportation Agencies and
Corporations, Transportation Study Centers, and Concerned Citizens

Openlands Project
220 South State Street, Suite 1380
Chicago, IL. 60604

Mr. Tom Rickert

Kane County Council of Mayors
41 WO011 Burlington Road

St, Charles, IL 60175

Ms. Michelle Dick

DuPage County Council of Mayors
1220 Oak Brook Road

Oak Brook, IL 60523

Mr. Jim Harrel

Union Pacific Railroad

1416 Dodge Street, Room 110
Omaha, NE 68179-1100

Environmental Law and Policy Center
35 East Wacker Drive

Suite 1300

Chicago, IL 60601-2208

The Honorable Gayle Franzen
DuPage County Board Chairman
421 N. County Farm Road
Wheaton, IL 60187

Mr. Michael P. Magnuson

McHenry County Highway Department
P.O. Box 669

Woodstock, IL 60098

Mr. Dennis Dal Santo

Pace

550 W. Algonquin Road
Arlington Heights, 1L 60005

Sierra Club
506 South Wabash Avenue, Suite 505
Chicago, IL 60605

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad
1670 Henderson Street
Galesburg, IL 61401

Mr. Tom Zeinz

Ilinois Central Railroad
17641 Ashland Avenue
Homewood, IL 60430-1345

Ms. Mary McCreadie
Transportation Center
Northwestern University
1935 Sheridan Road
Evanston, IL 60208-2300

Mr. Chuck Tokarski

County Engineer

DuPage Division of Transportation
130 N. County Farm Road
Wheaton, IL 60187

Mr. Gary Foyle

Director of Planning and Analysis
Metra

547 W. Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, 1. 60661

Mr. Ron Shimizu

Regional Transportation Authority
181 W. Madison Street, Suite 1900
Chicago, IL 60602

Ms. Day Waterman

Fox Valley Land Foundation
204 S. River Street

South Elgin, IL. 60177






B. HANDOUT

The following pages are copied from the brochure titled “Fox River Bridge Study News”. This
brochure, published by the Kane County Division of Transportation, was available at the four
public hearings held in July, 1998.
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R o

seuters first built wood bridges which gave
way {o e T870's cra iron bridges, and
these Bove been replaced with conerete
and s1e 1 hridges, Today there are 22
bridges panning the Fox River in Kane
County  Ihe bridges constructed in recent
years incade the Hlinois Street Bridge in
St Charles (bailtin the late 1950753, the
Interstate 1-88 and 1-20 bridges tbuiit in
the T960%), the two-tance Prairic Street
Bridge in st Charles buiblt in 1994, and the
four-lane tabyan Parkway Bridge con-
sttucted bothe Kane County Division ol
Transports ion in 1973,

The su o cin development on the west
side of the Fox River in the 1990 resulted

I increased trallic congestion and need for

aecess, Kane County responded o these
issucs in several steps The first was 1o
verily a need lor action, The 1990 Fox
River Bridge Study. connnissioned by the
Fox River Bridge Advisory Committee,
showed the need for additional bridges on
the Fox River in Kane County. The 1991
Internodal Sarlace Transportation
Lfficiency Act (1ISTEA} subsequenttiy
funded an Invironmental Impact
Statement (18) and Section 41 valuation
o study Tive Kane County proposed bridge
corridors. An EIS is a federally mandated

NEED FOR NEw BRIDGES ESTABLISH D

disclosure docoment requared for . v pro
jects involving dederst Tunds that v v sig
nificanty alleet the nune made o naiurad
cnvirommnent.

The purprose ol the LIS is to evaluate o
serics ol 1ransporation improveiments to
provide access aoross the Fos River,
Traisporlation Buprovement alematives
were developed o meet the lotlowing
purpose and need requircinent o

(1} To enhance Kate Count s
transportation nebwork by redscing
congestion and providing alierare and
more direct routes;

(2} o serve existing land uses in Kane
County through efficient access to centrai
business distiicts, pubilic services, and
cntployinent and commmercial centers;

{3) To serve proposed land uses outlined
m Kane County's 2020 Land Rewource
Mantagemend Plan, swhich encourages
compact, constiguons growth in the castern
portions of Kans County while presering
the rural qualities of the western portion,

Fransportalion mmprovenent
alternatives include No Action - o build
allernative, Congestion Mandgenicnr -
improve sransit and exisiing (ransportation
lacilitics, and brild alrcrreive - huilding
additional bridge crossings.

CORTEed I HCST P



The results of the LIS show that the The tables below show population

Build Alternative is the caly option found growth and various bridge capacities
to address the above purpose and need. and traffic projoctions for the year

It is important to note that duriter the 2020. All of these bridges will be
study, the aliernatives that have over capacity by the year 2010.
remained under consideration are those

that nicet the purpose ai+f need and do POPULATION GROWTH

not create unacceplabde iv pacts. The .

impacts studied incude 1hose that may 1990 2020 %Chanye
aifga the l}atural cnvir‘m;:ucm, as well ag DuPage TRL639 1002 5EY  28%
private residences, l_)usuw ses, and [l)uhlrc Kane MI7.A435 0 540,672 70%
and private properties. I -ach corridor .
the bridge alternatives will indude, Mollenry LB%21Y, R0-488 4
where possible, bicycle and pedestrian will 357,301 727,464 1045,
accominodations. The Kane Cowity Chicago Mctro 7265094 9,044,941 25%

Board will use information gencrated by
the EIS to determine and prioritice which
river crassings should be built, Exiensive
involvement by the public, public offi-
dials, and many resource and regalatory

agencies was considered in the evalua- Crossings _Capacity 1997 2020 _Deficlency
tion of the bridge corridors. 1,62 30,000 28,000 65,000 35000
.72 24,000 210300 46,000 22,000
1. 64 MO,.000 0 28,000 <&,000 18,400
I 38 24000 25,000 43000 19,000
Fabyan F(LOOO 25,000 52,000 22,000
L 506 13,0000 15,000 25,000 12,000

Sewree: Northvasterss Qliness Plasmiig Connission

REGIONAL BRIDGE CAPACITIES
& PROJECTIONS

Sowree: Kane Cotany Diviaen of Tranpottation

ii"
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fhnors Rewite 64 01 doswrtiowns 1 Charles diey nf evening rush fronr,



ProrosidD BRIDGE ALTERNATIVES

Following are deseriptions of the five bridge corridors that
are muder consideration at this time.

NORTH REGION

Bols Road Corridor in the Villages of Carpentersville and Algonquin
Hhe proposed ol Road Bridge and roadwav would consist of 1wo 12-[oo
Livees e cach divection separated by an 18-Toot median. The toad will be about
5.6 mites Tong wah sipgnabized intersections al Huntley Road, Randall Road,
Sicepy Hollow Road, Dlinois Route 31, Hlinots Route 25 and Winois Route 61.
(he estinnated cose* ol this project in 1998 doflars is $55 million,

CENTRAL REGION

Chicago Central & Pacilic (CCHP)Y/Stearns Road Corridor in

the Village of South Elgin

The proposed CCEPISIearns Road Bridee and roadway would consist of two 12-
loat Lanes inceach direaion, separated by a {our-foot median. Signalived inter-

sections would be Jocated ar Randall Road, Mcol.ean Boulevard, Minois Route 25,

stid hunhan Road. The intersections of Hineis Ronte 25 with Dunham Roead
dnd Dunbinn Road with Stearns Read would be realigned into one intersection.
five proposed roadway would continue east of the intersection 1o join an
inprovement (@ Srearns Road planned by DuPage County for construction in
20U, Lhere will be no intersection with 1 nois Route 31 The length of this
eproyeinent will be -La-mifes. Ity estimated cost® in 1998 dollars is $o6 million.

Red Gate Road Corridor near the City of §1. Charles and
the Village of Wayne
e fod Gage Road conidor s three aligi.orent options under consideration
al this e, The o northerly alipniments consist of two 12-1oo1 lanes in each
direction. separated by a lour-foot median. The inajor imersection improve-
mers will be al Randall Road, Minois Route 31, and inois Route 25, These
Aignmmenty then join the CCHP/Stearns Road alignment tor the interseaion
nnprovement (o Dunhan Road, Hlinois Route 25, and Stearns Road, fora 5.8-
nrde fong improvement. y

Phe sontherhy alicnment is a two-fane roadway connecting Red Gate Road
with Ay Drail Road. lnrersection improvanents are propased for Randali
Read, Winois Ronie 3, Hinois Route 29, and Dunbam Road. The length of this
Smprovenient i1 niles. The estimated coste ol this projectin 1998 dollarss 14
s77 millies tor the 1wo gontherly alignoier:ts and 341 million Tor te southerly
dffurnen,

Chicago avd Northwestern (CENW)/Dean Street Corridor

in the Civ. of ¢ Charles

e propo d CHENW/Dean Street Bridpe and roadway cortidor would commist
ol two 15 o bines, nterseations with inathic sigeals would e provided a
Randall 8o o che western terminusy, Deast Street, and Hinois Route 64 cast ol
the Fosc B the easternoernsinus ), No titersection wandd be provided with
Hiinois Koo 30 o lHinois Roue 25, The sength ol this inprovement is 1.9
pides, The stinsaned cose of this project ine 1998 dollars is $26 milon.

SOUTH # GION

Hinois Re e 56/0ale Street Corridor in the Village of North Aurora
The propes d Hinois Ronge 26/0ak Street sypical cross section consists of two
P2 Avor lars inceadis divection, Eest of Har Roead, the median will be 50 fees
wodes W of Thiet Road, an 18-Toon median will be provided. Intersections with
palic sipn s are proposed o Orchard Road ithe westersy terminas), Bandali
Road, My« Rowre 31 inois Ronte 29, and Kirk Road. At Kisk Road the
roadivay ce s sedtion wilhimatch the existing Hineis Rovie 6. The length of
thiv impro went s 5.2 miles, The estimated cost® of this project in 1998 dolars
A I TTTH BT
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CROSSING
IMPACTS

Providi. g new bridge capacily can pro-
vide mere direct rottes 1o destinations,
reduce congestion, accidents and air pol-
tution, while improving response time
for police, fire, and emergency services.
Coordination with the Kane County
Land U. ¢ Plan means that the new
bridges will enhance access to existing
land us 5 and preserve the historic
integrite of our downtown arcas.

The o:sadvantages of constructing new
bridges nclude increased traffic noise in
some locations, impacts 1o wetlands and
historic sites, and inconsistencies with
some Ieocal land use plaas, i addition,

new bridee corridor construction will
nnpact homes and busitiesses

However, the LIS establishes approxi-
nrate corridor arcas and identilies poten-
tially impacied properties. tn many
cases, the exact impact to prepertices will
not be known until the detatfed design
phase. T iy anticipated (hat only a few
corridors will be sclected and siven high
privtity by the County Board. Alter this
decision is made, every effort will be
nade to accommodate affectcsd pnopeny
owners ina timely manner. 5 standard
acquisition process will be nsed 1o
cnsure fair and equitable srea-ment.
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"SCHEDULE FOR DL ISIONS AND CONSTRUCTION

oy

L

S e ALl T

The Ko e County Board is scheduled 1o
sct selest bridge corridors and priorities
in October 1998, after the public hear-
ings an L review of all comments, These
corridus and priorities will then be
mcorporvated into the LS and fonwvarded
to the Federal Highway Adiministration
lor ling. review and a record decision.

KANE COunTY DIvISION
OF TRANSPORTATION

Following the record decision, the
County will initiate an engineering study
to identify the exact property boundarics
[or the project. The land acquisition
process will then be initiared necessary.
The actual construction of the bridyes is
subject to available funding and Las no
yet been determined,

ATWOTT Burlingion Road
st Charles, TH 60175
Phone (6303 5841170
FAX (030} 584-5205
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C. RECORD OF THE PUBLIC HEARINGS, JULY, 1998

In July 1998, public hearings were held at four locations within Kane County. The locations for
the hearings were chosen to make sure that each region was represented and that people
potentially affected by each proposed bridge location had reasonable access to the public hearing
process. Hearings were held on these dates:

¢ Tuesday, July 14, 1998, at Wredling School in South Elgin

e Thursday, July 16, 1998, at Mooseheart Academy in North Aurora

»  Wednesday, July 22, 1998, at Randall Oaks Golf Club in West Dundee

¢ Thursday, July 28, 1998, at the Geneva Public Works Building

All hearings were held from 2:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The hearings were held in an "open house"
format, with no formal presentation given. Rather, exhibits related to overall project and to each
corridor were displayed, with consultants on hand to answer questions as attendees reviewed the

exhibits.

1. Sign-in Sheets

The attached sign-in sheets, located at the entrance to each hearing location, were used to record
the name, address, and affiliation of each person attending the hearings.
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PUBLIC HEARINGS
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REGISTRATION FORM
FoX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS
PUBLIC HEARINGS
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REGISTRATION FORM
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Meeting Date: \\u]\lj \4 }\qqg Location: Mﬁ?_ﬂﬁi{&_&m

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

NAME & AFFILIATION (IF ANY)

ADDRESS
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REGISTRATION FORM
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Meeting Date: \\(;.,Itfl )dl’qq8 Location: LA){("ALNS M\({d ]C %Cl’l(’ﬁ(‘)l
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

NAME & AFFILIATION (IF ANY)

ADDRESS
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FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS

PUBLIC HEARINGS
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REGISTRATION FORM
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Meeting Date: _ )i, l,; IL{ \998 Location: U)m“xng MMJG”( %(‘J’rml

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

NAME & AFFILIATION (IF ANY)

ADDRESS
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REGISTRATION FORM
FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS
PUBLIC HEARINGS

Meeting Date: _ ) M !éllﬁgg Location: \& HfAL?ﬂ \(ld lﬁ c N bmi

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

EARLY

NAME & AFFILIATION (IF ANY)
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2. Photographs of Exhibits

The following section contains photographs of the exhibits for the five proposed bridge cormidors,
displayed at each of the four hearing locations.
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APPENDIX A
Part I1
Comments to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Responses

INTRODUCTION

The Ilinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) in cooperation with the Federal Highway
Authority (FHWA) has complied with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and IDOT
policy with respect to formal public participation for the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
and Section 4(f) Evaluation (DEIS) by making the subject DEIS available for public review and
comment from June 4, 1998 through July 31, 1998.

Chapter 1 of this Part contains a summary with responses of the comments from resource and
regulatory agencies who will be involved in the review and approval of the EIS followed by the
actual comments. Chapter 2 contains comments from other Agencies and Government bodies that
are relevant to understanding the DEIS. Chapter 3 contains a general surnmary of the comments
and generalized responses to the written comments and transcripts of oral comments received from
the general public which immediately follow this discussion. Chapter 4 contains comments from
groups with apparent specialized knowledge.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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APPENDIX A
Part II - Chapter One
Comments from Resource and Regulatory Agencies with Responses

This chapter deals with comments from resource and regulatory agencies that will be involved in
the approval of the EIS or serve as a resource to those agencies that will be involved in the
approval. The first part deals with the comments from agencies that are involved in the
NEPA/404 Concurrent Process. Comments from other agencies follow.

Comments from the following agencies are part of the primary section of this chapter and
follow the comment-response discussion:

United States Department of the Interior (USDOI), 8/17/98

United States Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), 10/19/98

Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), 8/3/98

United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), 9/9/98

Illinois State Geological Survey (ISGS), 8/6/98

Illinois Nature Preserves Commission (INPC), 9/10/98

Within the consolidated comment-response portion of this chapter, comments received that are
similar in nature or address similar concerns have been consolidated to focus on the issue of
concern, and a response 1s provided that addresses all of the similar comments. Some comments,
although appreciated, do not require a specific response and are not called out herein. Many
comments have been paraphrased to reduce their length, but retain the essential detail. The
comments and responses are grouped by area of concern, referenced to the appropriate section of
the DEIS, with the commenting agency noted by their initials as cited above. Comments, which
require a specific response, were received on the following sections of the DIES:

Preface

2.0 Affected (Existing) Environment
2.2 Agriculture
2.7  Water Quality and Water Resources
2.9  Biology

4.0  Environmental Consequences
4.7  Water Quality and Water Resources
4.8  Wetlands
4.9  Biology

5.0  Section 4(f) Evaluation
6.0 Coordination and Commitments
9.0 References

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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Agency Comments

2.0

2.2

2.2.1

2.3

2.3.1

2.7

2.7.1

AFFECTED (EXISTING) ENVIRONMENT
Agriculture

COMMENT: Page 2-7, Sect. 2.1.2.1 -- Increasing access to the west of the Fox Riverina
dispersed fashion will serve to promote expansion west in a more dispersed fashion and
consume prime farmlands in the rush of development. (INPC)

RESPONSE: The EIS recognizes that this type of growth will occur in any case. The
intention of the EIS is to complement the goals of the Kane County 2020 Land Resource
Management Plan, which encourages compact, contiguous growth in the eastern portion of
the County and preserves the rural qualities of the western portion. Since the beginning of
this project, growth has continued further into Kane County with or without any awareness
by the public of this project.

Cultural Resources

COMMENT: Page 2-84, Sect. 2.3.5 — Road projects can be integrated with manmade
historical districts. Road projects are not compatible with environmentally sensitive high-
quality natural areas. (INPC)

RESPONSE: This comment portrays the corridor selection process as having given priority
to impacts to the manmade environment in one corridor as opposed to the natural
environment in another corridor, specifically the Red Gate corridor v. the CC&P/Stearns
Road corridor. There have not been trade-offs in the advancement of corridors. Each
corridor is being evaluated on its own merit. The Red Gate Corridor is being dropped from
consideration because of impacts to historic properties and because of previous stipulations
of no impacts to the Wayne Historic District. Additionally, since each corridor is being
evaluated on its own merit, any unacceptable environmental impact produced will be
recognized in the Record of Decision as a No-Build Option in the corridor.

Water Quality and Water Resources

COMMENT: On page 2-23, the DEIS states that the State Street Creek is a channelized,
enclosed waterway in an urbanized area of St. Charles. The Environmental Statement should
be corrected to indicate that this creek is not entirely enclosed. Portions remain in an open
channel, though the creek is highly degraded and channelized. (USDOI)

RESPONSE: This correction 1s reflected in the Final EIS. (See Section 2.1.7.)

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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2.9

291

292

293

Biology

COMMENT: We would suggest that the computer program published in 1994 by Masters
and Wilhelm (1979 and 1994) to enable easy use of the assessment method should be used
to redo the floristic quality assessments so that consistent direct comparisons can be made.
In addition, all plant nomenclature should follow a single reference, in this case Swink and
Wilhelm (1994). (USDOI)

RESPONSE: The proposed revisions have been incorporated into the FEIS. (See Sections
2.1.8,2.2.8,2.3.8,2.4.8, and 4.3.8.2 for FQIL.) (See Sections 2.2.8,2.2.9.1,2.3.8, and 2.3.9.1

for plant nomenclature.)
COMMENT: Page 2-15 — Should “fen” be included as an ecotype here? (INPC)

RESPONSE: Gosselink & Mitsch (1986) place both fens and bogs in the same ecotype,
identified as peat-forming areas or peatlands. Water chemistry, hydrologic flow, and general
location on the landscape are the main differentiation between the two types.

The fens within the CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor would most likely fall under the
classiftcation of peatland (northern boreal region) minetrophic.

The bog type described in the geology subsection on page 2-15 of the DEIS was taken from
an old edition of the Kane County Soil Survey (1973) and since revised (1979). The newer
edition does not utitize the same comparison between soil types and typical ecosystem. This
section is a general overall project description and is not meant to be a treatise on fen
ecotype. More detailed and spectfic information is provided in the Wetland Resources
Technical Report, the companion document to this EIS. (See Sections 2.1.6.2,2.2.6.2, and
2.3.6.2 for revisions.)

COMMENT: Page 2-19, Table 2.1-6 — It is important to develop and IBI and Habitat
Assessment for Brewster Creek. (INPC)

RESPONSE: The INHS conducted fish surveys and habitat characterization for four sites
within the Brewster Creek drainage (Taylor, et al., 1997). This included two sites on the
unnamed tributary of Brewster Creek and two sites on Brewster Creek. The fish data
reported in the INHS memorandum consisted of a list of fish species collected and if the
member collected indicated it was uncommon (fewer than 5), common (between 5 and 10),
and abundant (greater than 10). The habitat characterization included a description of the
substrate, stream width, depth, and water clarity.

The IBI Habitat Assessment (the PIBI} stream quality indicators require additional
information to be determined. Both of these are described in greater detail in the “Surface

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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4.0

4.7

4.7.1

Water Resources Assessment Methodology™ of the Water Quality and Water Resources
Technical Report, Fox River Bridge Crossings, Kane County, Illlinois.

The INI included 12 metrics, which generally include the total number of fish, the number
of individual indicator species, the trophic composition, and the fish abundance and
condition. The PIBI requires data including the percent substrate as silt-mud, the percent as
claypan, the mean stream width and the percent pool.

Additional assessments of the East Branch of Brewster Creek were conducted by IDNR in
1998. Huft & Huff then conducted additional assessments in 2000. The results of these are
included in the FEIS (See Section 2.3.7.).

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES
Water Quality and Water Resources

COMMENT: The CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor and alignments A & B of the Red Gate
Road Corndor have many sensitive resources within the areas of the chosen corridors. Not
only the effects from construction and operational impacts, but also the secondary and
cumulative impacts in future years would degrade the existing resource base. Should this
alignment be selected, it is strongly recommended that additional groundwater monitoring
be done to have a better understanding of the true hydrology that involves these wetland
complexes which contain fens that are very sensitive to hydrologic changes and cannot be
replaced through mitigation. (IDNR)

RESPONSE: Additional groundwater momitoring and modeling has been performed to
assess the hydrology of South Elgin Fen and Brewster Creek Fen and additional
investigations of the recharge area for Day’s Fen performed, With this information, baseline
conditions have been established and additional mitigation strategies developed.

The results of this monitoring is noted in the FEIS, with amore detailed description provided
inthe Fox River Bridges CC& P/Stearns Road Environmental Roadway Corridor Technical
Memorandum (7/2000). The net impact on groundwater of the proposed project would not
result in a noticeable impact.

As for the Red Gate Corridor, it has been dropped from further consideration and no
additional studies will be performed regarding it.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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4.8

4.8.1

4382

Wetlands

COMMENT: It appears from the analysis presented that the project is not likely to alter the
shallow groundwater aquifer that provides hydrology to these wetland areas, except through
conversion of small portions of the recharge areas to impervious surfaces. The only issue
that is not clearly discussed in the DEIS is the amount of earthwork that may intersect the
shallow water table during construction. It is not clear where the proposed (CC&P/Stearns
Road Corridor) roadway would be constructed relative to the existing grade and how much
excavation would be needed for the roadbed and any underground utilities. (USDOI)

RESPONSE: While the design details are not complete, the design will be developed to
minimize interception of the shallow water table. At this time the only places that appear
likely to occur are located where they are isolated from locations feeding the wetlands, e.g.,
new wetlands will be developed on the south side of Brewster Creek, opposite of the South
Elgin Sedge Meadow. Again, the impacts to groundwater were modeled and found
negligible. Analysis to-date has also indicated that where storm sewers are proposed, they
will be above the shallow groundwater.

If a situation should arise with the potential to intercept the shallow groundwater that had not
been anticipated, it will be evaluated for measures to prevent interruption of the groundwater,
such as building trenches with drainage cut-offs.

COMMENT: Thediscussion of the runoft drainage system for the CC&P/Steams bridge and
approaches on page 4-127 of the DEIS is confusing and some graphical representations of
the proposed drainage routing and system would be helpful. (USDOI)

RESPONSE: The drainage system discussion in Section 4.3.8.2 has been revised 1o reflect
the Environmental Roadway Corridor. The highlight of that system include that in the
Brewster Creek Watershed, the watershed containing most of the more valuable resources
[except Day’s Fen}, unrestricted runoff to streams and wetlands will not occur. Also, all
stream crossings in this watershed will be by bridges, not culverts, to minimize disturbance
to the stream. Exhibit 4.3-5 highlights some of these features. Other details of the drainage
system will be developed later in detail in the Design Report.

Drainage details on the west side of the Fox River are not as critical to evaluating the
environmental impacts of the proposed project because the only identified sensitive resource,
Day’s Fen, is upgradient and hydraulically isolated from the project.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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4.8.3 COMMENT: Inseveral places, the DEIS dismisses impacts to the wetlands vegetation from
salt because the conveyance of this pollutant occurs primarily during the winter and would
be flushed out of the wetlands during spring flooding. This may be true in some areas.
However, wetlands along the Elgin-O"Hare Expressway have shown elevated chloride levels
throughout the growing season in many cases, indicating that this impact may be greater than
admitted in the DEIS. (USDOI)

RESPONSE: Additional analysis on the impacts of salt has been completed for this project
and are documented in the Fox River Bridges CC&P Stearns Road Environmental Roadway
Corridor Technical Memorandum (July, 2000). These additional studies included spray and
groundwater modeling. The mitigation also includes the interceptionof potentially salt laden
runoff and it routing away from wetlands. The discussion in Section 4.3.8 of the FEIS has
been revised to reflect these changes.

484 COMMENT: Consideration must be given (for all corridors and natural resource impacts)
to the impacts on sensitive fen and wetland species from direct aerial deposition of salt spray
on the plant tissue. (USDOI)

The consequences of any such impacts that did occur are likely to be long term and
essentially unmitigatable in nature. (USEPA)

Direct foliar damage to fen vegetation is conceivable. The proper experts should be
consulted regarding this pathway. (ISGS)

If the duration and level of chloride increase in Brewster Creek is larger than estimated in
the technical reports, the amount of chlonide that can enter the ground-water system
upgradient from the South Elgin Fen may be sufficient to alter the rare plant assemblage,
thus degrading the habitat. (ISGS)

RESPONSE: Additional information was gathered to provide further characterization of
direct aerial deposition. Baseline deposition studies were conducted occur in Day’s Fen and
South Elgin Fen beginning September 1999 and the findings summarized in the Fox River
Bridges CC&P Stearns Road Environmental Roadway Corridor Technical Memorandum
(July, 2000). Information from the Illinois State Water Survey’s (ISWS) studies provided
additional information on transport and mass deposition rates. The discussion of effects of
salt deposition upon sensitive plant species was also being supplemented with a literature
search and any available field study data. The discussion in the FEIS has been revised to
reflect any new information. The EIS position is that while it is impossible to assure that
there will be no salt deposition from the new roadway, mitigation measures, including
eliminating or reducing other sources, will result in no net harm.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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48.5 COMMENT: In many places the DEIS concludes that the build alternatives would

have no impact on the wetlands. However, these conclusions are contradicted by a number
of statements in the DEIS. We suggest that the EIS should be revised to more accurately
reflect these statements in the final determination of impacts, rather than making these
remarks followed by totally unsupportable conclusions of “No Impact”. Furthermore, since
these potential impacts would occur to high quality fen and sedge meadow communities that
we currently do not posses the technology to recreate, these impacts are “unmitigatable™ and
thus should weigh heavily in the final selection of preferred alternatives. (USDOI)

RESPONSE: The FEIS has been revised to eliminate the statement of “No Impact.”
Instead, the staternent is made that the wetland resources in the corridor are being degraded
by the maintenance of existing practices. The mitigation plan proposed in the FEIS removes
many of the factors currently contributing to the degradation of the wetlands and valuable
water resources, such as septic tanks that leach to wetlands. The net impact of the project
at a minimum is no net harm to these resources. The discussion in Section 4.3.8 of the FEIS
has been revised to reflect this new approach.

4.8.6 COMMENT: The DEIS indicates that the railroad embankment will protect the fens from
splash where the railroad is situated between the proposed roadway and the fens. However,
information is not provided that indicates the elevations of the railroad embankment versus
the proposed roadway to support the above statement. Such information and additional
discussion should be provided in the Final EIS to allow the reader to determine if the above
statement is valid. (USDOI)

RESPONSE: A cross section was developed for the Fox River Bridges CC& P Stearns Road
Environmental Roadway Corridor Technical Memorandum (July, 2000) which illustrated
the height of the railroad embankmentrelativeto the proposed CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor.
This exhibit, and related discussion, are included the FEIS. Additional salt spray and splash
studies are also referenced. The discussion in the FEIS (Section 4.3.8) has been revised
accordingly.

487 COMMENT: The DEIS does not provide a specific listing and total of wetland impacts,
including those shared between corridors. Such information would be helpful in evaluating
total impacts of each proposed corridor and alignment and should be provided in the final
EIS. (USDOI)

RESPONSE: The Summary section of the EIS provides a total of wetland impacts by
corridor. Table 4.1-7 within the FEIS provides a more detailed complete listing.

The Red Gate Corridor, which had potential for shared impacts with the CC&P/Stearns Road
Corndor, is being dropped from further consideration for reasons not related to wetlands. So,
the issue of shared impacts is now moot.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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4.8.8 COMMENT: The environmental impacts associated with the CC&P/Stearns Road bridge

cormdor and the Red Gate Alternative A alignment may require considerable costs,
technology, mitigation and logistical measures. It appears that potential direct and indirect
impacts to wetlands within these corridors - including Illinois Nature Preserve sites,
Brewster Creek Fen, McLean Boulevard Fen and the Kane County Forest Preserve District
—may be more than minimal. Proposed “Build” alternatives within the CC&P/Stearns and
Red Gate alignments may adversely alter the unique nature including the shallow
groundwater aquifer(s) which supports these wetlands. In addition, pages S-4 and S-5 of the
DEIS acknowledge several areas of controversy and unresolved issues regarding the
CC&P/Stearns Road bridge corridor. Most high quality wetlands are considered
unmitigatable. (ACOE; 2-1)
A build scenario in the Stearns Road corridor would, however, serve to promote
development along the new alignment and generate greater environmental impacts to the
sensitive natural resources that occur there, including a state dedicated nature preserve and
two INAI sites. Studies show that this corridor contains the greatest number of both high-
quality natural areas (five) and listed species of all the proposed corridors. (INPC; 6-3)

RESPONSE: Corridor preservation is an important component of the proposed action, as
documented in detail in the Fox River Bridges CC&P Stearns Road Environmental
Roadway Corridor Technical Memorandum (July, 2000) and in the FEIS. The proposed
action would actually reduce the amount of developed land affecting the sensitive resources
and provide a higher level of protection to them then currently exists by converting private
uses into land ultimately owned and maintained by the Kane County Forest Preserve and
preventing other lands from ever being converted to developed private uses. The land thus
targeted 1s part of the overall wetland studies undertaken as the to provide no net harm to
these valuable resources. (See Section 4.3.8.)

This is the case for the Brewster Creek watershed where numerous properties are slated for
conversion to Forest Preserve, including the Roloff property which adjoins the South Elgin
Sedge Meadow, a horse farm adjoining Brewster Creek, etc.

The Day’s Fen recharge area had been threatened by potential development that could have
effectively eliminated it. Instead, as part of this project, South Elgin has established
protection of the recharge area. The purchase of the Fen is also part of the mitigation plan.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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4.8.9 COMMENT: The position taken on wetland disturbance is not sensitive to wetland function
and placement on the landscape. For example, the distance between isolated wetlands and
their groupings on the landscape is not considered. Small isolated wetlands the majority of
the time are described as providing little benefit and functional quality to the watershed or
region, regardless of their local benefits. Also, if a wetland occurs outside the “riparian
zone”, it is stated to have no beneficial aspects as far as the nearby stream or Fox River is
concerned. The individual characteristics of each site impacted, when combined, will result
in a loss of some benefits. Wetland impacts are discussed in detail and address the avoidance
alternatives and the measures to minimize harm. For those impacts, the ratios must be
computed from the FQI numbers. The NARI values cannot be used to compute wetland
ratios under the 1989 Interagency Wetland Policy Act. If they do not have an FQI, then one
must be computed from their existing species lists or another delineation of the wetland in
question conducted. (IDNR)

RESPONSE: FQI numbers have been calculated, and a revision of NARI to FQI is included
in the FEIS. (See Sections 2.1.8,2.2.8,2.3.8,2.4.8, and 4.3.8.)

Many of the small isolated wetlands in the corridors are characterized based on FQI rating
system. The local benefits they provide, such as flood retention, will be mitigated within the
watershed by detention. While a “local” Joss may occur, the benefits of creating larger
wetland complexes serving to mitigate these impacts would outweigh the local loss. (See
Sections 4.1.8 and 4.3.8.5.)

4.8.10 COMMENT: In February 1998, we made a number of suggestions to STS regarding the
Water Quality and Water Resources Technical Report, some specifically regarding the
calculations of possible increases in chloride to ground and surface water in the corridor.
Given the conclusions made in the DEIS, it does not appear that our suggestions have been
incorporated. Therefore, we are doubtful of the projections of chloride increases in ground
and surface water in the corridor. (ISGS})

RESPONSE: The Fox River Bridges CC&P Stearns Road Environmental Roadway
Corridor Technical Memorandum (July, 2000) has incorporated these comments are
reevaluated impacts. These revised findings are presented in Section 4.3.8 of the FEIS.

4.8.11 COMMENT: A large amount of wetland organic soil is present between Hlinois Route 25
and the Fox River along the alignment. Ifthis “unsuitable” material must be excavated prior
to construction, it is possible that ground-water levels in the South Elgin Fen may be affected
because the wetlands are likely to be hydrologically connected beneath the CC&P (Illinois
Central) railroad tracks. (ISGS)

RESPONSE: Decisions relating to remediating soil conditions for construction have not
been addressed to date and will not be address before the design stage. If the concern is

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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4.8.12

intercepting or interrupting recharge currently bound to the South Elgin Fen, then this type
of action will have no impact because it is down gradient of the recharge area. If the concern
is causing a new avenue for the groundwater to drain too quickly from or to bypass the South
Elgin Fen, then this will not be a concern with impermeable material specified.

COMMENT: Ifthe primary concern to the fens is degradation of surface- and ground-water

4.8.13

quality from road salt usage, then a two-lane Build Alternative for the CC&P/Stearns Road
corridor should have been discussed in the DEIS. Fewer lane miles and lower tratfic speed
will decrease the chloride load to surface-water bodies and will decrease the distance and
amount of salt spray. Because the two-lane alternative for the Red Gate corridor was
discussed, it is logical to assume that a two-lane roadway would suit the purpose and need
of the CC&P/Stearns Road corridor. (ISGS)

RESPONSE: A two-lane roadway option was considered. However, since the concern is
any impact to irreplaceable wetlands, not simply a reduction of impacts, a two-lane roadway
with reduced impacts would still not be acceptable. Additionally, the CC&P/Stearns Road
and Red Gate Corridors serve different needs, and the two-lane option would not satisfy the
purpose and need stated for the project. A two-lane Red Gate roadway was discussed as
possibly eliminating impacts to the historic district in that corridor. Also note that the Red
Gate Corridor has been dropped from further consideration in this EIS.

Instead, the development of the corridor focused on developing mitigation measures,
including adjustments to the alignment and typical section that result in no net harm.

COMMENT: On p. 4-143, it was asserted that, west of [llinois Route 25, moving the

(CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor) alignment to the south was not possible due to increased
effects on wetlands. While increased effects to wetlands should be avoided, it is probable
that a southward movement of the alignment would greatly decrease any salt spray into the
South Elgin Fen. It is likely that a small increase in impact to noncritical wetlands would
be preferable to any impact to the South Elgin Fen. In addition, on p. 4-86, it is stated that
Midwest Groundcovers will be entirely displaced by the right-of-way acquisition, so that
there will be sufficient room for a southward shift of the alignment. Additional discussion
with interested parties should occur before the alignment is chosen. (ISGS)

RESPONSE: The spray impacts, including the effects of distance from the roadway, are
discussed in the Fox River Bridges CC& P Stearns Road Environmental Roadway Corridor
Technical Memorandum (July, 2000) and the FEIS. The alignment has been shifted as far
south as is prudent. Additional shifts south could only produce marginal benefits in salt
spray while increasing impacts to forest preserves and other water resources, including
producing a longitudinal crossing of Brewster Creek. Constraints on the west bank due to
existing crossing grades and the presence of the forest preserve limit a possible southemn shift

Comments to the Draft Environmental
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of the roadway.(see section 4.3.8.3 and 4.3.8.4 of the FEIS for discussion of avoidance and
minimization alternatives).

4.8.14 COMMENT: The location of the Bolz Road corridor will fragment a continuous riparian
forest that occurs along the west bank of the Fox River. It should also be documented that
no impacts will be imposed on the Brunner Farm Bluff and Fen located near the proposed
alignment. (INPC)

RESPONSE: The proposed revisions have been incorporated into the FEIS. The Brunner
Farm Bluff and Fen is located approximately 76 meters (250 feet) south of the proposed
centerline of the road and will not be impacted by construction activities. (See Sections
4.2.84and 4.2.9.1.)

4.8.15 COMMENT: Red Gate alignments A and B will impact an 1llinois Natural Area Inventory
Site (INAI) and include our argument regarding the eastern portion of the Stearns Road
corridor (a shared alignment), which will impact a state dedicated nature preserve and an
INAlsite. We believe a better alternative for alignments A and B would be to proceed south
along I1. Route 25 to Army Trail Road instead of north to Stearns Road. (INPC)

RESPONSE: The Red Gate corridors have been dropped in consideration of impacts to
the historic districts along Army Trail Road.

4.8.16 COMMENT: If Kane County believes that the Stearns Road corridor is the best alternative
for construction, the INPC respectfully suggests the following actions be considered, among
other options, to minimize the adverse effects to the nature preserve, INAI sites, and
irreplaceable fen wetlands:

1) Minimize impacts by reducing the scope of the project. Instead of four-lane
alignment with wide median, consider a two-lane alignment with wide gravel or
vegetated shoulders. The reduction of the roadway surface will reduce the amount
of salt required for deicing. The increased gravel or vegetated shoulders would
intercept some of the splash and spray that will result in indirect impacts to wetlands.

2) Consider native vegetative plantings or some other form of screening along the right-
of-way at critical locations near sensitive natural areas that would intercept salt
splash and spray before they enter the wetlands or disperse over recharge areas.

3) Consider a system of storm sewers along the proposed alignment that would collect
roadway runotf and discharge it downstream of the sensitive natural areas, or contain
it and prevent it from entering the wetlands and streams, possibly discharging it into
a detention basin prior to entering the Fox River and thereby avoiding the
introduction of salts directly or through inundation and infiltration.

4) Discharge storm sewers into vegetated swales some distance prior to entering
receiving waters to improve water quality. (INPC)

Comments to the Draft Environmental
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4.8.17

RESPONSE: Except for the reduction of the roadway section to two lanes (see comment
4.8.12 preceding), a combination of these actions is planned to minimize any adverse effects
to the nature preserve, INAIT sites, and fens and are documented in the FEIS and the Fox
River Bridges CC&P Stearns Road Environmental Roadway Corridor Technical
Memorandum (July, 2000). These actions will include plantings with berms to screen out
salt spray and splash, as well as collection of storm water to collect runoff and carry it away
from the more sensitive areas. Detention basins are also being proposed to be designed to
enhance water quality. (see sections 4.3.8.3 and 4.3.8.4 of the FEIS).

COMMENT: The INPC expects that an effort be made for the mitigation and remediation

4.9

4.9.1

of the natural quality of the Stearns Road corridor, including compensation for direct and
indirect impacts to sensitive wetland resources, enhancement, and protection of the
remaining resources. We suggest the restoration of a functional riparian corridor along the
length of Brewster Creek and its tributaries, extending from Tri-County State Park to the Fox
River. This could be accomplished through land acquisition, restoration of hydrologic
connections among wetlands, plantings of native vegetation, streambank stabilization, riffle
creation, exotic species control, management, and monitoring. The riparian corridor should
be the maximum width possible to buffer the streams and associated uplands and include
additional buffer areas. Meanders should be restored to the channelized stretch of Brewster
Creek and pools and riffles created to promote aquatic faunal diversity. A restoration design
plan should be developed under the guidance of the appropriate natural resource agencies.
It would be necessary to control stormwater and chloride concentrations in the streams and
wetlands for the restoration to be successful. (INPC)

RESPONSE: Many of'these suggestions have been incorporated into the FEIS (see sections
4.3.8.4) and are also detailed in the Fox River Bridges CC&P Stearns Road Environmental
Roadway Corridor Technical Memorandum (July, 2000). While some stream restoration
and protection is included, a section through the Elmhurst Chicago Stone property is being
excluded as outside the corridor and as economically infeasible to pursue.

Biology

COMMENT: The CC&P/Stearns crossing and the closely related Red Gate

corridor crossing were the two sites with the highest numbers and species diversity for
mussels and macroinvertebrates found in the study area for this DEIS. The CC&P/Stearns
crossing had live specimens of the elktoe mussel (4lasmidonta marginata), a Federal species
of concern. The DEIS indicates that the mussels were found at scattered locations and, that
because the bridge pier construction would only affect 10 percent of the river bottom, within
the right-of-way, the impact to the elktoe would be minimal. It would be more appropriate
to address the percentage of suitable river-bottom habitat lost, rather than the portion of the
right-of-way. In addition, we recommend that a mussel relocation program be developed in
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4.9.2

493

consultation with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources in the event that this species
or any other live freshwater mussels are found in the crossing location. (USDOI)

RESPONSE: The CC&P/Stearns Road Crossing produces 27 live individuals of mussels
including 15 elktoe mussels (4lasmidonta marginata), a Federal species of concern (Taylor,
etal., 1995). The elktoe mussel prefers medium-sized streams in gravel or mixed sand and
gravel (Cummings, K.S., C.A. Mayer, “Field Guide to Freshwater Mussels of the Midwest,”
INHS, Manual 5, 1992). The substrate for the corridor is gravel and cobble, which is suitable
for the elktoe mussel. The habitat assessment did not indicate any unsuitable habitat within
the corridor. The 10 percent estimate of substrate loss overestimates the loss of suitable
habitat in the area of the Fox River Crossing since there is also substrate outside of the
proposed nght-of-way. (See Sections 4.3.7.1.)

Prior to construction, the live mussel population within the corridor will be surveyed, and,
in consultation with the IDNR, the live musseis requiring relocation within the construction
area will be identified. (See Sections 4.3.9.3,4.3.9.4, and 6.4.2)

COMMENT: The (Fox River’s) Class 1 stream designation is based on its biological
resource significance, including the presence of the greater redhorse and the river redhorse
and habitat that supports these species. It is for this reason that we would request that no in-
stream work or work that would contribute to its degradation be done during the months of
April, May and June during the spawning season. This would, in addition, protect other
aquatic resources found in the Fox River System. Also, it is essential that erosion control
be in place and functioning properly throughout the project. It should be monitored on a
daily basis to assure its function. It is noted that this was brought out in the DEIS section
identifying “Measure to Minimize Harm”, but all too often this issue fails the test of
implementation. We would recommend that a private consulting firm with expertise in this
area be given this responsibility. (IDNR; 3-1)

RESPONSE: The Fox River has been designated as a Class 1 stream based on its biological
resource significance, including the presence of the greater redhorse and the river redhorse,
and habitat that supports these species. The “Measures to Minimize Harm” in the Fox River
and 1fs tributaries is summarized in several sections of the EIS.

As the project proceeds into preliminary design, more detailing of the erosion control plan
will be developed. The plan will be coordinated with the Iilinois Department of Natural
Resources and will follow, at a minimum, Hlinois Department of Transportation and Kane
County requirements. Instream work, and work that would impact the Fox River, will be
limited to June 8 through February 29, the non-spawning period. This will be listed as a
requirement in the contract document. (See Sections 4.1.7.1,4.3.7.1,4.4.7.1, and 6.4.2.)

COMMENT: The report refers to impacts to wildlife; i.e., mammals, however, it does not
make reference to any bat species or potential impacts. It is felt that the riparian corridors
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5.0

5.0.1

6.0

6.01

6.02

proposed in the numerous crossing definitely have potential impacts for this species and
should be brought out in the discussion. (IDNR)

RESPONSE: The INHS found no suitable habitat for the Indiana Bat within the project
corridors. A statement is included in the FEIS about the species. (See Section 2.1.9.3.)

SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION

COMMENT: At this time, we are unable to concur with the first proviso of Section 4(f)
because the preferred alignments of the proposed five corridors are yet to be determined. As
to mitigation measures to park and recreation resources, we recommend that they be
coordinated with and approved by the authorities having jurisdiction over those resources.
Evidence to that effect should be documented in the Final 4(f) Evaluation. (USDOI; 1-1, 1-
13}

RESPONSE: The Final EIS includes the preferred and build alignments, or stipulates that
the no-build alternative is preferred. The coordination with the governing jurisdictions has
been documented. (See Chapter 5 and Section 6.3.)

COORDINATION AND COMMITMENTS

COMMENT: The (CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor and Red Gate Road Corridor Alignments
A & B) have the potential to impact several properties that are Section 4(f), which include
the Itlinois Department of Natural Resources Tri-County State park. The plans for the future
development of this park are currently being put together which will include a new visitor
center and Region 2 office. Should this alternate be selected, the continued coordination
with the IDNR to develop a suitable entrance for this complex will be needed. (IDNR; 3-3)

RESPONSE: Ongoing coordination with the IDNR is discussed in Section 6.4 of the Final
EIS as a commitment for the project and has continued since the issuance of the FEIS. We
have secured the plans for the site and confirmed that there is no conflict. (See Section
52.1)

COMMENT: Our concerns (with the alleviation of the area’s existing and projected
congested traffic conditions) will be adequately addressed if the Final EIS includes a
commitment to integrate the maximum practicable inclusion of Travel Demand Reduction
(TDR), Operational Management Strategies (OMS), and mass transit
extensions/improvements into the forthcoming project, as implemented. (USEPA)
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RESPONSE: Ongoing coordination with Metra and Pace discussed in Section 6.4 of the
Final EIS as a commitment for the project.

9.0 REFERENCES

9.0.1 COMMENT: The References section of the DEIS is difficult to follow, as it is not arranged
in a typical alphabetical-by-primary-author order. In addition, many references cited
throughout the text do not appear in the References section, though these citations are used
to support conclusions. Examples include the STS 1998 and Carpenter 1970 citations. The
References section should be revised to be more complete to enable reviewers to find the
supporting cited references. (USDOI; 1-12)

RESPONSE: The references have been restructured in the Final EIS. (See Chapter 9.)
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DOCUMENT 1

United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

ER-98/399
- A5 17 1998
“ - Ty "\Ar\!r
Mr. Ronald C. Marshall RS
Division Administrator AR
Federal Highway Administration e aman
3250 Fxecutive Park Drive R
Springfield, Hinois 62703 rmT A S L AR
BUREAY OV LODAL
Dear Mr. Marshall: ROADS A0 STREETS

This is in response to the request for the Department of the Interior’s comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)Section 4(f) Evaluation for the Fox River Bridge
Crossings, Kane County, IHinois.

SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION COMMENTS

Park and Recreation Resonrces

The proposed project will impact several parks, recreation areas and trails, and may impact the
water guality of the Fox River, which was included on the final list of rivers on the Nationwide
Rivers Inventory. As you know, and as indicated in the National Park Service's (NPS) letters of
March 21, 1995, and April 19, 1995, some of these parks, recreation areas and trails were funded
under the Land and Water Conservation Fund (L&WCF) and are, therefore, subject to the
provisions of Section 6(f) of the L&WCF Act of 1966, as amended. Conversion requests for a
change in use under Section 6(f) must be submitted to Mr. Bruce A. Clark, Director, Office of
Capital Development, Department of Natural Resources, Room 300, Lincoln Towers, 524 S. 2™
Street. S.425, Springfield, Iinois, 62701; Telephone (217) 785-1807, Fax No. (217) 782-9599.
Mr. Clark is responsible for the administration of the L& WCF program in the State of Illinois.
Please note that the NPS will consider conversion requests under Section 6(f) only after Section
4(f) approval of the proposed project by the Department of Transportation.

At this time, we are unable to concur with the first proviso of Section 4(f) because the preferred
alignments of the proposed five corridors are yet to be determined. As to mitigation measures to
park and recreation resources, we recommend that they be coordinated with and approved by the
authorities having jurisdiction over those resources. Evidence to that effect should be
documented in the Final Section 4(f) Evaluation.



Historic and Archeological Resources

We recommend continued cooperation and coordination with the State Historic Preservation
Officer in order to determine project impacts to historic and archeological resources and
preparation of a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) if needed to mitigate the impacts of the
proposed project on those resources, in compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended. A signed copy of the MOA should be included in the

Final Section 41f) Evaluation if one is prepared.

ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT COMMENTS

Purpose and Need

The purpose and need statement contains three clearly stated objectives to summarize the
purpose and need for the project. We find that they are adequate in clarity and scope. However,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) advises that they represent a shift from previous
coordination meetings and documents in that the project proponents had been retreating from
stating that the project should reduce congestion on existing bridges and had been focusing on
promoting in-filling development in accordance with the Kane County 2020 land-use plan. The
current DEIS realistically states that one purpose of the project is to slow the rate of increase in
congestion on existing bridges.

Affected Environment

Overall, the Affected Environment section adequately describes natural resources of concern to
the FWS with the exceptions noted below. We also note that additional information is contained
in the wetlands technical reports, which the FWS's workload has precluded them from reviewing.

The DEIS contains discussion of the floristic quality method of assessment published by Swink
and Wilhelm (1979 and 1994). The studies conducted for this project began prior to the
publication of the 1994 fourth edition of Plants of the Chicago Region, which included changes
in terminology and updates in the nomenclature and species ratings. Thus, some of the
assessments presented in the DEIS use the 1979 version of the method while others use the 1994
version. The DEIS then notes that direct comparisons cannot be made because of this difference
in method versions. We would suggest that the computer program published in 1994 by Masters
and Wilhelm to enable easy use of the assessment method should be used to redo the floristic
quality assessments so that consistent direct comparisons can be made. In addition, all plant
nomenclature should follow a single reference, in this case Swink and Wilhelm (1994).

On page 2-23, the DEIS states that State Street Creek is a channelized, enclosed waterway in an
urbanized area of St. Charles. The Environmental Statement should be corrected to indicate that
this creek is not entirely enclosed. Portions remain in an open channel, though the creek is

highly degraded and channelized.



Environmental Consequences

The FWS has indicated that they have no concerns relative to the Bolz Road corridor (north
region of project study area) or the Route 56/Oak Street corridor (south region of project study
area) as project implementation in these corridors would have relatively minimal impacts on
important fish and wildlife resources. The comments that follow in this section will focus on the
potential project impacts to high quality wetlands, including fens, in the central region of the
project study area where three bridge crossing corridors are being considered.

The CC&P/Stearns Road corridor and the shared portion of the Red Gate corridor have the
potential for the most significant natural resource impacts. The plans for these build alternatives
do include positive impact avoidance and minimization measures. The FWS supports the use of
“bottomless™ culverts for the tributary stream crossings that will span those streams entirely.
The crossing of the Fox River at the CC&P/Stearns location would involve two bridge piers in
the river. This crossing and the closely related Red Gate corridor crossing were the two sites
with the highest numbers and species diversity for mussels and macroinvertebrates found in the
study area for this DEIS. The CC&P/Stearns crossing had live specimens of the elktoe mussel
(Alasmidonta marginata), a Federal species of concern. The DEIS correctly notes that species of
concern are not afforded protection under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. Itis
prudent, in our opinion, to attempt to protect and conserve these species so as to avoid the need
for listing. In this case, the DEIS indicates that the mussels were found at scattered locations
and, that because the bridge pier construction would only affect 10 percent of the river bottom
within the right-of-way, the impacts to the elktoe would be minimal. It would be more
appropriate to address the percentage of suitable river-bottom habitat lost, rather than the portion
of the right-of-way. In addition, we recommend that a mussel relocation program be developed
in consultation with the [ilinois Department of Natural Resources in the event that this species or
any other live freshwater mussels are found in the crossing location.

The DEIS devotes considerable discussion to the potential adverse effects from these build
alternatives on the several important natural areas adjacent to the corridor. These include the
South Elgin Fen, the McLean Boulevard Fen, the Brewster Creek Fen. the DeSantos Brewster
Creck INAI site, and the Brewster Creek wetlands in Tri-County State Park. It appears from the
analysis presented that the project is not likely to alter the shallow groundwater aquifer that
provides hydrology to these wetland areas, except through conversion of small portions of the
recharge areas to impervious surfaces. Most of the surface runoff is diverted away from the
wetlands to reduce water quality impacts. The only issue that is not clearly discussed in the
DEIS is the amount of earthwork that may intersect the shallow water table during construction.
It is not clear where the proposed roadway would be constructed relative to the existing grade
and how much excavation would be needed for the roadbed and any underground utilities.

Much of the discussion focuses on potential impacts from roadway deicing salts, an issue that the
FWS raised in earlier coordination meetings. It appears that surface runoff will not be
discharged into any of these wetlands directly. In some cases, the discharge will be to Brewster
Creek, which flows through the wetlands during flood events. The discussion of the runoff



drainage systemn for the CC&P/Stearns bridge and approaches on page 4-127 of the DEIS is
confusing and some graphical representations of the proposed drainage routing and system

would be helpful.

In several places, the DEIS dismisses impacts to the wetland vegetation from salt because the
conveyance of this poliutant occurs primarily during the winter and would be flushed out of the
wetlands during spring flooding. This may be true in some areas. However, wetlands along the
Elgin-O’Hare Expressway have shown elevated chloride levels throughout the growing season in
many cases, indicating that this impact may be greater that admitted in the DEIS.

Furthermore, throughout the sait-impact discussion in the DEIS for all corridors and natural
resource impacts, the focus is upon the salt concentration in the water on and in the ground. It
does not consider the impact of the salt splash and spray upon the vegetation. The splash and
spray can land directly upon the leaves and stems of the wetland vegetation. Even though these
plants are dormant, there is some impact through desiccation and through uptake. Thus,
consideration must be given to the impacts on sensitive fen and wetland species from direct

aerial deposition of salt spray on the plant tissue.

The DEIS indicates that the effects of salt spray are manifested in leaf-burn, defoliation, die
back, and brooming, and in severe or prolonged cases vegetation mortality. The severity of
effects depends on the sensitivity of each species. The DEIS correctly states that there is little
information available examining the effect of sait spray from roadways on herbaceous species. [t
does note that reed canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) is a salt-tolerant species.  Thus, it
concludes that those wetlands where reed canary grass already dominates will not be impacted.
While this may be true, reed canary grass is an aggressive invader of wetlands in the upper
Midwest and eventually forms monotypic stands. The potential impact from these build
alternatives is that the salt spray and splash will shift the balance within the plant community
toward those salt-tolerant species such as reed canary grass at the expense of the native fen plant
species. While this effect has not been formally documented in the scientific literature, local
tand managers frequently observe this shift in plant species composition as a result of salt or
other pollutant inputs. If this occurs, the result will be the loss of these fens. While such a shift
cannot be predicted with absolute certainty, the FWS believes that there is a high potential for a
shift to occur, which would be a significant wetland impact.

In many places the DEIS concludes, through various rationale, that these build alternatives
would have no impact on the wetlands. However, these conclusions are contradicted by a
number of statements in the DEIS. The DEIS states “on the east side of the Fox River, chloride
intrusion to the water table aquifer could have an impact to the South Elgin Fen if the chloride is
in sufficient quantities. More than 50 percent of the proposed road construction on this side of
the river falls within the groundwater recharge areas of the South Elgin Fen.” In reference to
Wetland No. 14, the high quality area within Tri-County Park, it states: “These predicted
elevated chloride concentrations as a result of roadway operations could impact vegetation,
especially salt sensitive species like tussock sedge.” For Wetland No 15, . . . it is likely that the
chloride input to the wetland will have an adverse effect to some less salt tolerant wetland -
vegetation. The magnitude of chloride impacts cannot be determined without additional data on
background groundwater chemistry, and hydro period analysis. If the vegetation is significantly
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affected, the wetland may experience lower wildlife diversity/abundance.” Finally, with regard
to both the South Elgin Fen and the McLean Boulevard Fen it states “Both of these fen
communities are not currently exposed to high volume roadways, and therefore the introduction
of salt spray will be a potential new impact to these sites.”” We believe that these statements
quoted above represent a much more realistic view of the potential impacts from these build
alternatives. 'We suggest that the EIS should be revised to more accurately reflect these
statements in the final determination of impacts, rather than making these remarks followed by
totally unsupportable conclusions of "NQ Impact." Furthermore, since these potential impacts
would occur to high quality fen and sedge meadow communities that we currently do not possess
the technology to recreate, these impacts are “unmitigable™ and thus should weigh heavily in the
final selection of preferred alternatives.

The DEIS indicates that the railroad embarkment will protect the fens from splash where the
railroad is situated between the proposed roadway and the fens. However, information is not
provided that indicates the elevation of the railroad embankment versus the proposed roadway to
support the above statement. Such information and additional discussion should be provided in
the final EIS to allow the reader to determine if the above statement is valid.

The discussion of the Red Gate corridor wetland impacts notes that alignments A and B for this
corridor share their eastern portions with the CC&P/Stearns corridor, but the DEIS does not
provide a specific listing and total of wetland impacts, including those shared between corridors.
Such information would be helpful in evaluating total impacts of each proposed corridor and
alignment and should be provided in the final EIS. For the most part, our concerns presented
above regarding unmitigable impacts to fens apply to the Red Gate northern alignments as well.

The third bridge crossing corridor under consideration in the central region of the project study
area is the C&NW/Dean Street corridor. Since there are few natural resources remaining within
this study corridor, we have no comments on that build alternative.

References

Finally, we note that the References section of the DEIS is difficult to follow, as it is not
arranged in a typical alphabetical-by-primary-author order. In addition, many references cited
throughout the text do not appear in the References section, though these citations are used to
support conclusions. Examples include the STS 1998 and Carpenter 1970 citations. The
References section should be revised to be more complete to enable reviewers to find the
supporting cited references.

FISH AND WILDLIFE COORDINATION ACT COMMENTS

The DEIS indicates that a Federal permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act for the
construction of bridges, and for the crossing of streams, wetlands, or other waters wiil be needed
for the build alternatives. Accordingly, our comments do not preclude separate evaluation and
comments by the FWS when reviewing any forthcoming permit applications. The FWS$ may
concur, with or without stipulations, or recommend denial depending upon effects. However, the
FWS advises that it would likely have no objection to the issuance of any necessary Section 404
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permit for the Bolz Road, Route 56/Oak Street, or C&NW/Dean Street corridors provided that
impacts to aquatic habitats are avoided or minimized to the maximum extent practicable, and that
adequate compensatory mitigation is incorporated into the project’s final plans and specifications
to offset unavoidable losses of fish and wildlife habitat. Despite the extensive studies, the
CC&P/Stearns corridor and alignment A and B of the Red Gate crossing appear likely to have
more than minimal effects on wetlands and waters. As stated. the potential impacts to the fen
communities would be considered “unmitigable™ and, therefore, the FWS would likely object to

permits authorizing these crossings.

The FWS, on behalf of the Department, has a continuing interest in working with the Ilinois
Department of Transportation and the Federal Hj ghway Administration to ensure that impacts to
fish and wildlife resources are adequately addressed. For continued consultation and
coordination with the FWS, please contact the Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
1000 Hart Road, Suite 180, Barrington, Ilinois 60010, Telephone: (847) 381-2253, Fax: (847)

381-2285.

SUMMARY COMMENTS

At this time, the Department of the Interior is unabie to concur with the first proviso of Section
4(f) because the preferred alignments under the proposed five corridors are yet to be determined.
We will provide you with further comments on the proposed project upon the receipt of the
Final Environmental Impact Statement/Section 4(f) Evaluation when circulated for public

review and comment,

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments.

Sincerely,

—

Willie R. Taylor
Director, Office o onmental
Policy and Compliance

ce:
Mr. John P. Kos, P.E.

District Engineer

Qllinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court

Schaumburg, Illinois 60196-1096

Mr. Michael McCoy
Chairman, Kane County Board
719 Batavia Avenue

Geneva, lllinois 60134
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DOCUMENT 2 *

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CHICAGO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
111 NORTH CANAL STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60606-7206

Construction-Operation Division

Regulatory Branch
199900072 OCT 1 9 1398

Dr. Charles Perino

Illinois Department of Transportation
2300 South Dirksen Parkway
Springfield, Illinocis 62764

Dear Mr. Perino

In accordance with our responsibilities under the National
Environmental Policy Act and at Mr. Martin's request in the
memorandum of June 25, 1998, the United States Army Corps of
Engineers, Chicago District Regulatory Branch has reviewed the
Kane County Fox River Brldge Crossings Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS).

Based upon our review of the bridge corridor's purpose and
need statements, we find that the objectives mentioned therein
for the implementation of a "Build" option are acceptable. Due
to the current and projected increase in growth and development
within the central region of Kane County, and its associated
increase in traffic congestion, we concur that the need to
prepare for future additional transportation needs through
transit extensions/improvements are warranted.

Based on a September 29, 1998 conversation with your
consultant, Mr. Mike Okrent of Alfred Benesch and Company, the
CsNW/Dean Street corridor and Alternatives A & B of the Red Gate
corridor have been eliminated from the range of alternatives to
be carried forward. We concur that Alternatives A & B of the Red
Gate Road corridor should be eliminated from alternatives to be
carried forward. Alternatives A & B of the Red Gate koad
corridor would result in direct impacts to the designated
floodway of Brewster Creek including riparian wetlands. It
appears that this alternative would result in a substantial
cumulative and indirect impacts to wetlands within the Brewster
Creek watershed. 1In addition, this alternative would result in a
high number of displaced primary structures.

The C&NW/Dean Street corridor would provide only one viable
alignment with only limited access and without direct connection
to Illinois Route 25 or Illinois Route 31. In addition, this
alignment would require twin bridges at the Fox River and impact
a site listed on the National Register of Historic Places.



-2~

However, the C&NW/Dean Street corridor would not require filling
wetlands. There are no easily identifiable differences in
environmental impacts between the C&NW/Dean Street corridor
alternatives. This alternative should be carried forward
although it may require considerable costs, technology,
mitigation and logistical measures.

This office has determined that the environmental impacts
associated with the CC&P/Stearns Road bridge corridor and the Red
Gate Alternative A alignment may also require considerable costs,
technology, mitigation and logistical measures. Wetlands within
these corridors are considered to be unigque in nature and perform
functions important to the public interest as described in
Department of the Army Regulations found at 33 CFR 320.4(b).
These wetlands include Illinois Nature Preserve sites; Brewster
Creek Fen, McLean Boulevard Fen and the Kane County Forest
Preserve District.

-Based upon ocur review of the information contained within the
Wetland Resources Technical Report Operational Impacts of the
CC&P/Stearns Road and Red Gate Corridors, it appears that
potential direct and indirect impacts to these areas may be more
than minimal. Proposed "Build" altermatives within CC&P/Stearns
Road corridor and the Red Gate Road Alternative A alignment may
adversely alter the unique nature including the shallow
groundwater aquifer(s) which supports these wetlands. 1In
addition, pages S-4 and S-5 of the DEIS acknowledges several
areas of controversy and unresolved issues regarding the
CC&P/Stearns Road bridge corridor.

It appears that the C&NW/Dean Street corridor is a less
environmentally damaging alternative than the alternatives within
the CC&P/Stearns Road corridor and Red Gate Alignment C. The
C&NW/Dean Street corridor should be carried forward for
consideration in our 404 (b) (1} Compliance Review and until
mitigating measures associated with proposed wetland impacts are
examined more thoroughly.

There exists much uncertainty in the engineering and
scientific communities regarding procedures likely to result in
the creation and compensation of high-quality functioning aquatic
systems. Most high-quality wetlands are considered
unmitigatable. Impacts to these areas are not likely to comply
with the Section 404 (b) (1) Guidelines and are typically not
permitted. A functional assessment method for evaluating high
quality wetland functions has not been agreed upon.
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This office will submit comments regarding the Illincis Route
56/0ak Street corridor in the Village of North Aurora and the
Bolz Road Corridor in the Villages of Carpentersville and
Algonguin within 20 days.

If you have any questions regarding this review, please do
not hesitate to contact Mr. Brian L. Smith of my staff at (312)
353-6400, extension 4031, '

Sincerely,

AbepF S A=

Leesa A. Beal
Chief, Permit Section
Regulatory Branch

Copies Furnished:

United States Environmental Protection Agency (MacMullen)
Unites States Fish and Wildlife Service (Mengler)
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DOCUMENT 3
ILLINOIS
DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES
524 South Second Street, Springfield 62701-1787 Jim Edgar, Governor @ Brent Manning, Director
DISTRICT onE
August 3, 1998 ..
AUG 11 1995
Mr. John P. Kos, P.E. SURFALT RE: Draft EIS Review
District Engineer, District One R 0 A D St rlU OF OC ox River Bridge Crossings

1A
[llinois Department of Transportation 2408 REF Rane County
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, IL. 60196-1096

Dear Mr. Kos:

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation for the construction of new bridges with approach roads
across the Fox River in Kane County. We offer the following comments for your consideration.

The Fox River which represents the physical barrier that limits the east-west access is also a
very unique and sensitive resource that requires cevery effort to minimize impacts at each
proposed crossing, The Class | Stream designation is based on the biological resource significance,
including the presences of the greater redhorse and the river redhorse and habitat that supports these
species. It is for this reason, that we would request that no instream work be done or work that
would contribute to its’ degradation, during the months of April, May and June during the spawning
season. This would, in addition, protect other aquatic resources found in the Fox River Systemn.

Also, in relation to the above resource, it is also essential that erosion control be in place and
functioning properly throughout the project. It should be monitored on a daily basis to assure its
function. Itisnoted that this was brought out in the DEIS section identifying “Measures to Minimize
Harm”, but all to often this issue fails the test of implementation. We would recommend that a
private consulting firm with expertise in this area be given this responsibility.

The CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor and alignments A & B of the Red Gate Road Corridor have many
sensitive resources within the areas of the chosen corridors that the Department of Natural
Resources would not encourage pursuing this alternative at this time. Not only the effects from
construction and operational impacts, but also the secondary and cumulative impacts in future years
would also degrade the existing resource base. Should this alignment be selected, it is strongly
recommended that additional groundwater monitoring be done to have a better understanding
of the true hydrology that involves these wetland complexes which contain fens that are very
sensitive to hydrologic changes and can not be replaced through mitigation. These wetlands
also have several endangered and threatened species associated with the habitat that exists within
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these areas,

In addition, the above mentioned alignments have the potential to impact several properties that are
Section 4(f) , which include the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Tri-County State Park.
The plans for the future development of this park are currently being put together which will include
a new visitor center and Region 2 office. Should this alternate be selected, the continued
coordination with the IDNR to develop a suitable entrance for this complex will be needed. It is
noted that the DEIS does discuss the Section 4 (f) properties on all alignments and the need to
coordinate impacts and mitigate in accordance with the established policy.

The report refers to impacts to wildlife ie: mammals, however they do not make reference to any bat
species or potential impacts . It is felt that the riparian corridors proposed in the numerous Crossings
definitely have potential impacts for this species and should be brought out in the discussion.

The position taken on wetland disturbance is not sensitive to wetland function and placement on
the landscape. For example, the distance between isolated wetlands, and their grouping on the
landscape, is not considered. Small isolated wetlands, the majority of the times, are described as
providing little benefit and functional quality to the watershed or region, regardless of their local
benefits. Also, if a wetland occurs outside the “riparian zone” it is stated to have no beneficial
aspects as far as the nearby stream or Fox River is concemned. The individual characteristics of
each site impacted, when combined, will result in a loss of some benefits. Wetland impacts are
discussed in detail and address the avoidance alternatives and the measures to minimize harm.
For those impacts, the ratios must be computed from the FQI numbers. The NARI values cannot
be used to compute wetland ratios under the 1989 Interagency Wetland Policy Act. If they do
not have an FQI, then one must be computed from their existing species lists or another
delineation of the wetland in question conducted.

In keeping with the resource policies established by the Hlinois Department of Natural
Resources, the Interagency Wetland Policy Act allows a three year time period for wetland
impact determinations and wetland compensation plans to be implemented before having to be
re-evaluated. This same three year time period applies to the reviews for compliance with the
state Endangered Species Protection Act and resource studies relative to the project.

If you have any questions on the above, please contact me at 217-785-5500.

Sincerely,

szﬂ%\ww

Steve Hamer
Transportation Review Program
Division of Natural Resource Review and Coordination



DOCUMENT 4

WED 874
S n%:g UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
1 REGION 5
< 77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
Sy CHICAGO, IL. 60604-3590
&
“ REPLY TQ THE ATTENTION OF:
sgp 09 ¥
Mr. Ronald C. Marshall B-19J
Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration
3250 Executive Park Drive

Springfield, Illinois 62703
Dear Mr. Marshall:

In accordance with our responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act and Section
309 of the Clean Air Act, we have reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
for the Fox River Bridges Project.

As described in the DEIS, the proposed actions evaluated include the construction of up to five
new crossings of the Fox River (with approach roads) between the Kane/McHenry County Line
and the Kane/Kendall County Line. The five potential bridge corridors are: Bolz Road in the
Villages of Carpentersville and Algonquin, the CC&P/Stearns Road in the Village of South
Elgin, the Red Gate Road near the City of St. Charles, the C&NW/Dean Street in the City of St.
Charles, and the Illinois Route 56/Oak Street in the Village of North Aurora.

Based upon our review of the information provided in the DEIS, we concur that implementation
of a “Build” option (or options), in addition to the maximum practicable utilization of Travel
Demand Reduction (TDR), Operational Management Strategics (OMS), and mass transit
extensions/improvements, will likely be necessary to alleviate the area’s existing and projected
congested traffic conditions. In addition, we also concur in the range of alternatives developed
for evaluation as associated with this Project.

Based upon our review of the information contained in the DEIS, including the applicable
conceptual wetlands compensation plan, our Agency has no environmental objections to the
portions of the Project associated with either the Bolz Road (Northern portion of the Project
area) or the Route 56/Oak Street (Southern portion of the project area) corridors. Similarly, our
Agency also finds the C& NW/Dean Street Corridor and the 2-lane Red Gate Road Corridor
(Alignment C) in the Central Corridor to be unobjectionable. Accordingly, we are assigning a
rating of “EC-2" to these four “Build” alternatives. Our concerns will be adequately addressed if
the Final EIS includes a commitment to integrate the maximum practicable inclusion of TDR,
OSM and mass transit components into the forthcoming project, as implemented.

As we have consistently maintained throughout this project’s development process, any and all

noticeable adverse impacts on the area’s fens simply must be avoided by projects seeking
Federal funds or permits. In this regard, the DEIS appears to indicate that adverse impacts on the
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area’s fens due to ongoing operations of CC&P/Stearns Road corridor and/or the Red Gate Road
northern corridors (Alignments A and B) would be reasonably foreseeable consequences of
implementing any of these three alternatives, Adverse impacts that could occur fiollowing
project implementation would likely be associated with the effects of salt spray from roadway
surfaces on the native fen plant species. The consequences of any such impacts that did occur
are likely to be long term and essentially unmitigateable in nature. In view of the forgoing,
therefore, our Agency has assigned a rating of “EQ-2" to these three Central Project Corridor
alternatives. As a consequence, our Agency would likely object to potential issuance of a .
Section 404 permit on behalf of any of these three “build” alternatives. '

. We appreciate the opportunity to review this project’s DEIS. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to contact me. I can be reached by phone at 312/886-7342, and my E-Mail

address is:
MacMullen.Michael@EPAMAIL.epa.gov

Sincerely yours,

%M/J%M
7 / / -
Michael W. MacMullen, Manager \

Environmental Review Program’

cc: Dennis Johnson, FHWA, Springfield, Illinois
John P. Kos, IDOT, Schaumburg, IHinois
Jeff Menglar, USF&WLS, Barrington, Iilinois
Kathy Chernich, USACOE, Chicago, linois
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ﬁ;g Nols ILLINOIS STATE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
o i Natural Resaurces Building

j 615 East Peabody Drive

Champaign, iL 61820-6964

217/333-4747
_ﬁ;o:z ) FAX 217/244-7004
AHTWENT
NATURAL
RESOURCES

August 6, 1998

Mr. John Kos, P.E.

oo ee DISTRICT ONE

Winois Department of Transportation AUG 11 1933
201 W, Center Court -
Schaumburg, lllinois, 60196-1096 -

urg BUREAU 0F LocaL
Dear Mr. Kos: ROADS AMD Sl REET:}
As you requested, we have reviéwed the Draft Environmental impact Statement (DEIS) for
the Fox River Bridge Crossings. You may be aware that we were extensively involved in
planning and executing the hydrogeologic study of the CC&P/Stearn’s Road corridor with STS
Consultants, but we were only peripherally involved in STS's preparation of the Wetlands and
Water Quality and Water Resources technical reports that are often referred to in the DEIS.

Because there are a number of agencies involved in the review of the DEIS, and because we
were only involved in the CC&P/Stearn’s Road corridor, we will limit our comments to larger
hydrogeologic issues that pertain to that specific corridor.

Although there may be other wetlands and natural resgurces that may be affected by the
proposed construction, the South Eigin and Brewster Creek fens are of primary concern due
to the presence of rare plant species. Fens rely on sources of ground water of specific quality
and quantity. Because ground water and surface water interact within the corridar, any
alterations to surface water may affect the ground water. The following comments concern
the discussions in the Water Quality and Water Resources Technical Report and DEIS of
possible alterations to the quality or quantity of ground and surface water that may threaten

the fens, - ,

1) In February 1998, we made a number of suggestions to STS regarding the Water Quality
and Water Resources Technical Report, some specifically regarding the calculations of
possible increases in chioride to ground and surface water in the corridor. Given the
il conclusions made in the DEIS, it does not appear that our suggestions have been
incorporated. Therefore, we are doubtiul of the projections of chloride increases in ground
and surface water in the corridor. Some of the comments that were made to STS regarding

this technical report are as follows:

a} Calculations of chloride increases in surface water due 10 runoff from the roadway
are made by dividing the entire winter application of chloride with the entire winter’s
rainfall.  This method will produce average values, not peak values. In addition,
because a number of assumptions were made in the caiculations, we fec! that a range

Printed on Recyeled Paper
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of projected chloride increases should be calculated rather than a single number, which
would mare accurately reflect the uncertainty in the method. This range is expected
to contain values larger. than thase fisted in the DEIS.

'
i
L

T

b} No attempt was shown to calibrate the projected chloride increases in the surface‘s

water 1o the levels of chiloride actually measured in the creeks given present-day salt \'
usage. The highest seasonal increase in chioride in streams measured during the g
hydrogeologic study is about 100 mg/L, and should be caused by the present use of .
salt in the corridor. Any projected increase in chloride in streams due to increased [/
chloride usage should be proportional 10 the present observations. It (s not logical to I
assume that a large increase in paved area will resuit in a very small increase in“;_

seasanal chloride levels,

¢) No continuous data were collected ta measure the level and duration of chioride in
surface water In the corridor. These data are needed to determine the magnitude and
duration of chloride increases in surface water caused by the present day sait
applications so that future chloride Jevels can be more accurately estimated, in the
manner discussed above. Multipie measuring points would help determine the extent
of the watershed contributing salt to the creeks in the corridor so that more accurate
projections could be made. in addition, the assumptions used 1o calculate increased
chloride in surface water do not always err on the side of caution. A renge of
calculations using a range of assumptions would be more useful, and would more
accurately reflect the uncertainties in the data collected and in the method. This range
is expected to contain values larger than those listed in the DEJS,

d) The duration of higher chloride levels in the cresk is probably longer than assumed
in the calculations. Chloride may be present in a watershed for months after
application. For example, Frost et, al {1881}, as referred to in the DEIS. shows
elevated (up 10 7x) chioride levels for months after application downstream from a
highway in comparison to levels upstream. Sampling during the hydrogeologic study
of the CC&P corridor indicated increased chloride levels in surface water well into the
springtime, apparently dependent on large rainfall events.

e} The amount of chloride leaving the roadway as spray is ;poorly undarstood.
Estimates used to calculate the impact of sait spray on the South Elgin fen could be
greatly improved by adding data from an IDOT-funded study underway at the llfinois '
State Water Survey. In addition, the method used to calculate the chloride load as
spray to the South Elgin fen is based on a number of assumptions that may not be
well founded on prior research given our examination of the cited references, many of
which are not available even from STS, We believe that those assumptions do not err
on the side of caution, and that a range of values should be used in calculations to
give an estimate of the range of possible chloride increases. This range is expected
to contain values larger than those listed in the DEIS,

2) Salt uptake into plants occurs not only through the roots but also through the foliage
? (Jones at al. 1992, as cited in the DEIS). Given that salt spray can travel greater than 9
meters high and follar damage has bean observed up to several hundred meters from a
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roadway (Jones et al. 1992, Kelsey and Hootman in the same volume), the effects of salt
spray are not limited to increasing salinity of ground water being discharged in the fen as
discussed in the DEIS. Direct . follar damage to fen vegetation is conceivable. The proper

experts shouid be consulted regarding this pathway.

3) i the duration and level of chloride increase in Brewster Creek is larger than estimated in
the technical reports, the amount of chioride that can enter the ground-water system
upgradient from the South Elgin fen may be sufficient to alter the rare plant assemblage, thus
degrading the habitat (see comment 4 below). The hydrogeologic study indicated that the
upper aquifer is sensifive to water-quality impacts due to point and nanpoint sources of
solutes, Brewster Creek and its tributaries infiltrate into the ground-water system in a portion

of the creek between Dunham Road and lilinois Route 25.

4) The level of chloride in the ground water that will alter fen vegetation is probably
significantly lower than the General Use Standard of 500 mg/L. Sam Pannc of the lllinois
State Geological Survey has associated levels of chloride in fens of about 45 mgy/L with an
increase of generalist plant species, The General Use Standard is not intended to protect
natural plant communities from alteration, An increase to levels of chloride in ground water
on the order of 45 mg/L in South Elgin fen is conceivable given the assumptions above,
although modeling of the levels would be needed to determine approximate levels.

5) A large amount of wetland organic soil is present between lllinois Route 25 and the Fox
. River along the alignment. If this “unsuitable” material must be excavated prior to
construction, it is possible that ground-water levels in the South Elgin fen may be affected
because the wetlands are likely to be hydrologically connected beneath the CC&P (lllinois

Central) railroad tracks.

, 6} If the primary concern to the fens is degradation of surface- and ground-water quality from
- road salt usage, then a 2-lane Build Alternative for the CC&P/Stearns Road corridor should ." -
have been discussed in the DEIS. Fewer lane miles and lower traffic speed will decrease the :
chloride load to surface-water bodies and will decrease the distance and amount of salt spray.
Because a 2-lane alternative for the Red Gate corridor was discussed, it is logical to assurne
that a 2-lane roadway would suit the purpose and need of the CC&P/Stearns Road corridor, ,;'

4

7) On p. 4-143, it was asserted that, west of lllinois Route 25, moving the alignment to the

" south was not possible due to increased effects on wetlands, While increased effects to
wetlands should be avoided, it is probable that a southward movement of the alignment
would greatly decrease any salt spray into the South Eigin fen. It is likely that a small |
increase in impact to noncritical wetlands would be preferable to any impact to the South -
Elgin fen. In addition, on p. 486, it is stated that Midwest Groundcovers will be entirely
displaced by the right-of-way acquisition, so that there will be sufficient room for a southward
shift of the alignment. Additional discussion with interested parties should occur before the

alignment is chosen,
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" 8) We were not given the opportunity to review the Wetlands Technical Report..

Please contact me if you have additional questions regarding the comments in this letter.

Sincerely,

) C o ~—— 7 ~ S
s o (7 A E (M

James J. Miner Steven E. Benton

Assaciate Staff Geolagist Associate Staff Hydrogeologist
ifinois State Geological Survey llfinois State Geological Survey
miner@gleoserv.isgs.uiuc.edu benton@geoserv.isgs.uiuc.edu
{217) 244-5786 (217) 244-0082

xc: Michael Miller; Principal Investigatar, ISGS Wetlands Studies
Michael Chrzastowski; Head, ISGS Coastal and Wetlands Geoiogy Unit
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Illinois Nature Preserves & Commission

524 SOUTH SECOND STREET
LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA

SPRINGEIELD, IL 627011787
217/785-8665 September 10, 1998

Mt. John P. Kos, P.E.

District Engineer, District One
1llinois Department of Transportation
201 W, Center Court

Schaumburg, Hlinois 60196-1096

ATTN: Ms. Nancy L. Magnus

Dear Mr. Kos:

Enclosed please find a review of the document titled, “Draft Environmental Impact Statement
and Section 4(f) Evaluation, Vols. 1 through 3.” On behalf of the Illinois Nature Preserves
Commiission, I would like-to thank you for the opportunity to comment on this significant
project. We look forward to working with you and providing you with any assistance you may
need regarding the preservation and protection of natural resources within the project area.

Should you have any questions or comments please contact me.

Sincerely,

&m %LW

Patti Malmborg
Northeastern Illinois Threats Coordinator

cc: Carolyn Grosbalf, INPC
Steve Byers, INPC
Maggie Cole, IDNR
Steve Hamer, IDNR
Mike McCoy, Kane County Board
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Review of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section4(f) Evaluation

This review is submitted to the Illinois Department of Transportation on behalf of the lllinois
Nature Preserves Commission (INPC). The INPC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
Fox River Bridge Crossings project. The construction of new Fox River crossings will not only
serve to imptove the lives of the citizens of Kane County, but permanently affect the quality of
the environment in which they live.

It is the responsibility of the INPC under the Illinois Natural Areas Preservation Act “to keep
watch over the protection, management and use of nature preserves,” to provide
“recommendations pertaining to nature preserves; other natural areas; threatened or rare species
of plants and animals and other elements of natural diversity . . . ,” and to “promote by advice
and other assistance the protection of natural areas in the State which are not dedicated as nature
preserves.” [525 ILCS 30.6). It is the responsibility of Illinois Department of Transportation,
through the Environmental Impact Statement process, to disclose all direct and indirect impacts
to nalural resources within the proposed project area.

The INPC acknowledges the purpose and need for this proposed project. There is a need for
additional bridge crossings over the Fox River to reduce existing traffic congestion, manage
traffic efficiently, and accommodate traffic from future development. We urge the County to
weigh all aspects, and potential impacts, when considering those corxidors that are appropriate
for construction. These choices will affect profound consequences on the quality of life of Kane

“County’s citizens.

The INPC has concerns regarding impacts to natura} resources in several of the proposed
corridors. The location of the Bolz Road Corridor will fragment a contiguous riparian forest that
occurs alopg the west bank of the Fox River. It should also be documented that no impacts will
be imposed on Brunner Farm Bluff and Fen located in near the proposed alignment.

The Red Gate Road Corridor, alternative alignments A and B, will impact an Illinois Natural
Area Inventory site (INAI) and include our arguments regarding the eastern portion of the
Stearn’s Road Corridor ( a shared alignment), which will impact a state dedicated nature preserve
and an INAI site. We believe a better altemative for alignments A and B would be to procecd
south along IL 25 to Army Trail Road instead of north to Stearn’s Road.

Most important, the INPC does not agree that the Steam’s Road Corridor will address the
purpose and need staterent of this project as well as the other proposed corridors. In our opinion
the Stearn's Road Corridor is not the best choice to enhance access to existing land uses, promote
community cohesion, or reduce circuitous travel. A bridge at Steam’s Road will not relieve
cxisting congestion problems in developed areas such as St. Charles and North Aurora. The
distant location of this cormridor and small proximel residency diminishes its use by bicycles and
pedestrians, which is also included in the goals. The choice of the Stearn’s Road Corridor does
not achieve or approach the goa! of Statement 5, page 1-11, which states that all development
decisions should consider the conservation and wise use of the natural resources of Kane Couanty.



SEP-10-98 FRI [1:26 AM  MALMBORG FAX NO. 8474281237 .

Review of DEIS
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page 2

A build scenario in the Steam’s Road Comridor would, however, serve to promote development
along the new alignment and generate greater environmental impacts to the sensitive natural
resources that occur there, including a state dedicated nature preserve and two INAI sites.
Studies show that the Steam’s Road Corridor contains the greatest number of both high-quality
natural areas (five) and listed species of all the proposed corridors.

The Kane County 2020 Plan promotes compact contiguous growth focused around existing Fox
River communities. It is the INPC’s opinion that Kane County will defeat its own future goals
by selecting the Steamn’s Road Corridor. Specifically we site the encouragement “of compact
and contiguous growth of existing communities at densities which facilitate the cost-effective
and environmentally sound extension of public utilities and services.” The Stearn’s Road
Corridor will promote new, disjunct development in relation to other developing areas. If Kane
County must relieve existing traffic congestion, a priority should be to relieve congestion where
it occurs and not promote congestion in other areas. The INPC does not believe that it is the
vision of Kane County to foster support for development at the expense of sensitive and rare
natural resources. The citizens living in the Urban Corridor Area east of the Fox River are
entitled to the benefits of open green space and lasting natural xesources.

The INPC believes that the benefits of this build alternative will not outweigh the impacts to the
last high-quality natural areas in the region, and the attraction of development will further impact
and degrade the regions remaining natura] character. Many of these remaining natural
comimunities are degraded because of past human disturbance and development, but they are
naturally occurring, and would respond positively to management and restoration efforts.
Although fragmented, the floodplain forests, wetland complexes and prairie compose a corridor
that is a refuge for rare and listed species, and promotes wildlife passage from the Fox River to
the Tri-County State Park and Pratt’s Wayne Woods Forest Preserve. This is an unusual and
valuable area that Kane County is fortunate to possess. It should be appreciated and protected.

The price tag of the Steam’s Road Corridor should indicate it’s inappropriate location. It has
been documented as the most expensive of the altematives and will require the most number of
stream crossings, impose the most wetland impacts, and demand the most mitigation and
remediation. Mitigation will be a large cost commitment and the greatest of all the proposed

corridors.

If Kane County and its citizens believe that the Steam’s Road Corridor is the best altemative for
construction, the INPC respectfully suggests the following actions be considered, among other
options, to minimize the adverse effects to the nature preserve, INAI sites and irreplaceable fen

wetlands,



SEP-10-98 FRI 11:27 AM  MALMBORG FAY NO. 5474261237 F.

Review of DEIS
September 10, 1998
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1) Minimize impacts by reducing the scope of the project. Instead of a four-lane alignment
with wide median, consider a two-lane alignment with wide gravel or vegetated shoulders.
The reduction of the roadway surface will reduce the amount of salt required for deicing.
The increased gravel or vegetated shoulders would intercept some of the splash and spray
that will result in indirect impacts to wetlands.

2y Consider native vegetative plantings or some other form of screening along the right-of-way
at critical locations near sensitive natural areas that would intercept salt splash and spray
before they enter wetlands or disperse over recharge areas.

3) Consider a system of storm sewers along the proposed alignment that would collect roadway
runoff and discharge it downstream of the sensitive natural areas, or contain it and prevent it
from entering the wetlands and streams, possibly discharging into a detention basin prior to
entering the Fox River and thereby avoiding the introduction of salts directly or through
inundation and infiltration.

4) Discharge storm sewers into vegetated swales some distance prior to entering receiving
waters to improve water quality.

If the Stearn’s Road Corridor is chosen, the INPC would expect that an effort be made to benefit
all the citizens of Kane County through mitigation and remediation of the natural quality of the
arca. This effort should include compensation for direct and indirect impacts to sensitive
wetland resources, enhancement, and protection of the remaining resources, especially in the face
of the future development that the proposed bridge corridor will generate.

The INPC would suggest the restoration of a functional riparian corridor along the length of
Brewster Creek, and its tributaries, that extends from Tri-County State Park to the Fox River.
The restoration could be accomplished through land acquisition, restoration of hydrologic
connections among wetlands, plantings of native vegetation, streambank stabilization, riffle
creation, exotic species control, management and monitoring. The riparian corridor should be
the maximum width possible to buffer the streams and associated uplands, and include additional
buffer areas. Meanders should be restored to the channelized stretch of Brewster Creek and
pools and riffles created to promote aguatic faunal diversity. A restoration design plan should be
developed under the guidance of the appropriate natura] resource agencies. It would be necessary
to control stormwater and chloride concentrations in the streams and wetlands for the restoration

to be successful.

The quality of life for Kane County citizens inhabiting the Urban Corridor Area located east of
the Fox River should be considered and improved by the preservation and protection of these
unique and sensitive resources. “Natural lands in natural communities are a part of the heritage
of the people. They are of value for scientific research, for teaching, as reservoirs of natural
materials not all of the potential uses of which are now known, as habitats for rare and vanishing
species . . . and as living museums of the native landscape . .. ”[525 ILCS 30/2]. Does the 2020

5
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Plan call for the wise use and preservation of what little natural resources Kane County has [eft?
Sound planning includes all of the County’s citizens. Natural resources contribute to the public

health and quality of life of the citizens of Kane County and the destruction of such resources, to
accommodate development, will have a negative effect.

Some specific comments are as follows:

Page 1-11, Natural Resources — the choice of the Stearn’s Road Corridor does not achieve or
approach statement 5.

Page 1-12, par. 3, sent. 3 — docs “preserving existing resources” include natural resources?

Page 1-18, Sect. 1.3.1, Purpose — Steam’s Road does not fulfill puspose statements 1 and 2. Itis
not the best alternative to reduce major congestion or provide more direct routes for
developed areas. Also, statement 3 - citizens located in the Urban Corridor are entitled to
the benefits of natural resources.

Page 1-20, par. 3 — Three bridges exist that do not provide direct connection. Greater
connectivity could promote and accommodate better traffic movement. A suggestion
would be to improve continuity of roadways to existing bridges in the region, i.e., State
street bridge in South Elgin and the Elgin and St. Charles bridges.

Page 2-7, Sect. 2.1.2.1 ~ It may be Kane County’s goal to preserve farmland in the western
portion of the county but increasing access to the west of the Fox River in a dispersed
fashion will serve to promote expansion west in a2 more dispersed fashion and consuime
prime farmlands in the rush of development. Property rights take precedence and
developers offer monies that are hard to refuse.

Page 2-15 — Should “fen” be included as an ecotype here?

Page 2-19, Table 2.1-6 — It is important to develop an IBI and Habitat Assessment for Brewster
Creek.

Page 2-27, par. 1, sent. 4 — Shouldn't five sigpificant natural areas be enough to establish that a
corridor should not be located at Stearn’s Road?

Page 2-27, Sect. 2.1.9.2 — This section does not mention the value of the wetlands and wetland
complexes as valuable migration and stopover habitat for wetland bird species.

Page 2-30, Sect. 2.1.9.3, par.1, sent. 3 — Was there habitat present in the corridor for this

_ federally listed species, and if so where?

Page2-70 — If the County is interested in “infilling” Red Gate Road would be a likely target
because no commercial or industrial uses occur there.

Pape 2-84, Sect. 2.3.5 — Road projects can be integrated with manmade historical districts. Road
projects are not compatible with environmentally sensitive high-quality natural areas.

Page 2-88, Sect. 2.3.6.2, par. 3 — Shouldn’t “fen” be included here?

b
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Page 2-90, par.5, sent. 3 — 1.5m does not equal 10 fi.

Page 2-91, Sect. 2.3.6.4 — It should be mentioned that uninterrupted flows of highly mineralized
groundwater create and support the rare fen communities located within the corridor.

Page 2-98, par. 4 — Why were IBI and PIBI values not determined for Brewster Creek Tributary
when high-quality resources occur along or are associated with this tributary to the Fox?

Page 2-99, par. 1 — Why was the North Arm of Brewster Creek not surveyed for fish, mussels, or
aquatic invertebrates? With incomplete data, how can reasonable impacts be disclosed?

Page 2-106, par. 1, sent. 6 - It is recognized here, that the introduction of stormwater will
degrade South Elgin Fen INAI site.

Page 3-10, par. 2 — Are alternative alignments possible for Stearn’s Road? The current plan
involves excessive impacts to natural resources.

Page 3-10, par. 3 — It is recognized here, that South Elgin Fen should be avoided with direct
impacts because it is an irreplaceable wetland asset. Indirect impacts of deicing
chemicals can be just as devastating as direct impacts and should be avoided as well.

Page 3-10, par. 5 — The first sentence should alert anyone to the fact that this alternative is
inappropriate.

Page 3-12, par. 2 — The two proposed alternative alignments for Red Gate Road (A and B) appear
to defeat the purpose and need in that they do not appear to facilitate safe and efficient
traffic movement. Alternative C appears the most efficient.

Page 4-1, Sect. 4.1.1.1, — It is naive to think that development will not penetrate the Critical
Growth/ Agricultural/Village Corridors especially with the large amounts of monies that
are available from developers. Drained farmland along primary roadways will be at a
premium.

Page 4-1, par. 2 - Steam'’s Road is not the best altemnative to provide these linkage functions.

Page 4-4, Sect. 4.1.1.3 — It is important to provide enhancement of police and emergency
response times, flexibility, and efficiency of these services to areas in the most need,
where the largest populations occur, and the most traffic congestion occuts. Is the
Stearn’s Road Corridor the best alternative to provide this function?

Page 4-12, Sect. 4.1.6.2 — These activities will be directly disruptive to hydrological connectivity
of the wetland complexes on the Stearn’s Road Corridor.

Page 4-14, Sect. 4.1.6.4, par. 2 — What about the introduction and infiltration of salt? Glacial
outwash layers are known to occur locally and near the surface in the Stearn’s Road
Corridor.

Page 4-15, par. 1 — Even the “’low risk™ of intercepting the water table and negligible
groundwater impacts may be too much risk wien it comes to the requirements of fen
communities.

Page 4-15, par. 6 — The results of the model referred to, to our knowledge, have not beep
reviewed by the ISGS. We are uncomfortable in accepting the results because the areas
to be affected are the most sensitive to these indirect impacts. If the water table is
intersected, it could have detrimental effects on groundwater fed wetlands due to
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evaporation and changes in flow direction and quantity, as well as potential dilution and
contaminant foading.

Page 4-16, par. 3 — It is recognized here that the cumulatwe effects of future development will
change groundwater flow and quality, and impact the sensitive fen communities.

Page 4-17, Sect 4.1.7.1 — Of all the proposed corridors, the Fox River has the best quality rating
at the Stearn’s Road Corridor crossing.

Page 4-22, par. 2 — The design of the detention basin has not been adequately described.

Page 4-23, par.4 — Will the detention basin be wet-bottom and vegetated to provide for water
quality benefits? What are the retention times?

Page 4-23, Sect. 4.1.7.5, par. 1 - It is naive or perhaps irresponsible to think that the placement of
a bridge corridor will not affect the pattemn of future development.

Page 4-27, par. 3 — Will a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan be developed and required by
the IEPA before the NPDES permit 1s issued?

Page 4-27, Sect. 4.1.8, par 2, sent. 3 ~ Summary of remaining wetlands, including one state
dedicated nature preserve and two INAI sites.

Page 4-31, par. 3 - Grave! operations west of the river will not have significant impacts on the
sensitive natural areas east of the river.

Page 4-32, par. 1 — A misleading impression is given here, as if the natural areas are already
protected and do not require the attention of IDOT to avoid or minimize impacts.

Page 4-35, par. 3 - We question the statement that “relatively” high-quality wetlands are created.
Relative to whose standards. Problems with created wetlands are widely known and the
argument that naturally occurring wetlands, although degraded, would be better replaced
with created wetlands is not acceptable.

Page 4-114, par. 2 — More detail needed on “dry-bottom” detention basin. Will there be an
outfall and where. What are the retention times for varying storm events? Dry-bottom
basins are notorious for the first flush of stormwater in small storm events. Accumulated
pollutants are flushed through the system in the first pulses of water that move through
the basin,

Page 4-114, par. 5 -- It is recognized that the potential impact to the shallow aquifer from
infiltration of roadway runoff is high given the absence of an aquitard.

Page 4-119, Sect. 4.3.7.2, par. 1 — It this volume not anticipated to have an effect on the Fox
River or the lower order streams?

Page 4-119, Sect. 4.3.7.2, par. 3 — If the detention basin is dry-bottorn and sealed, how will it
remove pollutants? What are the retention times? Will pulses from small storm events
flush pollutants through the system?

Page 4-120, par. 1 - Increased chloride levels are known to adversely impact wetland vegetation.

Page4-120, Sect. 4.3.7.3, par.2 — Will the control of exotic and invasive vegetation be
implemented where soil is exposed in disturbed areas and in revegetated arcas?

Page 4-129, par. 4 — Reed canary grass is an invasive species that dominates disturbed
areas. It is aggressive and competitive in native communities, and in natural areas it’s
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populations are closely managed,

Page 4-130, par. 2 — It is acknowledged here that chlorides are transported to wetlands via
groundwater.

Page 4-130, par. 6 — Wouldn’t the “flushing mechanism” of innundation transport chlorides
suspended in surface waters “into” the Nature Preserve? Would the fen community be
exposed to a 50mg/1 chloride concentration?

Page 4-136, par. 1, sent. 1 — Won’t splash and spray collecting on the recharge surfaces be
transported via infiltration?

Page 4-136, par. 1, sent. 3 — What does “detention pond “discussed for wetland No. 8" mean?

Page 136, par. 2 — If there are no specific references on the effects of chlorides on sensitive fen
vegetation (page 4-131, par. 2) how can you “not expect” elevated chloride levels to have
any impacts?

Pagc 4-145, par. 3 ~ Wasn’t the earlier argument for “no effects” from chlorides that the fens
were flushed and surface waters diluted by inundations from the streams?






APPENDIX A
Part II - Chapter Two
Comments from Other Agencies and Government Bodies with Responses

Other agencies that have advisory roles or limited review roles also provided comments to the DEIS.
these agencies include:

1. DuPage County Division of Transportation (August 17, 1998)

Their comments primarily were a statement of their preferences for the corridors presented.

2. Forest Preserve District of DuPage County (August 14, 1998; August 18, 1998; March 9,
2001)

Their comments included additional data and concern about the need for the CC&P/Stearns
Road Corridor in light of its impacts. As a follow-up to their comments they were provided
a copy of the Fox River Bridges CC&P/Stearns Road Environmental Roadway Corridor
Technical Memorandum (July 2000). This document did not satisfy all of their concerns.
While Pratt’s Wayne Woods would be directly impacted, secondary impacts may occur,
Also, concern was expressed about the IDNR property - Tri-County State Park. We have
been in continuous consultation with IDNR regarding impacts to their property to develop
a program whereby the proposed total mitigation package negates any impacts to Tri-County
State Park (this was expressed in the coordination meeting of February 28, 2001).

The 1ssues relating to secondary impacts from vehicles affecting Pratt’s Wayne Woods is
more areflection on the recently completed portion of Stearns Road through DuPage County
than on this project. Also, we have been in communication with the DuPage County Forest
Preserve in the presence of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources on issues which this
project may directly impact them. The primary issue has been development and completion
of bicycle routes.

3. Nlinois Historic Preservation Agency (June 25, 1998)

Their comments were primarily in the form of additional information or corrections,
which will be incorporated into the FEIS where appropriate.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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4, Illinois Department of Agriculture (August 13, 1998)
Their expressed concerns focused on agricultural impacts as an indirect result of the
proposed project, such as from mitigation sites. Only a very minimal amount of off-site
mitigation is proposed, and this is in a wetland bank. This should satisfy their concerns

5. USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) (July 28, 1998)

No comment.

6. Northeastern llinois Planning Commission (NIPC) (August 26, 1998)

Only comments relates to advice on instituting appropriate measures for stormwater
management, soil erosion and sediment control, stream and wetland protection and
floodplain management. All of these are considered in the FEIS and appropriate measures
are called for.

7. Illinois Department of Natural Resources - Office of Water Resources (July 27, 1998)

Their comments were a reiteration of their jurisdiction in the permitting process for
stream crossings.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION

~ T T O N E DuPage County
D ! P&i C I Ny BO JOHN J. CASE
COUNTY BOARD CHATRMAN

{630) 682-7318

puG 17 1998 FACSIMILE (630) 690-533)

=

o 3UREAU OF LOCAL
August 6, 1998 JADS AMD STREETS

Mr. John Kos, P.E.

District Engineer, District One
Hlinois Department of Transportation
201 W. Center Court

Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

RE:  FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation

Kane County, Illinois '
Dear Mr. Kos:

Thank you for providing the Division of Transportation the opportunity to review the Fox River
Bridge Crossings Draft EIS for Kane County. After reviewing the documents in question,
attending various public hearings on the bridges, and discussing the alternatives with Kane
County representatives the Division of Transportation staff is prepared to submit the following

comments. ’

Bolz Road Corridor

This corridor does not directly impact DuPage County.

CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor

As you may know, the DuPage County Division of Transportation is sponsoring a Phase |
Study for the realignment of the Stearns Road/IL 25/Dunham Road intersections in Kane
County. The Division of Transportation has also invested a considerable amount of time and
money in the Stearns Road corridor from Powis Road to South Bartlett Road. All of this is being
done in anticipation of increased travel demand in this corridor and due to the fact that Stearns
Road is designated as a Strategic Regional Arterial. This bridge alternative ranks the highest in

terms of priority for the DuPage County DOT.

Red Gate Road Corridor (Al alignments)

Having transferred jurisdiction of Army Trail Road west of Munger Road to the Village of
Wayne, it is the Division of Transportation’s opinion that this set of bridge alternatives would
be less effective than the Stearns Road alternate. It is also likely that this alternative would

. 130 N. COUNTY FARM ROAD . WHEATON, IL 60187 o



produce some undesired congestion related effects on the rural character of the Village of
Wayne.

C&NW/Dean Street Corridor

This particular corridor would have little or no effect on DuPage County highways. This design
could relieve some of the congestion through the City of St. Charles, but would result in the
same amount of traffic entering and leaving DuPage County on IL 64.

Mooseheart/IL 56/Qak Sireet Corridor

It is the Division of Transportation’s opinion that this alternative has considerable value because
of the designation of IL Route 56 as a Strategic Regional Arterial, and because of its proximity to
the I-88 corridor. This corridor could have a great deal of importance should there be another
north-south arterial corridor developed in western DuPage County. It would also be a useful
route should there be any need to improve or reconstruct the bridges carrying I-88 over the Fox

River.

In short, the Division of Transportation staff ranks the alternatives in the following order of
preference;

CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor
Mooseheart/IL 56/Oak Street Corridor
Bolz Road Corridor

Red Gate Corridor

C&NW /Dean Street Corridor

It is also the Division of Transportation staff's recommendation that multiple crossings should
be considered. Clearly, as demand grows for added road capacity between the counties, more

than one additional bridge will be needed.

Once again, thank you for the opportunity to participate in the review process. If the Division
of Transportation can be of further assistance in this matter, please do not hesitate to contact

me,

Sincerely,

Charles F. Tokarski, Director
DuPage County Division of Transportation

cc ]. Dailey, Kane County .
D. Zeilenga, DuPage County
D. Bammi, DuPage County



185 Spring Avenue
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

P.0. Box 2339
Glen Elyn, IL
60138-2339

630/790-4500
FAX 630/790-1071
TOD 1-800-526-0857

D. "Dewey"” Pierotti, Jr.,
President

Yiftiam J. Maio, Jr.,
Vice-President

Gary A, King,
Secretary

Caroiyn M. Kulie,
Treasurer

Robert “Dan” Gooch,
Executive Director

0. 0upage A usorestiadhome himd

o

<%

August 14, 1998

wats
Mr. John P. Kos, P.E. 3 \_DC’
District Engineer, District One \)REP‘\]{,‘\&) S"REE‘S

Iinois Department of Transportation RO M)S
201 W. Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

Attn: Ms. Nancy Magnus

Re:  Comments on the FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS
Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation
Federal Document No.: FHWA-IL-EIS-93-01-D/4(f)
Kane County, lllinois

Ms. Magnus:

Upon review of the above mentioned Fox River Bridge Crossings Draft
Environmental Impact Statement, the Forest Preserve District of DuPage
County provides the following comments pertaining to the consideration of the
proposed "CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor” alignment and the two northerly
alignments of the "Red Gate Corridor". These two Central Region corridors
are of greatest concem to the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County as
all three alignments have an eastern terminus onto Stearns road east of
Dunham road and may directly and/or indirectly, negatively impact the
natural resources of Pratt's Wayne Forest Preserve and the Tri-County State
Park of which the District has preservation and management responsibilities.

In short, the draft environmental impact assessment clearly reports that upon
examination of the five Fox River Bridge Crossing corridor alternatives, the
"CC&P/Stearns Road" and northerly alignments of the "Red Gate Road"
corridors would result in the greatest economic cost at $66 million and $77
million respectively and appears to result in the greatest ecological cost to
critical natural area and habitats, and their respective floral and faunal
species. Furthermore there are voids in the ecological data assessment
which need to be brought current regarding wetland restoration projects at
Pratt's Wayne Woods preserve. Over the past season of 1998 there are
responding plant and wildlife species to this habitat restoration which need
consideration. Finally, the socioeconomic assessment appears grounded in
a traditional paradigm that these new bridge crossings will provide, "linkages
between residential areas and employment, shopping, institutional,
educational, and recreational opportunities along both sides of the river."
{4.1.1.1). There does not appear to be any assessment and consideration of
how mega-trends associated with current and forecasted technology
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acceieration are changing this socioeconomic paradigm. There is increasing
data to support the emergence of what is being described as developing
"vitual communities”. These virtual communities encompass greater
numbers of at home employees, have more home-based businesses, are
causing retail market shifts toward consumer direct electronic commerce,
and comprise interactive communications media for educational, institutional,
and even recreational opportunities. This new paradigm should be given
consideration in the context of traditional planning for vehicle linkages.
Electronic linkages should be evaluated rigorously and may null some of the
increase projections from transportation and growth models over the next ten

to twenty years.

Subsequently, when a more robust assessment is completed, the
"CC&P/Stearns Road" and "Red Gate Road" corridors may removed from
further consideration. The following issues regarding the Fox River Bridge
Crossings Draft Environmental Impact Statement and other considerations
pertaining to the "CC&P/Stearns Road" and "Red Gate Road" corridors are
of concem to the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County:

Table 4.1-4 Summary of Impacts to Prime and State important Farmland
Soils show that the CC&P/Steamns corridor would have the greatest negative
impact to prime and state important farmland than any of the alternatives in
which 35.1 hectares would be impacted. Although not a direct impact to the
District, we value such important soil resources and are trying to preserve
part of the agricultural heritage in the county. :

4164 "Impacts to groundwater caused by construction of the
proposed Fox River Crossings could include changes to groundwater
recharge, diversions or blockage of ground water, and water supply well
relocations.” "Potential groundwater impacts are most likely limited to
corridors with shallow unconfined aquifers...the CC&P/Stearns Road corridor
on the east side of the Fox River where grading may intersect shallow water
table conditions..." are of serious concern to the District.

Concerns regarding salt utilized for de-icing and models used
to anticipate total and increased concentrations of chloride are discussed.
"No long term impact upon groundwater quality is expected from road
operations. The one possible exception is the shallow aquifer that supplies
water to wetlands on the east side of the Fox River for the CC&P/Stearns

Road corridor."

4
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41.71 "One bottomiess culvert with head walls or bridge will be
constructed for crossing of the North Arm of Brewster Creek in the
CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor. Some loss of riparian habitat is expected to
occur to the North Arm of Brewster Creek culvert/bridge installation "

Table 4.1-5 Summary of Crossing Structure and Loss of Substrate Area
depicts that of any of the corridor alteratives, the CC&P/Stearns Road
corridor will have the greatest permanent and temporary loss of river bottom.
Although this is not a direct impact to the District property, we are fuily
engaged in the restoration and protection of upper stream reaches of the Fox
River. We find these environmental impacts to be detrimenta!l within the
watershed system of which we are a part..

41.7.2 "Pollutants accumulate on roadway surfaces and adjoining right-
of-way as a result of motor vehicle operations on the roadway.” The
CCa&P/Stearns Road corridor is expected to carry 34,000 vehicles daily which
would represent the highest daily traffic of any alternative corridor and
subsequently result in the greatest accumulation of pollutants impacting
surface runoff water quality. Thus of any of the corridors, CC&P/Stearns
Road Corridor would require an additional detention basin to engineer
protection of water guality within the Brewster Creek Watershed.

4.1.8.1 Of all the corridors under consideration, the CC&P/Stearns
Road Corridor would have the greatest construction impacts to wetlands than
any other alternative with 2.54 hectares negatively impacted. Specifically
wetlands #14 and #16 on Tri-County State Park land would be negatively
impacted. The newly restored (1997) wetlands within the Phase |l Brewster
Creek wetland project are located adjacent to Stearns road west of POWSs.
These wetlands were not included at the time of the assessment. Although
they are located at the far east end of the CC&P/Stearns Road corridor
terminus, negative impacts are expected attributable to a marked increased
traffic volume estimated at 34,000 daily vehicles on Stearns road contributing
noise poliution, road water runoff contaminates including chioride, direct salt
spray impacts, and increased fragmentation and hydrology challenges.
"Wetland #16- This 0.11 hectare wetland (0.27 acre) marsh/shrubland is
located just north of the existing Steamns Road. Operational impacts to this
depressional wetland will include elevated chloride and pollutant levels due
to splash and spray from road surfaces. Improvements to Stearmns Road near
this site will introduce higher levels of pollutants to this area."
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4.1.8.3 "The CC&P/Steams Road corridor also contains three seep/fen

communities which are most susceptible to groundwater flow impacts. ltis
in these fen and seep communities which harbor a majority of the state listed
threatened and endangered species which were identified during biological
surveys.” Of all the corridor altematives, the CC&P/Stearns Road corridor is
the only one which impacts such ecologically significant plant and animal
communities such as these fens. "Most of the significant wetlands identified
for this project are located in the CC&P/Stearns Road corridor. To some
extent, these significant wetlands, identified as fens and seeps, are protected
by the designation of Nature Preserve status..."

Table 4.1-10 Summary of Cover Type Loss, hectares is inconsistent data as
the Marsh Lands e/ cell is left blank and previously Table 4.1-7 depicted 2.54
hectares of wetlands (Marsh Lands e/) would be impacted and some of those
wetlands would need to be mitigated. "The wetland complexes in the

CC&P/Stearmns Road corridor are its most important habitat feature.”
Operational impacts such as salt spray are quite vague in the report. The
Sucoff's methods of assessment were used to determine the potential effects
of the salt spray on the woody plants in each comridor. No estimate was given
for effects from runoff to vegetation and water from the salt spray affected
area. District data shows significant impacts to wetlands and vegetational
communities subjected to salt runoff and salt spray. These same type of
impacts are expected as traffic volume dramatically increases as will speed

on the Stearns Road.

4.1.9.3 The Birds currently utilizing the Brewster Creek Wetland project
adjacent to Stearns road on forest preserve property are not mentioned.
Wildlife observations in 1998 yield the verification of American Coots and
Pied Billed Grebes (lllinois threatened) nesting in Phase Il Brewster Creek
Wetiand project area. A Cope's Gray Treefrog was found breeding in Phase
Il Brewster Creek south of Stearns road which is the first record for DuPage
County. Such amphibians are extremely sensitive to salt chemistries in the
wetlands. A nesting pair of Sandhill Cranes (lllinois endangered) have
produced at least one young each of the last three years. The Sandhill
cranes have been observed on numerous occasions utilizing habitat both
north and south of Stearns road, west of POWSs in both forest preserve and
Tri-County state park land. An attached copy of recent wildlife observations

is provided.
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General comments: Much more needed assessments are necessary to
evaluate and anticipate the overall impacts of the proposed CC&P/Steams
Road corridor on the ecological resource. The new restored Brewster Creek
Phase Il wetlands on forest preserve district property need to be reviewed
critically with respect to direct and indirect negative impacts expected from
the increased traffic volume and speed anticipated with the Stearns road
improvements and proposed bridge corridor. Although you are clearly aware
that the CC&P/Stearns Road corridor has the greatest economic cost, it
appears fo have the greatest ecological cost and potential environmental
damage than any of the altemative bridge crossings of the Fox River as well.
Further data is available regarding wildlife and plants species dependent on
the habitats and natural areas discussed previously. These data need to be
incorporated into the assessment which is presently incomplete and
subsequently void of accurate information needed for sound decision making.
We urge the Illinois Department of Transportation to further the
Environmental Impact Assessment to a more robust process, discovery and
analysis.

Respectfully,

etk

Robert D. Gooch
Executive Director







August 18, 1998

Mr. John P. Kos, P.E.

District Engineer, District One
llinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196-1096

SUBJECT: Comments on the FOX RIVER BRIDGE CROSSINGS Draft
Environmental Impact Statement and Section 4(f) Evaluation
Federal Document No.: FHWA-IL-EIS-93-01-D/4(f) Kane

County, lllinois

Dear Mr. Kos:

The letter | delivered to your office late last Friday, August 14, 1998 , was
missing its attachment. Enclosed is the missing attachment.

185 Spring Avenue

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137 Please include this attachment with Robert D. Gooch, Executive Director's
P.O. Box 2339 letter dated August 14, 1998 regarding the above subject.
Glen Eftyn, IL . . .
60138-2339 If you have any questions or problems with this request, please contact me
at (630) 942-6044.
630/790-4900

FAX 630/790-1071 s i
TDD 1-800-526-0857 ncerety,

D. “Dewey” Pierotti, Jr., %
.

President ——
Willam ok hn F. Oldenburg ”
ilfiam J. Maio, Jr., i,
Vice-Prasient anager of Grounds & Resotxe
Gary A. King, . - "
Secretary : io
Enclosure .
Carolyn M. Kulie, —rrrr - e Tina
Treasurer :’ gD - o \-:‘_ -& ._.’
Robert “Dan" Gooch, JFO/sjh B L R T

Executive Director
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BREWSTER CREEK PHASE | AND I - 1cces WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS
Prepared by: Daniel R. Ludwig, Fh.D.
July 09, 1998

This year (1 998) will mark the first fuil growing season for wetland plants in Brewster Creck
Phase | and 1. Conseguently, much of the structural diversity provided by vegetation is
developing. Shallow standing water was present in the scraped areas of Phase | and in
Phase Il reed Canary grass was still the dominant ‘emergent aquatic plant” along the creek
in Phase |, and just west of Munger Road in Phase I

ate June 1998. A pair of cranes with one young weas seen previously directly to the south
along Brewster Creek (le.. notin Phase | or ). Atthe present time it IS not known if thera

is more than cne pair of Sandhiil Cranes in the area.

American Coots and Pied-billed Grebes (Minois threziened) nested in flcoded reed canary
grass in Phase ||.

Pied-billed Grebes used shatlew water arezs in Phase larc |l

Both Mallards and Biue-winged Teal have successfully neste< within Phase [ Killdeer ang
Spotted Sandpipers also rezred yYoung in Phase |.

Amphibians are breeding within the shallow water areas created in Fhase I and I1. Cope’s
Gray Treefrog was found breeding in Phase Il south of Stearns Road. This is a first recerd

for DuPage County.

A list of wildlife Species observed on site is attached. Observations were made on Aprif 08.
May 21, and June 16 and 17, 19¢8.

bce:  Leslie Berns
John Oldenburg
JoEllen Siddens
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Forest Preserve District of DuPage County

35, 580 Naperville Road + Wheaton, IL 60187-8761 -+ 630.933.7200 - Fax 630.933.7204 - TTY 800.526.0857

March 9, 2001 | c OPY

Mr. Jeff Dailey
Director/County Engineer
Kana County

Division of Transportation
41W011 Burlington Road
St. Charles, L 60175

Dear Mr.w S‘fF

Thank you for forwarding the technical memorandum for the Fox River Bridge Crossing
CCP/Stearmns Road Corridor to our agency. | have sent it out to my staff for review and
comment. | hope this reply will be useful to you.

First, | would like to compliment you and your consultants on the general thoroughness
of the review. We only regret that the footprint of the study area did not reach a half
mile, or so, east. Although the Forest Preserve District of DuPage County's property
is uniikely to be directly affected by the proposed project, Tri-County (IDNR) property
within DuPage County likely will be.

The Pratt's Wayne Woods Preserve (District property) will likely have indirect and
possible accumulative impacts from salt (sodiurn and chioride), heavy metals (copper,
zinc, lead) oll, grease and other chemical and nutrient loading due to an expected
increase In traffic by approximately 34,000 vehicles per day passing District property.
Subsequent increases in biotic community exposure to air poliutants (CO, NOx, THC,
NMHC) from vehicle emissions are predictable but absolute correlation to negative
cause and effect relationships would be difficult to research.

Of course, most of the memorandum covers direct affects of the project within Kane
County. On that note, we would be remiss in our opportunity to comment if we did not
point out one apparent logical discontinuity. The Technical Memorandum hypothesized
that the special aquatic sites had degraded over time and would continue to degrade.
The project postulates that with the development of the Brewster Creek Greenway
Corridor which encompasses all of the mitigation strategies ... that the result would be
no-net harm to the special aquatic sites as a minimum standard.” While the
assumption of degradation bolsters the project, data presented on Page 9 indicate that
the Day’s Fen has increased in quality from 1994 to 1999 and data presented on Page
10 shows that South Elgin Sedge Meadow was of a higher quality in 1999 than it was
in 1977. ‘

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 5000 + Whaeaton, IL 60185-5000 + www.dupageforast.com
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Andrea Hoyt, the District's Manager of Project Development, wanted to pass along
comments directed towards the design of a bicycte trail along the corridor. We wish to
request that the re-routing of the Prairie Path in the area of Route 25 should be done in
such a manner to provide separation of trail users from traffic along the road. It would be
preferred to avoid crossing of any roads or railway tracks at grade. Bridges are preferred
to underpasses for security reasons. Trail surfacing should consider a variety of users
such as cydlists, hikers and equestrians. Forest Preserve staff would like a trail connection
into the Tri-County Park. The plan for the preserve will include a trail. The trail “cloverieaf”
created at ftlinois Route 25 and the East Branch of Brewster Creek appears to be
constructed within a designated welland. Perhaps an alternate location could be identifiad
so as not to impact the wetfands. Conceptually, the idea of the frail linkages are good;
however, specific site plans must be examined to determine the exact field locations.

Finally, we would like to encourage continued active participation of the Forest Preserve
District of DuPage County thrOugh design and construction of the eastern end of the
cornidor.

Thank you again for allowing the District to participate in the process.

Sincerely,

Lo

Robert D. Gooch
Executive Director

CC: John Oidenburg
Andrea Hoyt
Joel Greenberg

RDG:feo
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June 25, 1958 N

Mxr. John P. Kos, P.E. C o :3'73
District Engineer, District One G N
Illinois Department of Transportation e N i AN

201 W. Center Court [ . Soe
Schamburg, IL 60196-1096 o )

Re: DEIS for Fox River Bridge Crossings G T
Federal Document No.: FHWA-IL-EIS-93-01-D/4(f) RSN
IHPA Log #10022195, 961010004M-K AN

¢

Dear Mr. Kos:

Our office has reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and
Section 4(f) Evaluation (DEIS) for the construction of new bridges
across the Fox River in Kane County, Illinois. Recently, our office
received additional survey information from the Illinois Department of
Transportation regarding the eligibility of certain structures (see
attached letter dated May 20, 1998). The results of this evaluation
should be incorporated into the document. The statement under 4.4.5,
Cultural Reslources, page #4-112 regarding the Andrew Weisel House
(312 2nd Avenue)} and the property at 416 2nd Avenue is not accurate.
Our office will require more detailed cross-sections before we are
able to determine the effect of the project on these properties. Any
references in the DEIS regarding archaeology should adequately reflect
the information contained in our December 2, 1997 and attached
reviewer’s comments. A copy of this letter and attachment are
enclosged.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the DEIS. If
you have any questions, please contact Ms. Tracey A. Sculle, Cultural

Recusrces Manager, 217/785-3977.
O bty
L]

Anne E. Haaker
Deputy State Historic
Pregervation Officer

enclosures: May 20, 1598 letter
December 7, 1997 letter w/ attachments

AEH:TAS
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REVIEWER'S COMMENTS
IHPA Log #361010004M-K
SIX FOX RIVER BRIDGES

pg. iv and v —~ 11-K-424 is listed under Oak Street and Red Gate Road Corridors. Should
one entry be 11-K-4267

pg. v -- Under Red Gate Corridor: 11-K-13 should be emboidened

pg. 28, Figure 7 - This illustration pertains to only the southern corridors. Can you also
supply that portion of the map for the northern corridors,

pg. 47, Methods
a) Can you briefly elaborate on the difference between the corridors and the ROWs? |t

was initially confusing to me how the two differed: I thought the terms were being used
interchangeably. Also, can you elaborate briefly on corridor widths, perhaps in the
description of each corridor in Survey Results.

b} What procedures/definitions did you use for prehistoric and historic artifact analyses?
Did NIU-CAP or ITARP conduct the analyses?

pg. 51, 1st para. - We request below survey for additional parcels. In general, all parcels
must be surveyed if they will be constructed on, do not occur in tow-lying areas, are not
previously disturbed, are not extremely smail in size, or some combination of the above.

pg. 66, 11-K-424 -- Is this site on Figure 97 You have a duplicate site 11-K-424 on page
105. The descriptions on the pages do not agree and suggest one site is misidentified,
Should this be 11-K-426?

pg. 71, 11-K-41 - a)} Does additional work need to be conducted to determine whether the
prehistoric scatter identified during survey is indeed part of 11-K-41? b) On Figure 12, 11-
K-41 appears to be outside the study corridor. Is this correct? The site description is
vague on this point. c) Do available site records indicate on what evidence {e.g . human
bone, mounds, etc.) this site was identified as a burial location? |s bone curated; if so, is
it human? If presence or abssnce of human bone cannot be verified in coilections,
additional work should be recommended to evaluate whether human remains are present at
this site and whether human remains will be impacted by construction. The presence of
burials does not automatically make a site significant in National Register terminology.
However, any burials present are protected under the Human Skeletal Remains Protection

Act regardless.

Pg. B1 -- disagree with your recommendation that 11K399 needs further work ; the site
does not appear to warrant additional investigation

pg. B2 -- disagree with your recommendation that 11K410 needs further work; the site

Printed on Recycled Papor



Illinois Historic
~——==—:"Preservation Agency

_I.A. 1 Old Slate Capitol Plaza * Springfield, lllinois 62701-1507 + (217) 7824836 * TTY (217) 524-7128

does not appear to warrant additional investigation

pg. 94 -- Disagree that low priority parcels do not need survey. Your coverage and sites
located maps suggest all the parcels designated low priority potentially contain
archaeological resources. Survey is requested for all unsurveyed parcels.

pg. 102, 11-K-13 .-- Why couldn't the northern and eastern site limits be determined? If
present, any burials are protected under the Human Skeletal Remains Protection Act.

pg. 103 -- disagree with your recommendation for further work at 11K371: the site does
not appear to warrant additional investigation

pg. 108, 11-K-444 -- a} 8th line -- where is "here"? b} disagree with your recommendation
for further work at 11K444; the site does not appear to warrant additional investigation

pg. 109 - 110, 11-K-452 -- Why couldn't the east and west site boundaries be accurately
assessed? Despite the unplowed condition of 11-K-452, | am inclined to disagree with
your recommendation for further work at 11-K-452 due to the limited quantity of artifacts.
The site does not appear to warrant further investigation.

pg. 111, Table 17 -- a) For Property Number 10, you should indicate the pricrity level as
low for prehistoric, high for historic. This will more accurately reflect your text on page
113, lines 1-3.

pg. 113, line 1 -- agree the parcels listed as low priority do not require further work.

pg. 113, line 2-3 -- if this is an unregistered cemetery, the burials are protected under
Human Skeletal Remains Protection Act.

pp. 117-118, 11-K-221 -- a} Knight also reports a Middle Archaic stemmed biface for this
site. b) This portion of the Rees map is not portrayed in Figure 7.
c) | disagree with this report's interpretation of 11-K-221 as short term, confined to
a pre-1860s affiliation, and as the P.O. and home of Edward Brewster as it is depicted on
the 1851 Rees map.
Some facts -- 1: 11-K-221 is located on the east side of Rte. 125 in NW & NE of
SE SW NE S1 {Knight, 1991 IAS site form}, on the north bluff of Brewster Creek. A mid
to late 19th century affiliation (IAS site form) and an 1850s affiliation (this report} are
attributed to the artifact scatter from 11-K-221. - 2: The 1851 Rees map shows a road
approaching S1 from the southwest, curving northwest and traversing the SE 1/4, then
curving and aligned N/S through the NW S1, and north through the W 1/2 of $36 {(above
S1). The 1860 and subsequent atlases show a similar orientation, but shifted
_approximately .25 miles to the east, passing through the NE S1. The points of inflection
differ between 1851 and later, and the points where they enter and leave S1 differ. The
alignment of the 1860 road closely corresponds with the current Dunham Road/Rte. 125

FPrinted on Recycled Paper
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alignment. -- 3: The 1851 map shows a structure in SE NW S1, on the east side of the
1851 road. The structure is indicated as a P.0., with the notation E.W. Brewster. The
1851 map does not show a structure in the SW NE S1 . the location of 11-K-221. The
1860 atlas shows a structure in SW NE S1, on the west side of the 1860 foad. This
structure also appears on the 1872, 1892, and 1904 atlases and the 1932 15
topographic quad. The structure location is directly opposite the 11-K-221 artifact scatter.
The 1860 atlas does not show a structure at the 1851.location of the P.O. and E.W.
Brewster, -- 4: Land purchase records documernit E.W. Brewster purchased the NE §1
{location of the 1860 atlas structure, location of 11-K-221) in 1842, whereas David Webb
purchased the NW S1 (location of 1851 map structure and attributed focation of P.O.,
E.W. Brewster). The 1860 atlas indicates neither individual owned his tract; Joseph Hurst
owned both the NE and NW S1. We thus know the tracts changed ownership at least
once before 1860, but we do not know who owned the tracts between the original

. purchase date and 1860 nor the dates of conveyance. ’

Interpretation: You indicate the scale of the 1851 map is questionable. It's not
specified on what you base this statement, but | assume you infer that the 1851 road and
the 1860 road are the same, thus, should have the same eastern alignment as that
depicted in 1860 and later. On this basis, and knowing Brewster purchased the NE S1 but
not the NW 81, you interpret the 11-K-221 artifact scatter, on the east side of the road,
as the structure present in 1851 on the east side of its road and indicated as P.O. and
E.W. Brewster. The disappearance by 1860 of the 1851 structure apparently is the basis
for interpreting 11-K-221 as a short-term, 1850s occupation. The fact that between 1851
and 1860 the structure shifts from the east side of a road to the west side may also be the
basis for the short-term, 1850s interpretation, but this is unclear.

| disagree that the 1851 map scale is questionable and the road alignment
misplaced. This would be an approximate .25 mile error in placement. Roads, especially
early roads, were moved through time. It is entirely possible the 1851 alignment was
abandoned and a new alignment routed through the E 1/2 of S1 by 1860. Support for this
is three-fold. First, as noted above, the roads' orientations are similar, but their alignments
differ substantially in where and how they cross section and internal lines. These
differences extend beyond S1. Second, four 1860 structures aligned in a linear, N/S
pattern in the W 1/2 S36 and S line of $25 (to the north) are some distance west of the
1860 road. Their placement and patterning, however, suggests they were built next to a
road. Placement and patterning is consistent with the 1851 road alignment through the W
1/2 §1 and suggests the alignment is correct as mapped. Third, | note a railroad grade
shown on the 1904 atlas as well as the 1932 15' and current 7.5’ USGS quads closely
corresponds with the 1851 road alignment in W 1/2 S1. This seems more than a
coincidence and may represent the railroad following the earlier roadbed.

If the realignment scenario is accepted, then 11-K-221 cannot represent £.W.
Brewster and P.0O. as depicted in 1851, despite both locations on the east side of a road.
Instead, Brewster's P.O. would have been about .25 miles west of 11-K-221. The artifact
_Scatter, then, as stated by Knight, is not depicted on atiases. However, the scatter likely
is associated with the structure indicated in 1860 in SW NE S1, west of the road and
directly opposite the scatter. Based on the atlases, this structure's inception postdates
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1851 but predates 1860; occupation continued into the 20th century. 1his inception date
is consistent with the mid 19th century affiliation reported here and by Knight. Knight,
however, also assigns a temporal affiliation into the late 19th century, a point not
accounted for in this report. The short-term, 1850s affiliation proposed in this report is
not consistent with reported artifact dates. Association with the long-term structure
across the road seems more likely. This inference is strengthened by noting the atlases
indicate a single individual owned the acreage on both sides of the road in 1860, 1892,
and 1904, thus had access to the 11-K-221 ilocation. Different individuals owned the
acreages in 1872, Differences in 1872 ownership may account for a temporal affiliation
ending in the late 19th century and the apparent fack of 20th century artifacts. In sum, a
road alignment shift to the east between 1851 and 1860 coupled with a change in
landowners by 1860 could easily explain the demise of the 1851 P.O. structure as well as
the inception between 1851 and 1860 of a long-term structure across from mid to late
19th century 11-K-221, with which 11-K-221 is associated.

Despite these objections, 11-K-221 has an early component. Additional field work
is warranted to better assess temporal affiliation, function, association with the structure
across the street, and the potential for features. Additional documentary work should
minimally address ownership history and residents. It would be enlightening to investigate
whether Brewster ever owned the NW $1, and if so, when. Such investigation may
provide evidence for whether or not the 1851 road and P.0O. structure are correctly

portrayed.

pg. 120, 4th para. -- You note sixteen tracts of land remain unsurveyed, but list 17 tracts
in Table 19. Recommend survey for three low priority tracts (2, 9, and 14). Other low
priority tracts do not require survey.

pp. 121-122/Figure 21 & Table 19 -- a) Property Number 17 does not appear to be on
Figure 21. b} Properties 2, 9, and 14 should be surveyed.

pg. 126, 11-K-382 -- Given the 20 m distance separating 11-K-382 and 11-K-388, the
smalt quantity of historic artifacts at 11-K-382, and the same original purchaser, the
historic scatters could easily represent the same occupation (perhaps dispersed by
plowing?) rather than 2 separate occupations or structures. Further work may clarify this

issue,

pg. 127, 2nd para., 4th line -- 11-K-387 appears to be an incorrect site number; should
this be 11-K-388? If so, there is an inconsistency in dates on this line with that noted 3
lines below under 11-K-388.

pg. 129, 2nd para. & Table 20 -- Text indicates that, for multicomponent sites, the
component recommended for Phase il will be italics. No italics are noted in Table 20.

"pg. 131, Table 20 -- For 1 1-K-402, it would be usefu! to note under "Recommendation”
that Avoidance is recommended due to presence of a potential mound (see 11-K-13 entry).
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Pg. 135, 2nd para. -- Text needs revision to reflect recommended survey of additional
parcels.

The ASSR forms received 18 November 1997 have been treated as a draft Appendix.

Bolz Road, Comments -- The ASSR states survey is recommended for four unsurveyed
parcels but the report recommends survey of seven parcels. We also recommend survey
faor an additional three parcels {2, 9, 14). See comments above for pg. 120, 4th para.

CC&P/Stearns Road, USGS map - plot sites on USGS map

Red Gate Corridor

a) Sites Located - 11-K-424 is listed here and under Mooseheart Road/Qak Street. There
is no IAS site form for 11-K-424 in Red Gate Corridor. 11-K-424 appears on Red Gate
Corridor USGS map. There is an IAS form for 11-K-426 in Red Gate Corridor, but the
site is not listed. See comments above for pg. 66, 11-K-424.

b} Comments -- Request survey of ail unsurveyed parcel, not just the six {unspecified)
parceis noted.

¢} Comments -- Disagree with your recommendation of additional work at 11-K-371, 11-
K-444, and 11-K-452. These sites do no appear to warrant additional investigations.

d) the USGS map showing the project area is incomplete

Mooseheart Road/QOak Street

al The original site form for 11-K-354 is omitted (only the revisit form is included).

b} Sites Located — 11-K-424 is listed here and under Red Gate Corridor. Site form is
included in Mooseheart Road/Oak Street ASSR. Site is not shown on USGS map.
Should Mooseheart Road/Oak Street 11-K-424 be 11-K-4267

c) Comments — Disagree with your recommendation for additional work at 11-K-399 and
11-K-410. These sites do not appear to warrant further investigations.

FPrinted on Recycled Papar
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August 13, 1998

Mr. John P. Kos, P.E.

District Engineer, District 1

llinois Department of Transportation
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, illincis 60196-1096

ATTN: Ms. Nancy L. Magnus

Re: Fox River Bridge Crossings
Draft EIS and Section 4(f) Evaluation
Kane County, lllinois
FHWA-IL-EIS-93-01-D/4(f)

Dear Mr. Kos:

The lllinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) has examined the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement and Section 4(f) for the Fox River Bridge Crossings for their potential impact to
agricultural iand as well as its compliance with illinois' Farmiand Preservation Act. Comments were
previously submitted during the Scoping Process on May 24, 1993 and December 1, 1993.

The project invoives the construction of five new bridges with approach roads across the Fox River
between the Kane/McHenry. County Line and the Kane/Kendail County line in the eastern portion
of Kane County, lllinois. All Build Alternatives in each region will accommodate bicycles and
pedestrians by providing a three meter muiti-use fane on or attached to each Eox River bridge and,
where practical, providing mixed use paths along the roadway.

Kane County's historical land use development pattern has been to establish higher densities and
compact development to the east and rural/agricultural uses to the west. Kane County has
endorsed the policy of encouraging the compact and contiguous growth of existing communities at
densities which facilitate the cost-effective and environmentally sound extension of public utilities
and services. From east to west, three distinct land use areas identified in the Conceptual Land Use

Strategy are:

1) the Urban Corridor Area which includes the Fox River Valley:

2) the Critical Growth Area which is concentrated in the central tier of townships with
a mixture of countryside residential, farmiand and small viilages; and

3) the Agricuitural/Village Area which includes the balance of the rural, western
townships characterized by productive farms and small villages.

The proposed project is intended to create new access across the Fox River (i.e., within the Urban
Corridor) without providing additional through-capacity in the Critical Growth Area or to the
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Agricuitural/Village Area. The project area is within the Urban Coridor as defined in Kane County's
2020 Land Resource Management Plan. Existing agricultural areas within the study corridors are
fragmented due to rapidly expanding urban development. The 2020 Land Resource Management Plan
also designates. the westemn portion of the County (outside the project area) as an Agriculture
Priority Area.

The maximum number of agricultural acres to be converted to a non-Ag use by the alignments of
the five crossings is 82.9 acres, with 68.3 of these acres classified as Prime farmiand and 14.6
acres as Important farmiand. However, additional conversions may occur as a result of the
contractor negotiating floodplain compensatory storage, access, or borrow areas directly from a

property owner.

Mitigation concerns previously expressed in December 1, 1993 correspondence stated that the
IDOA would expect Kane County and the IDOT to comply with the IDOA-IDOT Cooperative Working
Agreement that says in part, “The IDOT will place a high prionity on selecting lands which are not Prime
farmiands for wetland mitigation purposes in devising wettand compensation plans.” We fully expect
the IDOT to oversee and restrict the purchase of Prime farmland for the purpose of wetland,
woodiand and noise impact mitigation, and the creation of floodplain compensatory storage areas.

Since the agricuitural areas under review as part of this project are entirely within the corporate
boundaries or the 1.5 mile planning jurisdictions of the communities along the Fox River, and are
officially planned or zoned for more intense urban uses, the project appears to comply with the IDOT
Agricultural Land Preservation Policy to minimize impacts on agricuttural land. it is exempt from
further review in accordance with Section 2.c and 2.d of the IDOA-IDOT Cooperative Working
Agreement on the protection of lllinois Farmland. We do not object to its implementation and have
determined that the project complies with the spirit and intent of the lllincis Farmland Preservation

Act.

Even though the project is technically exempt, the IDOA continues to monitor such projects for
possible secondary impacts to agricultural land and oversee any mitigation which may result due
to the project's implementation. In the event that mitigation acres are required as part of the project,
the IDOA requests written notification which includes the mitigation ratios and total acres required.
Proposed map sites should be site specific and delineated on aerial maps. Onsite mitigation is
preferred. If unavailable, then mitigation sites should be located as close as possible to the affected
sites unless a banking site is proposed. Should this situation occur, we prefer to see mitigation
areas located within the affected watershed area.

Coordination for these additional impacts should be initiated with the IDOA by the contractor (or
IDOT) and maintained for the duration of the project. Our foremost concern is that Prime farmiand
should be avoided for mitigation purposes if it possesses viability for long-term, efficient agricultural
use. Some exceptions which would provide suitable mitigation sites include:

+ remote fields with poor access;

« low lying land which floods frequently;

+  edges of fields close to creeks;

*  severed parcels and uneconomical remnants less than 3 acres in size:
+  previously disturbed borrow sites:

+  existing state-owned and other public lands;
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*  FEMA buyout properties;
» land comprised of soils possessing relative values less than 75; and
*  sites approved by the IDOA on a case by case basis.

We appreciate the opportunity to review the document for the project's overall impacts to agricultural
land and continue our coordination regarding mitigation issues.

Sincerely,

Vo) dako

Teresa J. Savko
Bureau of Land and Water Resources

TJS:drs

cc:  John Rowley, IDOT
Sam Santell, Kane County Planning Office

Kane-DuPage County SWCD
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July 28, 1998
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Mr. John P, Kos, P.E.

District Engineer, District One o
Hlinois Department of Transportation B
201 West Center Court e
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. ) TOAADS Aq2re - e
Attn: M. Nancy L. Magnus LS AND STaEneo
Sc bur i PN I

RE: Fox River Bridge Crossing, Kane County, lllinois, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
NRCS Environmental Document Number 2291

Dear Mr. Kos,

This letter is in regards to your request dated June 12, 1998, to review and comment on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for construction of new bridges. NRCS has reviewed the Draft

and have no comments at this time.

Sin?fa Y, (
KW

ACTING FOKR
WILLIAM J. GRADLE

State Conservationist

cc:
Marc Safley, NRCS, Washington, DC
Tony Kramer, NRCS, Champaign, IL
Biil Lewis, NRCS, Champaign, IL

pk:kos.doc

The Natural Resources Conservation Service works hand-in-hand with

the American people to conserve natural resources an private fands. AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Jatty, Ruftar August 26. 1998

Frasment

e M. John P. Kos. P.E. DISTRICT ONE

Secranwy

Hestbert T Scnemann L DISU'ICI Englncer

Troasurey
UL Prmsin o Prieg “linois Department of Transportation SEP ¢ S 1998
ixgeﬁggg‘gif‘c‘f Worsr Pesources 201 W, Center Court =

B O swsenr Schaumburg. IL 60196-1096 BU RE AU OF LOC AL

Prillgy O Petar

COMMISSIONERS Attn: Ms. Nancy L. Magnus ROADS AND STREETS

Appoiniad by the Govamor of liknoss

Jarres O Berg

Jozeph £ Ligos

Hugh My Dear Mr. Kos:
Edward W Pogss

Chatse & Tharefon

Appoiniad by the Mayor of Chicogo . . . 4 . . . -
o airs The Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission is pleased to provide its

‘ comments on the “Draft Environmental mpact Statement and Section 4(f)
Evaluation - Fox River Bridge Crossings.”

e
. o
Ecd b “rwth e
ety o

4,1;:;kr;;”;T;‘-‘g’jz,ﬂ};;g;,;35_;{;5'ggg;;;-;:;;w,r The DEIS is well-organized and quickly establishes the focus on supporting
Eleciod by ihe Assembly of Mayors Kane County’s 2020 Land Use Plun, which encourages compact and
L"’m’m ey contiguous growth: conforming to local land use plans: and, providing an
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A on the preservation of established downtowns and on pedestrian and bicycle
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e with PACE bus service for enhanced transportation access which the
NS Commission recommended earlicr in the process.
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e v Jor Land Resource Munagement including recommendations for achieving a
Lo e more balanced development patterns which encourage investment in mature
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The Commission does recommend. however. that all bridge construction
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I £ an Aermer management. soil erosion and sediment control. stream and wetland protection
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Appointad by the Board of the and floodplain management. The benefits of these are outlined the
e sponatan Aufhorty , Commission’s model ordinances and guidebook including:
Appomted by the Bocrd of th |
Chicogo Trmrsﬂ Aul‘hont\ro °
IREATITIAT DR - Model Soil Ervsion and Sediment Control Ordinance, 1991
Appointed by the Board of Maetra
e soesd of Poce - Model Floodplain Ordinance. 1996
e ot tho - Model Stormwater Drainage and Detention Ordinance. July 1990

rtan wWaler Reclomation _ 2 Ny - . - . )
e 1o Model Stream and Wetland Protection ( Irdinance, 1988
M 1 una - Best Management Practice Guidebook for Urban Develo ment, [992
Appoinied by the Board of the ¢ . p
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T Bk These resources describe practical methods. example guidelines. and strategies
Appointed by the Boord of 1he , K K . ) R = R by
Chicago Pork st to achieve these objectives. The Commission would be pleased to forward
Appamiad by ihe Board of the these documents to vou.

THinois Assocxanon of
Nostewater Agancies



Mr. John P. Kos, P.E. -2- August 26, 1998

The Commission commends the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the illinois
Department of Transportation (IDOT) and the Kane County Division of Transportation for
undertaking this evaluation of the potential environmental impacts associated with the
proposed new bridge crossings.

We hope these comments are useful to you. Please continue to include the Commission in
this process.

Sincerely,
S ¥ A

;
- 7 i
DG (oo Toim

Penny C. Wenstrom
Manager: Review and Comments Services

PCW:



ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL RESOURCES
Office of Water Resources

201 Wast Center Court , Schaumburg 60196-1096 Jim Edgar, Governor @ Brent Manning, Director

July 27, 1998

Mr. John P. Kos

District Engineer

Hlinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways/District One
201 West Center Court
Schaumburg, IL 60196

Dear Mr. Kos:
Notice of Jurisdiction

Fox River Bridge Crossings, Kane County
Draft Environmental Impact Statemnent and Section 4(f} Evaluation

Thank you for the above referenced May, 1998 report. We have roughly transferred the
alignments shown on aerial photographic exhibits 2.2-6, 2.3-10, 2,3-11, 2.3-12, and 2.4-6 onto
copies of USGS Hydrologic Atlas and regufatory floodway mapping in order to identify areas of
Nlinois Department of Natural Resources, Office of Water Resources (IDNR/OWR) jurisdictional
concem. These fall into 3 categories:

1. Fox River Public Water Crossings

IDNR/OWR permits are required for the Fox River crossings and portions of the alignments
within the designated floodway of the Fox River. Applications submittals will need to show
that the Department's Rules for “Regulation of Public Waters” and “Floodway Construction in
Northeastern lilinois” (96 llinois Administrative Code, Part 3704 and Part 3708, respectively)
are met. Permitting by our office is required as the *“Memorandum of Agreement” (MOA) does
not apply to public water crossings. Please note, we will need to issue 21-day public notices
for the Fox River crossings.

2. Portions of the Alignments Falling in the Floodway of Waterways Draining One Square
Mile or More (no floodway designated)

IDNR/OWR permits are required. The MOA does not apply as these portions of the
alignments do not involve designated floodway. Further investigation is required to determine
whether some of these walerways drain one square mile or more. Application submittals will
need to show that the Department’s rules for “Construction in Floodways of Rivers, Lakes and
Streams” (96 llinois Administrative Code, Pant 3700) are met.

3. Portions of the Alignments in Designated Floodways (not involving public waters)

These portions of the alignments may be permitted by IDOT/DOM, in accordance with the
MOA. '

[prnted on recycdled and recyclabie paper|



John P. Kos
iDOT/DOH
July 27, 1998
Page 2

The following lists areas of IDNR/OWR jurisdictional concern:

Bolz Road Corridor

- .

Fox River (NE 1/4 S10,T42N.RSE and SE 1/4 53, T42N,R8E)

An IDNR/OWR permit will be required. The Part 3704 and Part 3708 Rules apply.

Unnamed Tributary to the Fox River (NW 1/4 S11,T42N,RBE & SW 1/4 S2, T42N,R8E)

‘It appers the alignment does not fall within the non-designated floodway of the Tributary or that the
drainage area is one square mile or more. However, further investigation is needed. If the
alignment fails within the non-designated floodway and the drainage area is one square mile or
more, an IDNR/OWR permit will be required. The submittal would need to show that this portion
of the alignment will be in conformance with the Department's Part 3700 Rules.

CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor

Fox River (SW 1/4 S2, T40N,R8E)

An IDNR/OWR permit will be required. The Parl 3704 and Part 3708 Rules apply.
Brewster Creek Tributary (S 1/2 S1, T4ON.R 8E)

An IDNR/OWR permit will be required. The Part 3700 Rules apply.

Brewster Creek and/or North Arm Brewster Creek (SE 1/4 S2, T40N,RBE)

It is unclear whether the alignment crosses Brewster Creek twice or North Arm Brewster Creek
once. In either case, this portion of the alignment involves designated floodway. The MOA may

apply.
Red Gate Road Corridor

Fox River (NW 1/4 S15, T40,R8E)

For alternate alignments A, B, and C, an IDNR/OWR permit will be required. The Part 3704 and
Part 3708 Rules apply.

Brewster Creek (SW 1/4 571, T40N, RSE)
This portion of the alignment involves designated floodway. The MOA may apply.

CNW/Dean Street Corridor

Fox River (SW 1/4 527, T40N,R8E)
An IDNR/OWR permit will be required. The Part 3704 and Part 3708 Rules apply.
State Street Creek (SE 1/4 528, T40N,RBE)

An IDNR/OWR permit will be required if the drainage area is one square mile or more. The Part
3700 Rules apply. More detailed investigation of the drainage area is needed.



John P. Kos
IDOT/DOH
July 27, 1698
Page 3

Seventh Avenue Creek (SW 1/4 526, T40N, R8E)

This portion -olf the alignment involves designated floodway. The MOA may apply.
Seventh Avenue Creek Tributary (SE 1/4 S27,T40N R8E)

This portion of the alignment involves designated floodway. The MOA may apply.

lllinois Route 56/0ak Street Corridor

Fox River (NE 1/4 54, T38N,R8E)
An IDNR/OWR permit will be required. The Part 3704 and Part 3708 Rules apply.

Indian Creek (SW 1/4 S36, T39N,R8E)

It is unclear whether the alignment extends to the east into the floodway of Indian Creek. If so, an
IDNR/OWR permit will be required. The Part 3700 Rules apply.

East Run Tributary to Blackberry Creek (NW 1/4 55 T38N RBE)
An IDNR/OWR permit will be required. The Part 3700 Rules apply.

For your convenience, we are providing copies of the portiens of the USGS and regulatory
floodway mapping we utilized for the alignments. Accurate alignments should be shown on these
maps when appiication submittals are made. Please note, if application submittals are not made
in the near future, the *Designated Floodway List” shouid be checked to make sure the regulatory
floodway mapping is up to date. Also enclosed are copies of the Department's Part 3700, 3704

and 3708 Rules.

If you have any questions or would like to arrange a meeting, please call me at 847/705-4341.

Sincerely,

Tt e S

Peter Pfefferkom
Permit Engineer
Northeastem lllinois Regulatory Programs Section

PRP:sm

cc: Kane County Community File
Ken Anderson, Kane County Development Department
Village of Carpentersvilie Building & Zoning
Village of South Elgin Building & Zoning
Viltage of Wayne Building & Zoning
City of St. Charies Building & Zoning
Village of North Aurora Building & Zoning






APPENDIX A
Part H - Chapter Three
Comments from the General Public with Responses

The comments that follow were submitted either by general public as sent in after the public hearing,
left at the public hearing or as transcribed by the stenographers present at one of the four public
hearings conducted July 1998. For practical reasons, there was a cut-off date for the receipt of
comments. The summaries that follow are not an attempt to capture every comment in detail, nor
to reflect upon the frequency of the comment. The attempt was to capture the essence of the
comments, without an emphasis on build it anyplace but in my back yard.

This Chapter organizes the comments by the corridor to which they are referred, but are listed
without reference to their author, the meeting date at which they were made, or the format in which
the comment was submitted. The full text of public comments is reproduced in the back of this
appendix.

The first section of this chapter deals with comments where a specific response is appropriate. These
comments are presented by comments to the overall project and then by corridor from north to south.

The second section of this chapter, also organized by corridor, is a summary of comments and
opinions -- often made on multiple occasions -- without specific issues to address or addressing an
issue which was recognized in the DEIS or to which no specific response is required or sufficient.
These comments may be either in favor of or opposed to the specific corridor or project in general.
The number of occurrences of each of these comments is not reflected in this listing. They are
included here to offer a cross-section of public reaction to the project.

Section One — Specific Comments and Responses

Overall Project

COMMENT: The alternatives analysis and consideration of the no-build alternative is inadequate.
Thereis no reason to believe that new development will necessarily occur further west if new bridges
area not built.

RESPONSE: As the EIS notes, and as can be observed, development is proceeding at a rapid pace
in Kane County, with many of the development planned prior to the initiation of the EIS. As an
aside, it was observed that many residents did not even know about the studies and nonetheless
moved into newer housing in the area.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS

F 'proj3313ieisfinal FOXFinal AppendixA-Part 1 wpd P age 19




COMMENT: There appears to be a very shallow analysis of “no-build” and “congestion
management” alternatives. Many of the presumptions of negative impacts under these two
alternatives seem illogical and questionable. Also, future trends and technologies may reduce traffic
volumes.

RESPONSE: Inour evaluation of CMS, including TDR, we coordinated with planning agencies and
with the operating transit agencies, and provided information to the Federal Transit Administration
(FTA). Tt was agreed by all that the realities of existing trip dispersal, which were created by the
land use and are perpetuated by the on-going type of developments, made any of these approaches
unlikely to have a significant impact on reducing single occupancy vehicle travel. Nevertheless, the
project is commiftted to coordinating with the communities and transit agencies to ensure
compatibility with any plans that could affect reduce single vehicle occupancy usage.

There is no body of generally accepted data that supports trip reduction from these technologies.
In fact with additional business conducted from home by a limited number of individuals, shopping
trips or errand trips may increase. Some data suggests a large increase in delivery trucks to support
work or shopping from home. We have worked with the designated planning agencies to produce
the most acceptable data possible.

Bolz Road Corridor
COMMENT: The DEIS is flawed because it does not consider proposed McHenry County projects.

RESPONSE: The DEIS does recognize that McHenry County is undertaking their own projects to
address traffic congestion through Algonquin. Studies initiated by McHenry County to relieve
traffic congestion are addressed in Section 1.2.2 of the DEIS. These projects do not reduce the need
for the project. In fact, in at least one study, McHenry County is considering the Kane County
project as contributing to their solution.

COMMENT: The INHS bird count failed to observe many birds. T&E species are not properly
addressed.

RESPONSE: Information provided in the DEIS was gathered for the project from the Illinois
Natural History Survey (INHS). This agency was tasked to conduct bird surveys, wetland
delineations, threatened and endangered species surveys, and other natural resources surveys. Ina
series of reports provided by the INHS for the corridor, the INHS does not discount the possible
presence of certain species of birds as flyover or foraging. However, their surveys did not indicate
the presence of nesting species of herons in the corridor study area. Nesting is a much more key
element for habitat assessment than in flyover and foraging.

The FEIS incorporates a statement that a few individuals of Illinois listed threatened and endangered
species do forage and fly within the corridor study area. However, specific nesting habitat is not

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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known to be present, and other suitable foraging areas are located along the Fox River. (See Sections
2.1.9.3 and 2.2.9.2.) Some impacts may occur to the birds’ ability to forage in the immediate bridge
construction area.

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources in their review of this project noted that there is no
threat to threatened and endangered species habitat from this project (February 6, 2001 letter).

COMMENT: Route 31 should be widened to 4 lanes instead.

RESPONSE: Illinois Route 31 does not address the east-west access component of the Purpose and
Need statement in the DEIS.

COMMENT: A bridge in the central part of the region would be more beneficial.

RESPONSE: The DEIS has clarified that there are no trade-offs in the advancement of corridors;
each corridor is to be evaluated on its own merit.

COMMENT: Changes at the intersection of Routes 31 and 62 should be evaluated first.

RESPONSE: A study conducted by McHenry County recognizes that the intersection improvement
would have some benefit to Ilinois Route 62. However, the improvement still would not address
the Purpose and Need articulated for the Bolz Road Corridor.

CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor

COMMENT: There should be a traffic interchange at Illinois Route 31 and the Stearns Road
extension.

RESPONSE: Iilinois Route 31 is elevated over the Canadian National -Illinois Central (CNIC)
tracks at this location. Elevating the CC&P/Stearns Road extension at Illinois Route 31 would be
very expensive and result in an intersection with limited sight distances, and result in a significant
increase in residential impacts. The horizontal and vertical alignments of Iillincis Route 31 make
intersection improvements impractical. The intersection at McLean Boulevard provides access by
its connection to linois Route 31.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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Red Gate Road Corridor

By decision of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), this corridor has been dropped
Jrom further consideration in the EIS due to impacts which are not mitigatable and are
unacceptable. This renders all comments and responses moot. They are presented here without
the benefit of further analysis or modifications to the FEIs because they are part of the record of
the public involvement process.

COMMENT: Our nursery and the other companies would be very disrupted by the corridor.

RESPONSE: This disruption is recognized in the DEIS, which includes a discussion of land
acquisition procedures.

COMMENT: The equestrian easements and trails across the Army Trail Road alignment have not
been shown on the exhibits.

RESPONSE: The easements are discussed in the DEIS. It was our belief that including them in the
exhibits would not add further understanding to the EIS, just as sidewalks are not shown in the urban
areas.

COMMENT: The DEIS is inadequate in areas that would make it vulnerable to a successful court
challenge. The most glaring omission is the failure to consider the negative impact on the quality
of life in St. Charles and Wayne, with particular regard to high volumes of traffic, noise, and the
stimulation of inappropriate development.

RESPONSE: These impacts are recognized in the DEIS. See Section 4.3.1.1 for land use impacts,
Section 4.3.4.1 for traffic impacts, and Section 4.3.11 for noise impacts.

COMMENT: The residents of Wayne want to preserve the rural character of the community. The
increased traffic brought by the bridge will destroy the beautiful and historically significant
community of Wayne.

RESPONSE: The DEIS recognizes the impact of the Red Gate Road Corridor in the Wayne
community. See Section 5.6.2 for a discussion of the impacts on historic and public properties in
Wayne.

COMMENT: The corridor does not comply with the federally funded 2020 plan.

RESPONSE: The project was fully coordinated with all appropriate agencies involved in federally
funded programs, including NIPC and CATS.

COMMENT: The bridge will affect Wayne School located nearby, where young children ride their
bikes to and from school.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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RESPONSE: The bridge will have no impact on school children traveling north-to-south to the
school because they can cross under the elevated roadway at this location. Children traveling in the
east-west direction to and from the school will continue to contend with crossing Illinois Route 25,
which has historically been a problem.

COMMENT: A series of smaller bridges from one side of the river to the other, rather than
connecting Illinois Route 25 to Route 31, would be preferable,

RESPONSE: The Purpose and Need for this project requires route continuity beyond Iliinois Route
25 and lllinois Route 31 to enhance the roadway network. Kane County and the City of St. Charles
are free to pursue other bridges outside of the EIS that serve a more local need.

COMMENT: The bridge will have a devastating effect on the existing horse breeding facility.
RESPONSE: Lamplight Stables is not located along the proposed corridor alignment.
COMMENT: The bridge would block Pearson.

RESPONSE: Direct access to Pearson Drive to lilinois Route 25 will be eliminated, alleviating a
sub-standard intersection. Access to Pearson Drive from the alignment, however, will be
maintained.

COMMENT: Public transit should be enhanced instead.

RESPONSE: Travel Demand Reduction (TDR) and Operational Management Strategies (OMS) are
discussed in Sections 3.1.2.1 and 3.1.2.2 of the DEIS, respectively. These strategies do not satisfy
the Purpose and Need stated in the DEIS and given the existing land use are not likely to produce
much benefit, but will be coordinated with the project.

COMMENT: Red Gate Road has a higher frequency of atmospheric air inversions that hold down
exhaust emissions.

RESPONSE: The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) addressed air quality analysis for
the proposed five river bridge crossings, including the Red Gate alignment. Inversions are well
known and frequent in Illinois and we account for them in our analysis. Although inversions occur
throughout Hlinois, we do not know whether the Red Gate alignment has a higher frequency of
inversions than other parts of the state.

To account for poor mixing, the inputs used for our air quality analysis were set for worst-case
conditions (atmospheric stability and low wind speeds), following the protocol recommended by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Our air quality modeling analysis showed the Nationa}
Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for carbon monoxide will not be exceeded.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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C&NW/Dean Street Corridor

This corridor has been dropped from further consideration in the EIS due to impacts which are
not mitigatable and are unacceptable. This renders all comments and responses moot. They are
presented here without the benefit of further analysis or modifications to the FEIs because they
are part of the record of the public involvement process.

COMMENT: St. Charles needs relief from traffic. The proposal does not alleviate the traffic
problem created by the influx of residential housing in Campton Township. The bridge will not
relieve traffic on Route 64.

RESPONSE: The corridor would function to relieve traffic through downtown St. Charles where
it is parallel to Hlinois Route 64. By the time the corridor connects to existing Illinois Route 64
at the east, traffic will still be restricted.

COMMENT: The bridge should connect with Routes 25 and 31.

RESPONSE: The projected grades of the proposed road and its proximity to the railroad do not
allow intersection development at this location. Also, with the short distance between the
terminations of the new road and Illinois Route 31 and Illinois Route 25, Illinois Route 64 can be
used for access.

Illinois Route 56/0ak Street Corridor
COMMENT: The bridge is necessary, but less right-of-way should be taken.

RESPONSE: The right-of-way projected to be required is that which is necessary to build the
proposed road.

COMMENT: Sullivan Road would be a better route.

RESPONSE: Developing Sullivan Road as an alternate corridor would not satisfy the continuity
required by the Purpose and Need stated for the project. Sullivan Road is being promoted by the
City of Aurora as a local access road.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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Section Two — Non-Specific Comments

Bolz Road Corridor

* & & & @ & »

There is a need for additional crossing(s) of the Fox River to handle the growing traffic.
The corridor makes economic sense for the surrounding areas.

The bridge will carry the most traffic.

The corridor appears to have the least impact of all corridors presented.

The bridge will benefit the entire area.

The bridge will improve our quality of life.

Build the bridge at another location (“not in my backyard™). There are better options in other
locations,

Existing bridges in other locations should be widened or improved instead.

The bridge will generate too much noise, air pollution, and traffic.

The bridge will ruin the small-town charm of Algonquin.

The bridge will be a tax burden.

The bridge will affect the safety of our community.

The bridge will affect wetlands and parks.

The bridge will contribute to overdevelopment.

The bridge will come too close to the Woodland Elementary School and go through Hickory
Hill Park near the school.

The proposed roadway will take my house.

The bridge will decrease the value of my property.

The bridge will destroy the peace and quiet that we moved her to enjoy.

We do not want to see more development in our community.

The bridge will destroy the environment (or open space).

The bridge violates the county’s 2020 land use plan.

The bridge is being built to solve McHenry County's problems.

The bridge will affect several endangered species.

The local residents voted against the bridge.

The consultants should study alternatives.

The DEIS is flawed and incomplete.

CC&P/Stearns Road Corridor

The bridge is a regional solution, and will serve as a strategic regional arterial.

The bridge is centrally located in the region, mid-way between existing Elgin and St. Charles
bridges.

It is the least expensive option.

The bridge results in the fewest residential displacements.

The bridge results in the fewest impacts to wetlands.

The bridge will provide a connection to the Elgin-O’Hare Expressway.

The bridge will provide necessary traffic reduction in St. Charles.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS
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The corridor is already and arterial truck route.

The municipalities of Elgin, St. Charles, and Wayne are in favor of the bridge.
The bridge is vital to the economic growth of the Elgin area.

The bridge is in accordance with the county plan.

This 1s the most expensive option.

The corridor cuts through two wetlands and significant forest preserve.

Red Gate Road Corridor

e & & & & & & & * & O 9 L ]

* & » o

The Red Gate crossing is in our comprehensive plan and has been on the table for a long time.
Six years ago we built a bridge in St. Charles with the understanding that the County would then
build a bridge north of the city, the Red Gate crossing. A direct bridge from Red Gate Road to
Army Trail Road is critically needed. Army Trail Road has been a county road for a long time.
It is a natural connection to the east and a major arterial through DuPage County.

The corridor has numerous unacceptable impacts on forest preserves, historic properties, and
existing homes. It clearly must be rejected.

The bridge is the most direct route and will alleviate most of the traffic problems.

The bridge is the least destructive of the corridors.

The corridor requires the least displacement of homes and individual property, and has a negative
impact on the fewest number of people.

The corridor makes the most economic sense.

The bridge is the cheapest of the five corridors and has the fewest negative impacts.

The corridor is faithful to the original intent of the purchase of property on Red Gate Road to
build a bridge there.

The bridge will alleviate traffic congestion on Route 64 in St. Charles.

The bridge provides balance in the overall planning of the corridor.

The bridge is a long-overdue necessity.

The bridge makes sense as a regional solution.

The bridge accounts for anticipated growth in the area.

The bridge will serve more families than it impacts

The bridge is located halfway between Elgin and St. Charles.

The bridge is part of the St. Charles comprehensive plan.

The bridge will benefit bus traffic.

The corridor will depreciate the value of homes in the Wayne area.

The corridor does not result in the efficient distribution of traffic.

The bridge will only benefit people who do not live in the area. Local traffic will not be
improved.

The bridge will bring dangerous increases in traffic speed.

The corridor will be dangerous for horse riders.

Building the bridge will result in the loss of animal habitat in the area.

The bridge will result in increased traffic on Army Trail Road.

The bridge will destroy the peace of the northwest corridor in St. Charles.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
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The increased traffic brought on by the bridge would cause bigger traffic back-ups in our
community.

The corridor will displace businesses and residential properties including historic properties.
The bridge would cost the least but have the most negative impact.

The bridge is not a solution for regional traffic problems.

The two-lane road is not an efficient use of land.

The bridge will resuit in the taking of valuable public open space.

The bridge will have negative impacts on the forest preserve.

There should be a bridge between St. Charles and South Elgin instead.

The bridge will have a devastating environmental impact. The corridor would contribute to air
and noise pollution.

The school referendum stated that the school was being built for residents west of the river,
so (providing a connection to the east) shouldn’t be an issue.

The previous studies (of this corridor) all say that Red Gate is not going 1o help the
downtown (St. Charles).

C&NW/Dean Street Corridor

The bridge will provide a convenient bypass for St. Charles.

It will allow 20 to 30 percent of the commercial traffic on Illinois Route 64 to get to the west
side of the river.

The bridge is the cheapest, shortest, has the least environmental impact, and would relieve
the traffic on [llinois Route 64.

The use is contrary to the intent of the Historic Preservation Ordinance of St. Charles. The
bridge crossing will disrupt the architectural flow of the neighborhood, threaten some historic
structures, diminish the historic yard size, and increase the noise level.

The bridge will displace homes and disrupt the community.

The bridge will adversely affect businesses in St. Charles.

Route 56/0ak Street Corridor

The bridge has been needed for many years.

Alleviation of traffic density is needed.

The bridge is required to meet future needs.

A pedestrian overpass should be included in the project.

We are in favor but concerned about safety.

The bridge is a good use of tax dollars.

The bridge will divide the community of Aurora in order to improve traffic flow.
The bridge will increase tratfic on Oak Street.

There is no pedestrian throughway. There is no stoplight to control traffic. The bridge will
impact the safety of pedestrians crossing Qak St., particularly school children.
The bridge will increase air and noise pollution.

The bridge will impact community cohesion.

Comments to the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement and Responses. FEIS

F \pra)3533ieisfine \FOXFinal Appendix A-Part 1T wpd Page 27




The bridge will result in a decline in property values.

The bridge should not be 4 lanes.

There is too much traffic in the area already.

The bridge will result in a loss of parking.

Avoiding impact to wildlife should not come at the expense of people.
Residents should not have to suffer for the convenience of truckers.

Truck traffic on Fabyan needs relief, but not at the expense of residential areas.
The proximity of the travel lanes to homes is a concern, and will increase the difficulty of
driveway access.

The bridge is too close to the Holmstad retirement community.

e The corridor is unnecessary in view of other recent transportation developments.

*e & & & & o
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